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Abstract

This research aimed to study and analyze the sound system of the Yunnanese dialect
spoken among the Yunnan Chinese at Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district in
Chiang Rai. The data in this study were collected from the interviews of three informants
whose ages were over sixty years. Subsequently, the data were analyzed for the different
consonant phonemes, vowel phonemes, and auditory phonetic methods. The finding showed
that the Yunnanese dialect at Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang
Rai consisted of 20 consonant phonemes, 27 vowel phonemes, and 4 pitch phonemes
excluding the unstressed sounds. Therefore, the writer focus on studying the phonology as a
priority. In addition, it can be beneficial for the detailed study of the morphology, syntax, and
other related fields of the Yunnanese dialect. Moreover, it will facilitate the study of other
topics such as folklore, history, local culture, Chinese dialects, and Chinese language

development.
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Introduction

In 1949, there were conflicts between the Communist Party and the Kuomintang
Nationalist Army party. The Communist Party was able to gain the victory; consequently, China
was under the rule of the communist regime. Due to the defeating situation, some parts of
the Kuomintang Nationalist Army party eventually evacuated to Formosa Island, Taiwan while
other parts of the Army Party deployed two troops in Yunnan. Later the two troops were
defeated again and one part retreated south to Laos and Vietnam. The other part of the troop
headed for the Shan State area of Myanmar and Thailand.

Ever since 1950, the Burmese government kept pushing the Kuomintang Nationalist
troop out of the country, so the troop could not settle down in Burma. Some part of the
troop started to immigrate into Thailand during 1950- 1956, and later the Thai government
permitted the refugee group to stay in the northern area of Thailand, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai,
and Mae Hong Son. Accordingly, Doi Mae Salong which is located in Mae Salong Nok subdistrict
of Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang Rai is where a great number of Yunnan Chinese presently
live and they still communicate in Yunnanese dialect as their specific language.

From the Ethnic Group Development Plan 2015-2017, it can be concluded that the
Yunnan Chinese ethnic group is one of the 13 highland ethnic groups or who we call “hill tribe”.
They have had historic relations with Thai societies since the very past. They differ in many
aspects, and they have their language, culture, and tradition. The population is clustered into
the multicultural group aiming to conserve, develop and inherit their ancestral land and their
ethnic identity to the future generation.

The Yunnan Chinese ethnic group or the Yunnan Chinese or the Chin Haw can be
called by a variety of names. The Yunnan Chinese speak Yunnanese dialect which is
considered to be in the group of Sino-Tibetan language family. At present, it is found that
Yunnanese dialect is used in the northern and western provinces of Thailand such as Chiang Rai,
Mae Hong Son, Chiang Mai, etc.

The research team found that the Yunnan Chinese people living on Doi Mae Salong
are still using Yunnanese dialect in their communication. However, it might be because of the

changing of their society and lifestyle, there is a decreasing number of the Yunnan Chinese
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people who speak Yunnanese dialect in Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district
in Chiang Rai province. Moreover, Mandarin Chinese words, as well as Thai words, are more
often replaced in sentences. As a result, the new generation of the Yunnan Chinese people
hardly know the original Yunnanese dialect. It will gradually lose its original language identity
and finally become extinct. Thus, the research team was interested to study phonology on
the pitch, the consonant, and the vowel of the Yunnanese dialect in Mae Salong Nok
subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang Rai province as a priority to facilitate the study

of morphology, syntax, and other related fields in the future.

Objectives
The research aimed to study the phonology of pitch, consonant, and vowel of the
Yunnanese dialect spoken in Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang

Rai province.

Methodology

According to the study criteria, the research team determined the source of Mae Salong
Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang Rai province for collecting the data.

Concerning the data collection on phonology, the research team determined the traits
of the three informants of being Yunnan Chinese from birth who still use the Yunnanese
dialect in everyday life. They must be old people over 55 years of age who never moved their
residence. Besides, their education must not be upper than compulsory education. Males are
preferred because, compared to females, males have less chance of language changing. Most
importantly, the informants selected must have complete vocalization organs.

In recording sounds, the research team got the data by using the sound testing
instrument called The Commercial Press to collect 3700 sounds from each informant. The
total number of the collected phonemes was 11100. (3x3700 phonemes) The recording device
used in the study was a Sony Model ICD-PX470.

In interviews, each informant was asked to say one word at a time in the Yunnanese

dialect from a list of prepared words. In addition, questions, images, gestures, and/or real
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objects were used in conducting the questioning. It was a specific method by giving out the
list of words for the informant to cite one word at a time for 3-5 times for the researcher to
imitate until the informant confirmed that the sound produced by the researcher was correct.
Then the sound would be noted with IPA (The International Phonetic Alphabet) and also
recorded in the machine. Finally, the conclusions and findings were reported in descriptive

writing to present discussions and recommendations.

Findings on the phonology study of the Yunnanese dialect

From this phonology study of the Yunnanese dialect at Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of
Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang Rai province, it was found that the phonology of the
Yunnanese dialect consisted of the following detailed information of the consonant, vowel,
and pitch phonemes.

1. Consonant phoneme

The consonant phonemes of the Yunnanese dialect in this area consist of 20

phonemes including words without initial sounds. In addition, there are 5 types of manners of
articulations which consist of plosive, affricate, fricative, nasal, and lateral. The properties and

places of articulations of these consonant phonemes are as follows:

o \HBZE
pA312, p9312,

pAO44,

pir‘]35’ p|312

t 15 Z #AH AR
t9%1?, tie™

aq
tu™,

ta042, tor]44

o TEEH R B it
P phu42

ha:35 h|312
p"Ai*°, P77,

phil‘]35

hA312

S N
the312, thU42,
thal']312

thirjﬂﬂ’ thor]312

m KR A
m|42 mu312
min312

mon35

n 252w AE Al
nu*, ni*
nAo*,

mr]312’ nie312
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fu®, fei*, fan®,

v 5] SIS [ IR
Vuer]312’ Vuer]312]

fU312, .ICU42 Vuer]312,
vudn?’#uan™
(NEREE
LU312 lU312 LAO42
UrJ312
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ts'llm, tSUM, .tSh']312’ tShA312, 5'135’ Suﬂm’ Sar]ml, 21312, 283127
912 tsMio®, sio??, zu3t?,
tsei®?, tsio®? ts"Qu*, sudn® zah®, zuan®
tshuan?'2,
e JLAE A o L HARE A ¢ ST i
t@iou*?, te"P12 tehie®?,  BI*'? Gio®'?
teigu’'? teiNn*'?, tehin®, gin°2,
tB8iN%, 1G> tE"N0%2, Gian®, Gion™
tghin312,
A LEE P IREE < TR KK
KAO¥ ku2, khai®t Khys2 x0%12, xa?12
kai®, khuai®®, xAo*,
kah?, kuA®!? k'@ k" an®*®  xuei, xuan®

@ PR % ER ] — 2

A42, AO312, ar]44’ uar‘]312’ 9035, ior‘]SS’ |312’ iO312, ie312

Description

1) The nasal im]: rounded lips with strong fricative

2) The teeth position of the fricative [f] goes further back with rather a strong fricative
sound.

3) The nasal sound [n] if glided with the initial [i], the sound [n] will become [N],

[n] and [N] can be used alternatively. The informant, Hu Guangshu (ﬁﬂj\[ﬁﬁg), can be
pronounced mainly the sound of [n]
4) Some of the palatal sounds [x1, when pronounced, the tongue position is near

the uvula, and there is a strong fricative sound.
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2. The vowel phoneme

There are 27 vowel phonemes found in the Yunnanese dialect at Mae Salong Nok

subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district in Chiang Rai province as follows:

1 %R IE R R
ts']42 ts']44 tsh']312 tsh']312

S-I44 S-]BS

A JUTE 2 7% vb i
pA312 phA312 nA312 tShA312

SA44 tSA312

o FF 1 = M &

the312 p9312 meSlZ LeSlZ
x®°7, khd*

o A f B 1k KA

k044, XO312, m0312, 035’ XO42

aiﬁ&ﬂF%*@

h 312

p pa|

xai?2, ai*, ai®?

no 0 B0 i 2 90 i
pAO44, phAO312, nAO42, lAO42,
ts"Ao™,

kAo

B A R
|312 m|312 Glllll nlllZ tG|44

P

m|312

A e Ak

t@IAY, tE"A%12 tBNAY BIA®,

iA312 iA312
ie 7{ H ﬂﬁ ;Eig A ):[fx'
m|e312, , p|e312 l|e312

t@ie3!?, nie3!?

ioﬁE%%%/ﬂ%

tsio®'?, zio®'?, @io>*?, tehio>'?

510312, io312

ino 2% 1y W0 I B4
piAc®, tiAo™, liAo®"?,

t@8"A0%, iA0®, miAo™
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pu 35 tSh 312 ku312, tSU312, U312,

Zu312

ua JIC I & B5 48 BL
tsuA% suA®1? kuA3'?, KhuA®®,

xUAY UA®?

vo 3%

uollll

vai B PR R PR B R ey

suai®, kuai®®, k"'uai®®, xuai’!?

uai*t, kuai’'?
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an Yt 1L AT
pah*, nan®'? tsan®,
p"an®, than?®?,
kan®
ei 0 W5 B KSR I

44 hL:312 35 44
, fei

pei*t, p"ei”*?, pei

tsei’!

ou Ja & H H A wn
tou®, xOu®, tsdu®?, k"au®,

ts"Qu®, ts"au’t?

on 1141 41 ¥ 1
maN°*?, farn®, tan®,

BN%, ts"en® , an*

on 7R ik Hh A Wi

.tor‘]44’ 50035, tsor‘]44, thor‘]44,

thon35

Description

.42
, mei™,

an 4R VT 55 2F 4 R
niafs1,, t@ian*, te"ian>'?,
ial’]312, Qial’]312,

niaf)*

iQu ﬁF /)zl‘i {@ ﬂgf]%

9u?

P URE-PUE N
tGIrJ35 tghlr]AlZ, plr]44

ir]312 ir]?)lZ

ioh %Eﬁ[ﬁ(ﬁﬁ
g"ion*", BioN*, Gion*,

ior]42’ ior]35

r]312

Uar]%_LIJ[I E’Eﬂjlﬁ

tuarJﬂZ, uarJ312’ khuanﬁm’ uan312’
suahn®,
kuan*

ueiElIj;JIE]Xj‘DJ'L'\%.g

luei*®?, nuei®®, xuei’*?
tuei®, ts"uei®,

ts"uei®

K B
nigu®?, livu®?, teidu®, tB"du*, BiIdu*, idu

312’ tSieU312,

uan I"ﬂ ﬁﬁ —L/E\x % Jllﬁ
vudN??, nuan®, Wwan??,
ts"udnN*, susn®

1) The tongue position of this vowel phoneme [A] is rather lower than the normal

position.

2) These vowel phonemes [aN] [iaN]

positions are changed.

[uan]: when they are produced, the tongue

3) In the final [@I] of some sounds: the tongue position moves rather to the front.

It is between [n] and [N].
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4) The vowel phoneme [3] of [uBI] in this group (%iﬁ%) the tongue position
moves to the front, and the sound produced is short and unstressed.

5) When the vowel phoneme [i] is produced, the tongue position is rather low

6) When the vowel phoneme [i] of [ai] [uai] [ei] [ueil, the tongue position is rather low.

7) When the vowel phoneme [i] is in [iu], the tongue position is rather high, and the

lips are rounded.

3. The pitch phoneme

The pitch phoneme in the Yunnanese dialect

The pitch phoneme 1 (FH~F) mid-hich [44] asin 7R [ton™], 1% [kai®® 1, kT
(o), Mfon®), K [in*, F lts'udn®l.

The pitch phoneme 2 (PH~F*) mid- rising [312] asin | J (man®, J¥ [on*2,
Teie*?), & i, 7N (W, B o)

The pitch phoneme 3 (A ) mid-high falling [42] as in T8 [ton®2), - [tshAc®),
Kmai), % Ko, T1 ™), A [9u.

The pitch phoneme & (275 ) mid- rising [35] as in &) [ton®], SF [tsuei®s
i ein®), Py, 25 ey, fifl (an®).

Description
1) In pitch phoneme 2, the pitch falls a little before going up. The pitch changes to
[312].

4. The mixing between the consonant phoneme and the vowel phoneme
The mixing between the consonant phoneme and the vowel phoneme of the
Yunnanese dialect of the Feng Qing accent at Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang

»

district in Chiang Rai province is concluded according to this table. The symbol “+” indicates

the possibility to mix between the consonant phoneme and the vowel phoneme. However,
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in the blank space in the table, there is no “+”

mixing.

signal, which infers that there cannot be any

Table 1 shows the mixing between the consonant phoneme and the vowel phoneme

(FHHRIBC &)

Spread
Slace of articulation Consonant unrounded Spread rounded + rounded
CrEmh | e | O GHE L GER e
(P8 D) D) )
D)
Bilabial  CXUF ) | [pllp"m] - ' '
Labiodental [f] + +
(JENE) (v +
Alveolar (][t + + +
(HLRFZ) QI + + +
Retroflex A
(R HTE) [ts]lts"][s](z] + + +
Palato-Akveolar i
(%ﬁﬁﬁ%) [te]lte"][6] +
velar (FHIRE) | KKK - '
Words without initial
consonant [@] + + +
CEF D)
description

1) The vowel phonemes in the Yunnanese dialect do not have all 4 levels but only

in the Linchang dialect. The vowel sounds do not occur to all 4 vowels. There appears only

an unrounded vowel sound, a spread vowel sound, and a rounded vowel sound.
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2) The consonant group [p] [p"] [m] can be produced with a spread vowel sound
and a rounded vowel sound. However, a rounded vowel sound can be mixed to only the
vowel [u].

3) The consonant [f] can mix with an unrounded vowel sound, a rounded vowel
sound but cannot mix with a spread vowel sound.

4) The consonant [v] can mix with a rounded vowel sound.

5) The consonant [t] [t"] can mix with an unrounded vowel sound, a spread vowel
sound, and a rounded vowel sound.

6) The consonant [n] [] can mix with an unrounded vowel sound, a spread vowel
sound, and a rounded vowel sound.

7) The consonant group [ts] [ts"] [s] [z] can mix with an unrounded vowel sound, a
spread vowel sound, and a rounded vowel sound.

8) The consonant group [t@] [tE8"] [B] can mix with only a spread vowel sound.

9) The consonant group [k][k"[x] can mix with only an unrounded vowel sound
and a rounded vowel sound.

10) The consonant[@] can mix with an unrounded vowel sound, a spread vowel

sound, and a rounded vowel sound.

5. The sound change in the two-syllable phoneme (Wi?éﬂ:‘@iﬁ&iﬁ)

The sound change in two-syllable phonemes in the Yunnanese dialect has the
patterns according to the table below. On the left-hand column are the pitches of the initial
syllables and on the upper row are the sounds of the final syllables. In the first row of the
table, sounds are produced continuously. Two groups have different sound changes. The

symbol “.....” is used for the sound change type as shown in the table.

—_—
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Table 2 shows the sound change of the two-syllable group of words in the Yunnan Chinese

(=T & T HIERLAR D

Final consonant
= pitch1 pitch2 pitch3 pitchd
% Y AY
g CBH~F) QR (k) (£F)
Initial conssnant
T a4 312 42 35
CHI)
pitchl 44 45
(B~
44
pitch2 312 44 312 45
aae
312 312 35 312 44
pitch3 45 44 45 312 45 45 45 35
(L)
42
pitch4 35 45 35 35
(EE
35 45 35 35 312

6. The sound change effect of a two-syllable group of words. (J@@@Eﬁq‘%“ﬁ)
The sound change sometimes occurs when producing a two-syllable group of
words. Therefore, it is called the sound change of a two-syllable group of words in the
Yunnanese dialect. There are three types:1. There is no sound change of the initial syllable,
but a sound change of the final syllable. 2. There is a sound change of the initial syllable, but
no sound change of the final syllable. 3. There are sound changes in both the initial and final
syllables.
6.1 The initial syllable of pitch 1
1) There is no sound change on the initial syllable, but there is a sound change

on the final syllable.

—_—
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Pitch 1+ Pitch 3: 44 + 42 = 44 + 45
T kon*tshan ] B R [sonhieze Z K [Gan“tsan ]
3{-}-’: [N *t@in ] N [suBI)*ni*4%] N H ko *(i#%]
6.2 The initial syllable of pitch 2

1) There is no sound change on the initial syllable, but there is a sound change

on the final syllable.

Pitch 2+ Pitch 2: 312 + 312 9 312 + 44
JEE meP2mao®124 Sk theusizasiz B 3k [ku12thou3124
E% [5-1312th9u312-44]

Pitch 2+ Pitch 2: 312 + 312 = 312 + 35

@EU [ie312t@i31235]

Pitch 2+ Pitch 3: 312 + 42 = 312 + 45

T iaroeh >
K5 tsa N*tuan**]
M x@*2pan =]
KR 1A 2tsan) )
A e
++ [s1712u*4]

El % [Z']312ts'] 42-44)

T manzeaue)
B4y migutnai®z ]
B L [tehie?i2tin %)
27K [me2suei?®)
Ly (x@*2ma®e)

Pitch 2+ Pitch 3: 312 + 42 = 312 + 44

—_—

A1 [tuan?2tsan® ]
K (oo iou)
TR K [ 2x025]
AR s aheu )
DR (0229
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6.3 The initial syllable of pitch 3

1) There is no sound change on the initial syllable, but there is a sound change

on the final syllable.

Pitch 3+ Pitch 1: 42 + 44 = 45 + 44
KEE xo*tsha™ Ry rtin“sgin®
E[:]‘/Jﬁ— [tAM’llStSSr]M] %Uﬁ [LAOM'%S']M]

Pitch 3+ Pitch 2: 42 + 312 = 45 + 312

7}(?113 [suei*?*tsMP12] gﬁi [ts" A0 2 %xai312]
%\g tGir]42'45tShA312] ﬁg% [MA%245thg312]
7':/\% fen42-45 212] I)'%Tﬁ U007
bﬂﬁﬂzl] (924513311 %l% ‘ [mei*%5ko312]

/TZI_( 5 [t2%i®2] Z‘Fszbik [tsual’]42'45ie312]
HEIE 15172 %x0%2] AKE (x0®%557°7

Pitch 3+ Pitch 4: 42 + 35 = 45 + 35

7}( %E'l [suei**tAo0™] Eﬁjﬁ [kai***tsAo™]
T [xai'?%5tai®] H 1§ [Bie?2EiNn]
=] [man)®*i%%] S EE [0 B0MiACY]
E‘/ft 484954135] _Lj T [Bie’255)]

ﬁl:{'}i [u**5fan®] % E% [MAYZ5( 5]

[:[:75‘ [44-45€3 )49
}% E [uei“*5pA™]

[tAollZ -45 e|312:|

i

(A" *pho®1?]
%4‘5 [Gian***>fu®']
ﬂ%/@ [maln*“*tsu®'?]
AL wieenr

%i [lA042’45S']312]

TKJEE [suei@®skhu®)
EE 2§ 1pi25sai®®)

F 2 1soue)
HE#% [tsudN*?*pei®]

2) There are sound changes both in the initial and final syllables.

Pitch 3+ Pitch 3: 42 + 42 = 45 + 45

—_—
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F£ [sOu***piA0**™®] K [ts"an 2 “5tsan 2] KR [xo0f25thyei2 4]
TK B [suei® ko] Z B A0 5,429 I o™ *5pan®)
LD [rgizsmatzes) B fuan® ool FE llan 2o

6.4 The initial syllable of pitch 4

1) There is no sound change on the initial syllable, but there is a sound change

on the final syllable.

Pitch 4+ Pitch 3: 35 + 42 = 35 + 45

f;jj # [ton*sQu’>%] ﬁj K [$)5tsan 2] :J:Ii QEE [pAO*tsY /2]
BUR ttson®*fu®] JBUK [fan®xo®) 2 eeinkhoutze)
Rt Fhepoea B e
KGR reassthueit ) EAL son®i* BESE rthino®us )

j( Fﬁ [tA5[9245] )F% }K [no®mi‘2%]

2) There is a sound change on the initial syllable, and there is a sound change

on the final syllable.

Pitch 4+ Pitch 3: 35 + 42 = 45 + 35
:‘[E:‘l& [ir]35’45tGiI‘]42’35]

7. The continuous sound change (glide)

A gliding sound normally is a phenomenon that two syllables combine into one
syllable. In the Yunnanese dialect, sometimes two syllables are read as one continuous
syllable, but it is rare. The glided consonant is the same as the following initial consonant, or
the preceding vowel is the same as the following vowel. Besides, mostly the glided consonant
is the same as the preceding consonant, and it is rare in the case that the glided consonant is

the same as the following consonant. For example,

—_—
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AT E [pu26i*ia0*] pronounced as “/INTH 7 [pu245giac™]
IEI}E [xuei*?lai**?] pronounced as “‘IZ:” [xuai’*?]
7, 1 [ts")?'20*2] pronounced as “3J”[ts"A0*'2]

%%ﬁé [mo*!4iA0*] pronounced as “ﬁ“/ﬁ” [mA>1?]
— | yP2@iA*] pronounced as e [xA%17]

Conclusion and discussion

This study of the Yunnanese dialect phonology in Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae
Fah Luang district in Chiang Rai is the study of a sub-language of Yunnanese dialect which is
presently being spoken by the people in Mae Salong Nok subdistrict of Mae Fah Luang district
in Chiang Rai. This study was conducted with a field operation in Mae Salong Nok for collecting
data of the Yunnanese dialect using the structural linguistic methodology. The findings
revealed that the Chinese language that the Yunnan Chinese people are speaking in Mae
Salong Nok has 20 consonant phonemes, 27 vowel phonemes, and 4 pitch phonemes
excluding the unstressed sounds.

In addition to the new knowledge of the Yunnanese dialect which is considered to be
an important recording of a local Chinese language, this knowledge is also beneficial to
education in many areas such as the study of traditions, history, local culture, etc. Moreover,
this study is also extremely important for the study of Chinese dialects and the development

of the Chinese language.
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