
5. Online sample size calculator 

 There are many good free websites on the Internet available for 

researchers and they are very easy to use. 

 However, to use them successfully, you should understand some 

technical terms first.

1. The confidence interval (also called margin of error) is the 

error that may occur in the findings of the study, e.g. +/- 3 or +/-5.

2. The confidence level tells you how sure you can be, e.g. 95% or 

99%.

3. The percentage of population is the proportion of your samples 

to answer a particular question.  For the worst case, it is 50%.

4. The sample size is the optimal sample for a given confidence 

level, the larger your sample size, the smaller your confidence 

interval. 

5. The population size is the number of people in the group you 
want to infer your research finding to.
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Example 1: online sample size calculator

https://www.surveysystem.com/sscalc.htm 12



Example 2: online sample size calculator

http://www.calculator.net/sample-size-calculator.html 13


