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ABSTRACT

Research Title : Enhancing the Potentials of Community Enterprise in
Wat Pracharabuedham in the Scope of
Bangkok’s Urban Community Contexts.

Researchers . Asst. Prof. Dr. Phusit Phukamchanoad et al.

Year of research : 2021

The objective of this study is to explore the current situation of
Pracharabuedham Temple Communities 1-4 under the wurban contexts. It also
investigates and proposes the development of capacity building process for urban
occupational suilds towards public participation. This action research involves the
participatory action research (PAR) and community-based research (CBR) methods to
collect data from Pracharabuedham Temple Communities 1-4, Thanon Nakhon Chai Si
Subdistrict, Dusit District, Bangkok. The samples in this study included 19 public health
volunteers (PHV) and 11 community elders and leaders (30 in total). Design thinking
process research was also applied to the data collection process. According to the data
analysis results, it was found that Pracharabuadham Temple communities were urban
communities integrating households, temples, and schools altogether. The communities
had lived there together for more than 124 years. Initially, the local people were organic
farmers who had collective buffalo feedlots next to the Bang Krabue canal. In 1897, the
temple called “Wat Bang Krabue” was established and later renamed as “Wat
Pracharabuedham”. In 1932, Wat Pracharabuetham was founded. Since then, the
communities had been developed both in terms of public utilities and public assistance.
Furthermore, many people from different areas had migrated into Bangkok metropolis
and its vicinities, leading to the official establishment of the communities in 1995. In the
urban way of living, working people woke up early and came back home later because

they needed to work outside the communities to feed their families. During the daytime,



grandparents were responsible for taking care of the chores, their grandchildren, and the
communities. Many grandparents only earned pocket money from their
children/grandchildren, so they wanted to do part-time jobs. However, they did not
have adequate knowledge to develop local products which could increase their
household revenues. Therefore, after years of research, three local innovations were
proposed, including 1) local wisdom about all-in-one herbal products, 2) “Phya Yor
Herbal Green Qil”, a local product, and 3) the establishment of “Dusit Rabuedham
Occupational Guild”. These local innovations brought about the improvements, value-
adding, differentiation, and creativity to Pracharabuedham Temple communities’ local
products. As a result, the urban community development ecosystem finally generated

more community revenues, promoted self-sufficiency, and created a moderate way of

life.
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