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Modern Chinese language is a syllabic language and every
syllable 1s a phonetic unit. And modern Chinese language is also a tonic
language and each syllable has a tone. Syllables are composed of initials,

finals and tones.
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Consonants at the beginning of the syllable are called initials (when
there 1s no consonant at the beginning, it is called zero initial). There are

altogether 21 1nitials in Mandarin.
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The part after an 1nitial 1s called final. There are altogether 36 finals
in Mandarin (and another two special finals), which includes:

monophthongal finals composed of one vowel, diphthongal finals

composed of two or three vowel, nasal finals composed of vowels plus

nasal consonants, and rolling finals.
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a ia ua
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ai uai

el uei (ui)

ao 120

ou iou (iu)

an ian uan lian
en in uen (un) iin
ang iang uang
eng ing ueng
ong iong
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Tone refers to the variation of pitch. Different tones indicate different
meaning. There are four basic tones in Modern Chinese Beijing dialect: the
first tone; the second tone; the third tone and the fourth tone. And each tone has
a tone mark placed above the monophthong or the main vowel (see Chart 1).
The process, the starting and ending of the pronunciation, can be represented

by a tone graph of five pitches (see Graph 1)
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The 1% tone High pitch
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The 2 tone Rising pitch
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The 3 tone High pitch
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The 4™ tone High pitch
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