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The Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People's
Republic of China and China Overseas Exchange Association commissioned
Nanjing Normal University, Anhui Normal University and Beijing Chinese
Language College to respectively write this set of auxiliary Chinese language
teaching materials, namely, Common Knowledge about Chinese History, Common
Knowledge about Chinese Geography and Common Knowledge about Chinese
Culture which acquaint overseas Chinese teenagers with basic knowledge on these
subjects through class education or self-teaching. Parents can also use them to help
their children with study. Moreover, we hope this set of books can offer a wider

group of readers some rudimentary knowledge about Chinese history, geography
and culture, thus promoting cultural exchanges between China and other countries.
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According to the actual condition and needs of overseas Chinese language
teaching, in this set of books, we objectively narrate important events and figures in
Chinese history; briefly describe the major natural and cultural features of Chinese
geography; carefully select and introduce the essence of the Chinese culture, habits
and customs. We have tried to introduce new ideas in typesetting, design and so on

and to embody scientific, ideological and practical principles in the writing.

fE LR =BG S R, SR, RS . R
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We are deeply grateful to Su Shoutong, Wang Hongzhi, Zang Rong, Hou
Ming, Liu Shuying and Li Fangqin for revising Conumnon Knowledge about Chinese
History, Wang Yongchang, Yue Pinglan, Liu Shumei, Bi Chao, Xu Yukui, Dong
Naican, Zhang Guizhu and Li Wenjun for revising Common Knowledge about

Chinese Geography, and Zhang Ying, Zhang Meng, Dong Ming, Wu Huihua,
Tao Wei and Yang Erlin for revising Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture.
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Advice is welcomed if there were any mistake in the books. We will revise
them when republishing the next edition.
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Compilers
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Introduction

FHEELE— M I A S SR K

China is a country with a very long history.

KEZIE 170 LA, BTt s
B T E AL ARG . R, Sk
I TR Mgt L FETKEN%WE%AW
FCIBE% o KZIMEATTHT 2070 4, HAIEEE
Eﬁﬁﬂkv,ﬁmmﬁm$%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁo
B2 e Y R B —KE, goa
ﬁﬁﬁﬁam%ﬁ BT THE. S
VEZ RIS B0 SRRSO, 178 R B R AT 90
%ﬁ%i,¢.%¢#ﬂﬁkﬁzoL*ﬁ% th
Fiikmi%ﬁﬁ Fhes KA TSR, DA
LA &=, B Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%?ﬁﬁ@m H
uTﬁ%%mmHﬁ/\ﬁwm&i%xAl — [,
BENGEATT, I Z8, AR R

The ancestors of the Chinese people began to settle down in
present-day Yuanmou County, Yunnan Province, about 1,700,000
years ago. Later, throughout a long process of constant evolvement,
primitive people and tribes emerged during different periods. Around
2070 BC, the Xia Dynasty was founded, which was both the first
dynasty and the earliest slavery state power in China. The Shang
Dynasty, which succeeded the Xia Dynasty, was a great power in the
world at that time. It existed for over 500 years, and left a great deal of
exceedingly precious historical materials and artifacts such as inscriptions
on bones, tortoise shells and bronze wares. During the Western Zhou
Dynasty, the system of enfeoffment was adopted that resulted in many
contesting feudal lords, and China entered the stage of a feudal society.
It was also a period of immense changes in the history of China. The
enormous societal changes sparked cultural prosperity, creating an
environment in which many contending schools of thought emerged,
including such great thinkers as Confucius, Laozi and Mozi. The state
of Qin vanquished its six rivals and unified China in 221 BC. But

1. AL FESRERE

Peking Man Figure imagine scenes of life
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misconduct and tyranny doomed the regime, and it was soon thereafter replaced by the Han Dynasty.

DR T R MY RS, Bl A M DY P 5D AR R AR S bt e —
o DY, rhAess AR By Ko DEHRISER, S E AR “RBAN
IREmRR BN DR T

Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty expanded the southern and southwestern territories of China,
facilitating the better integration between the Han people and the ancient Yue ethnic groups and other
ethnic minorities in southwest China. The territory of the Chinese empire rapidly expanded during the
Han Dynasty. Because of the mightiness of the Han Dynasty, inhabitants in the middle of China were no
longer referred to simply as"people from Qin"; instead, they began to be accepted as"Han Ren"(the Han
people) or'"Han Zu"(the Han Ethnic Group).

Fok, A, B B %360 SRS 6 HOE 10
g, R EHEL T SFERG— G (Sul) BEEE. FERERHN, SrrasniiEse,
INATINE, BHECCIE RO IRANE . AR L, AU SN ABEA L, 1t B
HHAFA AR O 2 — o REIERRR FRSENTE R ImRE, PIHESMRAREA Y

ENT o HEEUE, IMER (v EEHUTIEENCY REAET .

In the ensuing centuries, China entered the period of the Three Kingdoms, the Two Jin Dynasties,
and the Southern and Northern Dynasties, which was a turbulent time of civil wars lasting more than 360
years. From the sixth to tenth centuries, two unifying dynasties, namely the Sui Dynasty and the Tang
Dynasty, emerged in China. The Sui and Tang dynasties featured an unprecedentedly prosperous economy,
frequent diplomatic contacts, and brilliant scientific, technological and cultural progress. Chang'an, the
capital city of the Tang Dynasty, was not only the political center of China, but also the economic and
cultural exchanges center for Asian countries at that time. Because of the enormous international influence

of the Tang Dynasty, the Chinese people were called "Tang Ren" (Chinese people) abroad. Even today,
the compact communities of Chinese people overseas are still called "Tang Ren Jie" (Chinatown).

FEIE I, EREE, AR AT EET. 960 4, Ja R (951—960 ) KRHEXIE
Jil (Zhao Kuangyin) EEFAMIEAE, BAARE (960—1279) o 1271 4R, Sl AZUAZN
BUES T, BT T ocifle 1276 Fon BB BN, 1279 SFIHK T ERERDE T, %Hi—
THIE. 1368 4, KITHMZENK TR, TR . X—M 1, WERED . X
A 1 4RERAL T A o IR B 5T Ak , B KO ol B T A i R 4Rim,
KGR IZMH, DR (Fars) e, LW TIEFER . XSl R Sl
TR S

The Tang Dynasty was weakened in its late period, and China subsequently fell into the situation of
Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms. In 960, Zhao Kuangyin, a senior general of the Later Zhou Dynasty
(951-960), led an army mutiny at Chengiao and established the Song Dynasty (960-1279). Kublai, a
Mongolian khan, established the Yuan Dynasty in 1271, led his troops to seize Hangzhou in 1276, and
annihilated the remnant strength of the Southern Song Dynasty before reunifying China in 1279. In 1368,

003
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Zhu Yuanzhang's troops captured Beijing, which symbolized the fall of the Yuan Dynasty. During this
period, China continued to hold a leading position in the fields of economy and culture in the world.
The Northern Song Dynasty had a well-developed commodity economy as well as high-level science
and technology. For example, it had the earliest paper notes in the world, widely employed gunpowder
and early thermal weapons, used the compass in seafaring, and invented movable type printing. All these
inventions greatly promoted the world's progress.

14 Hed % 19 ey, R EE A SR EE RE N IHEN . HEN, 212
RIGRE P k. HEATTET LR, #Ha%og, MR, 2t 1
AN AR A E . T EARIREER (Kangx1) | #EIE (Yongzheéng) AIEZFE (Qidnlong) M,
I TR Bt

The 14th to 19th centuries covered the period of the Ming and Qing dynasties, wherein the feudal

society of China gradually declined. The unified multinational country further developed during the Ming
Dynasty. In the early Ming Dynasty, the economy developed and the society prospered. Particularly, Zheng
He went on several missions to Western countries and improved friendly contacts between China and
foreign lands. Additionally, the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns of the Qing Dynasty witnessed
prosperity as well.

X, S R, 14, 15 A, RN R ek L T AR
LA 17, 18 A, B k. =R R AT Ty, P et R E kit
NIV EAB By, BEART SOR it . MHEEZ T, FREEERAERE R . AR
FE DR R ™ A 7 B S 2, R TR R R R A, A R R B
B, RAEEDT AR, B B B P B 2 R R AR L VR RN T B R
FXARIEA TR, AR GIAFRINB I AOZASEE, T TR A PO B
FIPE T R R 22 BRI ALK . BLE] 1840 AF SN R s Foldc e, FRIEIH IR EE A
SR 2 o AR R SRR — I, TR N R A

During this period, the world advanced rapidly as capitalism germinated in some European coastal

cities along the Mediterranean Sea in the 14th and 15th centuries. In the 17th and 18th centuries, bourgeois
revolutions successively took place in Britain, America and France; advanced countries in the West entered
the maturing stage of their Industrial Revolution; capitalism developed rapidly. In comparison, China
did not evolve synchronously. It is a fact that capitalism had begun to germinate during the middle and
late Ming Dynasty in China, but due to the restraint of feudalism, the development of productivity was
seriously hindered. As a result, the commodity-based economy developed sluggishly, and feudal society
began to decline. With the lagging social development of China and the arrival of aggressive forces of
Western colonists, the feudal rulers of China changed their attitudes towards the outside world, gradually
turning from an open door policy to a closed-door bent. The disparity between China and the Western
countries rapidly increased. In 1840, Britain waged the Opium War against China, symbolizing China's
transition into a semi-colonial and semi-feudal society. An old leat of the ancient history of China was

turned over, and the chapter of modern times thus began.
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The IDawn off Clhinese —
Tlhe Pre=Qin Period

1L ZLUXHBERE (ES
4000 £, & [gut] 2
HEFESRZHE, RMER
8, BTEKSEHE &
SRR HFLER )
White pottery gui of the Longshan
Culture has a history of four thousand
years. Pottery gui, the father of
Chinese drinking vessels, was used
originally to boil water or wine, and
later as ritual vessels.

JeZs, FRhED L RS
— FR I AR AR I S
The pre-Qin period refers to
remote antiquity in the history of

China before Qinshihuang reunited

the country.

KEZIFE 170 JIAEDART, =
P 0 LB N R WY
AN e, St ki
[T ¥ R e e 7 NTRi 1 )
WM LA ARG R

The ancestors of the Chinese

people had begun living in present-

day Yuanmou County, Yunnan

Province, about 1,700,000 years ago. Primitive people and tribes later

emerged following a long period of incremental changes.

REELRTTRHT 2070 4, B LRI EN, %
TR R K 400 Z4F, SE A FHbE i e, thRe (F
W2 RALHS, I iL BI——S R ZE ) o R I
SRR, Fiai Rk 500 24, B R 79
SO HHRREVE SIS S SR A . BB
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EHLEPUE, HRAER (haod 1T, BISRIGBRPYP 2. JER Y R #R DA RS0,
Ji T AT R AR B, e B2 . R RS 2R R Geiain TRI3E 2D 800 4F.
IRF5 K (T 770—RiT 476 ) FIEEIEL (I 475—RT 221) PI/NRL %@(Hﬁﬁ\ EEES
SRSV Z/NE B TERFEIR, BT 7 AR, XS GE N ORI
TR, FEONRRFNS—BUE TR,

The first dynasty of China, the Xia Dynasty, was founded around 2070 BC and lasted for over
400 years. The second dynasty was the Shang Dynasty, also called the Yin Dynasty (The shang Dynasty
changed its capital several times before finally settling in Yin, today's Anyang in Henan Province). The
Shang Dynasty was a great power in the world of its time. It existed for over 500 years, and left a bounty
of extremely precious historical materials and artifacts, such as inscriptions on bones, tortoise shells and
bronze wares. The third united dynasty was the Western Zhou Dynasty, with its capital in Haojing, today's
Xi'an in Shaanxi Province. Invaded and occupied by ethnic minorities, the capital was forced to move to
today's Luoyang in Henan Province by the Zhou ruling house, from which point it became known to
history as the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. The Western and Eastern Zhou reigned for about eight centuries
altogether. The Eastern Zhou is divided by historians into the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC)
and the Warring States Period (475-221 BC). During the Spring and Autumn period, the country split
into many small rival vassal states; by the time of the Warring States Period, they had coalesced into seven
powerful states. These seven states became feudalist societies through reforms, and laid foundations for the

forthcoming re-unification of China under the Qin Dynasty.

SRR, ARk HEEE . SRS R 2N, RIS
WIERDCE A, 1. PR ER]. SRR S . 2 SORE R ok I, 1B ARk
Vil PR RVAESCA B BRI AR ZRPE 5 ST S, St rb i DR (R 22 T B 5
\K%qu:]‘[)o

As the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Babylon and India evolved, China was undergoing its flourishing
civilization of the Xia, Shang and Western Zhou dynasties. While the Greek and Roman city-states in
Europe were in their prime, the thought and culture of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods

prospered. The Mediterranean area and China gradually grew into the two civilization centers of the world,

respectively in the West and the East.
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The Earliest Human Beings in China

N AL 5 Al R E S SOSCH T, e
Chinese ancient human fossils maps T DI > — . TR EE B
PRI W82 BN S 6:l
ZWER, IR E S AITHA
WAL B TR A

China not only boasts an ancient

civilization, but it is also one of
birthplaces of the human race. So far,
China ranks first in the number of
human fossils and cultural sites dating
from the Paleolithic Period, which reveal
traces of Yuanmou Man, Lantian Man,

Peking Man and Upper Cave Man.

FTIRA
Yuanmou Man
1965 4F, FEAFIHICIE, Bl AU T RuL
NI R A — ORI A Ao
In 1965, archeologists discovered the remains of two ancient

human teeth and some rough stone tools in Yuanmou County, Yunnan

Province.

SREFSE, XRmE AR B, IS
2J170 J3 4o AETCHEAR BRIt AREA R e JT
BN SN H A AL i A

Further examination confirmed that the findings belonged to

ancient human's osseous remains and relic, dating back some 1,700,000
years. The ancient human discovered in Yuanmou was referred to as
. Yuanmou Man, the earliest human found in China thus far.

1. RN

Yuanmou Man teeth

007



P

Common Knowledge about Chinese History

008

EZE=A

Peking Man

1929 45, EAbPh e f H
J&E e L i BRI T —AN5E
B i NS, Rk
TEIX AN wehk b X e Ja I T 5
AR B A A A, AR
X BRI zE ity N AR N
LA AL A TS IR TRl R
1 A2570 TR 20 JTE, A
PRBE TR R E, (HE AR H T H55 5. dbtA
AP AT BOMRS ) A fs , SRR B R, TR RS
Y, fRs, L E. b ACEa M HRR K.
K PR Al i — MK

In 1929, a complete human skull was found in a cave on Mount

Longgu in Zhoukoudian in southwest Beijing. Later, five more human
skulls and other fossil bones were uncovered there. The human beings
whose remains were found in these relics are referred to as Peking Man,
who lived around 700,000 to 200,000 years ago. Peking Man still had
some ape-like characteristics, but he had mastered the arts of making
and using tools. He chipped stones into rough implements and chopped
tree branches into sticks to gather vegetation, hunt animals and process

food. He had also learned to use natural fire, marking a milestone of

human evolution.

1987 4 12 ],
KBALIFA KRS Y
JA s AL RO A T8
I PR R SC AR
SN 7 5% o

The Zhoukoudian
Peking Man Ruins, where
the skulls of Peking Man
were found, was entered
into the world heritage

list by the UNESCO in
3 December 1987.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

JERALBER K

Peking Man head recovery

EmAKES

Peking Man skull

JEREAERA B

Beijing Zhoukoudian Ape Cave

WA A L E R 15

Upper Cave men Head Recovery
WBTRA S ER B 03505 &
The spicule and decorations made by the
Upper Cave Man

. TR ABER LR

Cavemen live in caves

INZE#L - Data

[HA A

Paleolithic Period

g A R BT R B
AMMITH AR, EAXMARR
MR B AR, BRI
RERT _=EHE, HBEA]
WEREMEIEHETE.

The period in which chipped
stone implements were used is
called the Paleolithic Period. The
Paleolithic Period lasted for two
to three million years. People of
that period survived by gathering,
hunting and fishing.
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Neolithic Period
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Around 8,000-9,000 years
ago, ground stone implements were
already in wide use among primitive
people. The period in which ground
stone implements were used is
called the Neolithic Period. Primitive
agriculture and animal husbandry
first appeared during this period.
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Upper Cave Man
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In 1930, human bones dating from about 30,000 years ago were
found in caves near the top of Mount Longgu in Zhoukoudian,

Beijing. We called them Upper Cave Man. Upper Cave Man's

appearance was almost identical to that of modern man.

W BRI e 24T H A, (HARHER RS,
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Upper Cave Man also used chipped stone tools, some of which
were exquisitely made, and the tools show that he had already mastered
grinding and drilling techniques. He made bone needles to sew animal
skins into clothing, and used animal bones and teeth, stone beads and
shells as ornaments. He had mastered the skill of making fire, and got

food from gathering vegetation, hurting and fishing.

LD B A e BRI M 0 R AR R . [R)— PRIV B
PSR, KRR, KRS EY.

The Upper Cave people formed matriarchal clans according,
to the mothers blood relationship. Members of the same clan lived

together, worked together and shared their food together.
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Ancestors of the Chinese Nation
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Chinese people often call themselves "descendants of Yandi

and Huangdi", in reference to the legendary heroes named Yandi
g Yy

and Huangdi.
£
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Over 4,000 years ago, many clans and tribes resided in the

Yellow River valley, among which two tribes, respectively led

by Huangdi and Yandi, were the most prominent.
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Huangdi and Yu the Great
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Huangdi and Yandi, the two powerful tribes resided in the
Yellow River valley. To the east of the Yellow River valley was the
territory of the Jiuli tribe, with Chiyou as its chieftain. It is said that the

Jiuli people used bronze weapons and were a

warlike group.
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Distribution area of the eight
legendary tribal groups

—— EWRERRBS
Eastward migration route of
Huangdi's tribe

—= UHRHEEBOFEBEE
Eastward migration route of part of
Yandi's tribe

=E  SROUKZESINX
Legendary flooded area

X ETE

Main battle site




1. #HH

A drawing of Huangdi

2. IEEHE

A south-pointing chariot

3. EWE

Huangdi Mausoleum

4. =ABK
A statue of Chiyou
5. BREE B X4

Yandi Mausoleum, Baoji, Shaanxi Province

ZERF
The Three Emperors and
Five Sovereigns
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A (Sul ) A R, (x1) o
K,

The Three Emperors refers
to three legendary monarchs of
China from remote antiquity, namely
Suiren, Fuxi and Shennong.

EHEHEHREHRF
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( Zhuanxa ) . 2 (Diku) .
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The Five Sovereigns refers to
five legendary monarchs of China
in remote antiquity, who came
after the Three Emperors. The Five
Sovereigns are typically known as
Huangdi, Zhuanxu, Diku, Yao and
Shun.
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W ECRBITR, BRI, APRERR R,
Legend has it that the Jiuli attacked Yandi's tribe to expand their
territory. The latter was defeated, thereupon turning to Huangdi for
help. Huangdi allied himself with Yandi, and vanquished Chiyou
at a place called Zhuolu (in today's Hebei Province). A dense mist
descended during the battle, causing great confusion. However,
Huangdi had an instrument on his chariot that perpetually pointed
south. The instrument allowed him to rally the allied forces and chase

Chiyou until finally capturing and executing him.
) €
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After the Battle of Zhuolu, conflicts arose between the tribes of
Huangdi and Yandi for the hegemony of all the tribes. The Huangdi
tribe ultimately prevailed. The two tribes were further fused, and others
also joined the alliance headed by the tribe of Huangdi in succession,
in the joint development of the Middle Plains. The collection of tribes
gradually deepened their exchanges in language, customs, production

and living habits, eventually forming the main body of the Huaxia

people after a long period of integration and development.

e TR DURKIRT S, JErhAR R 22 ZEA R4 o
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The Huaxia people were the predecessor of the Han people,
and the principal part of the Chinese nation. The Huaxia people
regarded Huangdi and Yandi as their ancestors, and called themselves
"descendants of Yandi and Huangdi." Even today, the Han people and

many other ethnic minorities of China continue to identify themselves

thusly.
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Yu the Great's Harnessing the Flood
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Yu the Great was the chieftain of the legendary Xiahou clan. He
was originally called Yu or Xiayu. According to legend, the Yellow
River flooded during the reign of Yao, and the people were forced to
abandon their villages, and moved to higher ground. The aftermath
of the flood brought great misery to the people. Yao, the chieftain of
the Yan-Huang tribal alliance, appointed Gun to harness the flood's
power. Gun built dykes to keep back the water, but failed. Shun,
who succeeded Yao, executed Gun, and appointed Gun's son, Yu,
to continue with the flood-harnessing efforts.
Yu adopted a dredging method to divert the pmm
floodwaters along river courses into the sea. Yu
worked very hard, and it was said that during the
13 years he spent taming the floods, he passed his
home three times, but did not enter until his task
was completed. As a result of his successtul efforts,
the people called him"Yu the Great"to show their

respect.
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The Throne-Demising
System
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In ancient China, the ruler of
the alliance of tribes passed on
power to the next generation by
means of abdication. According to
legend, Yao was a chieftain of the
Taotang tribe, who was chosen to
be head of the alliance. In his old
age, Yao consulted the other tribal
chieftains, and chose Shun, head of
the Youyu clan, as his successor.
In the same way, Shun chose Yu,
leader of the Xiahou clan, to be
his successor. Yu recommended
Boyi as his successor while he still
reigned.

1. K&K

A drawing of Yu the Great

2. WHTRM KB
Yu the Great Mausoleum, Shaoxing, Zhejiang
Province

3. KBiAKE
The picture of Yu the Great Harnessing the
flood

CEHEEE (2010 £HNHR
XEFER)

Dengfeng Kai mother Que (2010 inscribed on
the World Heritage List)

OB B MR B
A statue of Yu the Great, Yuzhou, Henan
Province
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Due to his achievement in harnessing the floods, he was chosen
as the successor of Shun by the latter, with the approval of other tribal

chieftains. After Shun's death, Yu became the head of the tribal alliance.
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Following the taming of the floods, vegetation and wild beasts
grew wantonly and threatened the survival of the people. Yu taught
his subjects the art of agriculture, and the people then settled down and
learned to feed themselves in a consistent and organized way. He also
waged wars against the Miao tribes, prevented them from entering the
Yellow River reaches, and consolidated the Huaxia people's supremacy
in the Middle Plains.
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In Yu's time, chieftains of the tribal alliance had

greatly strengthened their authority. After Yu's death,
his son Qi succeeded to the throne on his own by
supplanting Boyi, and thus encountered a revolt by
the Youhu tribe. Qi crushed the Youhu tribe's attempt
to overthrow him, and all tribes accepted his position.
Hence, a hereditary system replaced that reliant on
the demise of the throne. The Xia Dynasty that Qi
established was the first dynasty in the history of China,
and it lasted for over 400 years. Its last king, Jie, was a
tyrant, who led a brutal regime. At that time, a tribe
called Shang in the lower reaches of the Yellow
River gradually grew to become powerful enough
to wage war against the Xia and destroy it,
thereby establishing the Shang Dynasty in
around 1,600 BC.
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King Wu's Attack Against King Zhou ﬂ
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Shang was an ancient tribe located in the middle and lower reaches

of the Yellow River, and its first ancestor was called Xie. The Shang
tribe often migrated in its early stage, moving a total of eight times in 13
generations from Xie to Tang. Tang settled down in Bo and overthrew
the Xia to establish the Shang Dynasty. Shang moved five times after
Tang, and finally Pan'geng settled down in Yin (northwest of today's
Anyang in Henan Province). The Shang Dynasty then underwent a

revival. 1. A&
A portrait of Duke Zhou
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ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ&yﬁyﬁbﬁL Py HETXLE_"/]\EXEégTJ‘ (Zhbu) EEO ﬂﬁ %zfoagv?ith findemation,which many

bel\_eve was made when Jiang Taigong sat
JUMEHCZ, IRAAE ARG, e MERIAE T \ i“["”;%mﬁ%
-

The Shang Dynasty fell into political disorder in its later period. Anyang Yin Ruins Museum
Its last monarch was King Zhou, a tyrant who disregarded the people's

subsistence while indulging in his own sensuous pleasures.
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EXNHE, BELHA
Jiang Taigong's Going
Fishing
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Jiang Taigong was an
ambitious man from the LU clan
of the Jiang tribe, who was given
the name of Shang at his birth,
alias Ziya in his adulthood, and
was respected as Taigong Wang.
Legend has it that he used to fish
by the Weishui River, expecting
to come across King Wen in the
chance that he might pass by. He
held a fishing rod high above the
water, and his fishhook was straight
without any bait. As he pretended
to fish, he would say, 'Rise to the
hook. Those who are willing, please
rise to the hook." One day King
Wen took notice, and gladly invited
him to help administer the country.
People have since used the phrase
"Jiang Taigong's going fishing" to
mean that someone is volunteering
to do something even at a cost to
themselves.
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Sketch Map of King Wu's Route of
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King Zhou had various birds and beasts raised in Shaqiu, north
of the capital city, as tributes from across the country. He had a Lutai
platform built south of the capital to preserve countless treasures.
Moreover, he had"ponds of drink"dug to be filled with fine wines,
as well as"forests of meat" to store his abundant supply of meat. King
Zhou got enjoyment from his "ponds of drink" and "forests of meat"
along with his concubines and ministers every day. He had huge
storages built, which were filled with grains looted from every corner
of the country. He also invented many brutal methods of punishment,
one of which was "pao/uo," in which victims were forced to walk on a
greased bronze pole placed above burning charcoal, only to fall into the

fire and be burnt to death when they slipped.
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King Zhou of the Shang Dynasty refused to hear any dissuasion.
He executed his uncle by digging out the latter's heart for his
remonstration. Another minister admonished King Zhou that the
latter's wrongdoings would endanger both his regime and life, but the

latter replied that his life was blessed by Heaven and that nobody could

do him any harm.

RN, TR RS I, A ettt o o JEOR 2 R P R ]
ST — D EAES T B C RS, AL A=, FE AT,
HHANT . B (R sle i Bim. Bt
FISCERWBIAME S, WA, AR ERY;
AHMERR % FE R, ARy KL, %

Campaign against King Zhou
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‘.,E,g = In the meantime, a vassal kingdom of the Shang

@ L Dynasty called Zhou (a different Chinese character

" /A from that used as the name of King Zhou) was growing

- powerful in the Weishui River valley. The king of

Zhou, named Wen, was an able and enlightened

Ak administrator, who valued agriculture, made good use

o of talents and showed generosity to his people. Assisted

<gm Pmziuedral by his competent prime minister Li Shang (commonly

q:ﬁg%%g:f: known as Jiang Taigong) both in political and military
bl

ncient China
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affairs, King Wen encouraged his people to
live and work in peace by impelling domestic
production, and meanwhile constantly expanded
his territory by conquering other tribes. As a
result, Zhou became increasingly wealthy and

powerful.
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In the mid-11th century BC, King Wen died, and his son King

Wu came to the throne. The new ruler received assistance from Li
Shang and his own younger brother, Duke Zhou, and his state hence
thrived. During King Wu's reign, the politics of the Shang Dynasty
became even worse. King Wu united other tribes in the west and the
south, leading an alliance of tribes against the tottering Shang Dynasty.
Both sides confronted each other at Muye (in today's Henan Province)
to stage a decisive battle. The army of the Shang Dynasty was mainly
conscripted slaves, who had been very hostile to King Zhou. They not
only refused to resist King Wu's troops, but staged revolts and guided
the troops of King Wu into the capital city of the Shang Dynasty. King
Zhou immolated himself to death, and the Shang Dynasty thus perished.
With support from all tribes and vassal states, King Wu founded the
Zhou Dynasty in 1046 BC, and settled his capital in Haojing (southwest

of today's Xi'an, Shaanxi Province). This new power is known as the

Western Zhou Dynasty.
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Oracle Inscriptions
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Oracle inscriptions refer
to types of Chinese characters
inscribed on tortoise shells and
animal bones. Also known as
Xiewen and Buci, they were first
discovered around Xiaotun in the
suburbs of Anyang (the site of
the capital city of the late Shang
Dynasty), Henan Province in 1899.
These characters on tortoise shells
and animal bones are basically
records for the divining of rulers of
the Shang Dynasty, involving almost
all aspects of social production
and life at that time. Each piece of
shell or bone bears one to tens of
characters. The oracle inscriptions
are thought to be the early forms
of Chinese characters, and also
the earliest mature characters
contained in a relatively complete
system that have been discovered
in China.

1. B8 MEE (BREEH LH%IE Mg

H4E )
Oracle bone inscriptions (Yin Ruins
unearthed inscriptions carved bone)

- BREU L 2
Zhougong Temple, Qishan, Shaanxi
Province
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Muye Battle
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The Vassal Enfeoffment System of the
Western Zhou Dynasty
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After the destruction of the Shang Dynasty by the Zhou
Dynasty, kings of the Zhou Dynasty began to divide its territory

in accordance with kinship and military glories, so that they
could effectively rule the conquered areas and people

- &
f ﬁ ﬁ!'ﬁo ﬁ ﬁq ﬁ % ﬁ therein. They authorized the descendents of the Zhou

royal house, the meritorious ministers in the revolt and

h} }% %bﬁ hl }ﬁ }} h EE} the aristocrats of the previous dynasties to be vassals
1

in fiefs, distributing lands, commoners and slaves to

ﬁ and grant the establishment of vassal states in a grand fashion

them to facilitate the establishment of vassal states.
The important vassal states accredited by the kings of the Zhou Dynasty
included Lu, Qi, Yan, Wei, Song, and Jin. The vassals were required to
obey orders of the kings of the Zhou Dynasty who were also the son of
Heavea, and pay tributes to them. They were responsible for defending
the territories at peacetime and leading armies to fight in wars under the

command of the Son of Heaven.
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Western Zhou social Hierachy
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Western Zhou packet sketch
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After the Zhou Dynasty granted the establishment of vassal states,

the long-standing "tribes" of remote antiquity gradually disappeared, and
were superseded by feudal states. During the Western Zhou Dynasty,
each vassal could subdivide their fiefs that they received from the
Central Government. Vassals usually kept central areas for themselves
to exercise direct governance, and subdivided and conferred the rest of
their fiefs to relatives, with the exception of the people of primogeniture
(who were supposed to inherit both the central territories and principal
feudal title). Such granted relatives were known as qingdafu, and such
further granted lands were called "caiyi." Qingdafu could distribute the
caiyi that they themselves had received to their own relatives except for
their own sons of primogeniture. The conferred relatives at this level
were known as shi, and granted lands were called "Lutian". Henceforth,
a patriarchal structure of feudal politics was formed all over the country,
centering on the royal family of the Zhou Dynasty and featuring a

unified and distinct social hierarchy.
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Western Zhou bronze Ligui

2. FAEARIEE
Western Zhou Duke Mao Tripod and
inscriptions

3. XEEGARPHEALHEREE
Stone carving in Han tomb of the Duke of
Zhou acting as a capable and loyal regent
for his young nephew King Cheng
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The Rites of Zhou
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The Rites of Zhou is divided
into six chapters, namely the
Tianguan Zhongzai (Offices of
the Heavens), the Diguan Situ
(Offices of Earth), the Chunguan
Zongbo (Offices of Spring), the
Xiaguan Sima (Offices of Summer),
the Qiuguan Sikou (Offices of
Autumn), and the Dongguan
Sikong (Offices of Winter). As
each chapter is subdivided into
the first and second volumes, the
whole book contains 12 volumes
altogether. The book showcases
the schemes of governance
through the system of offices, and
the work divisions of the duties for
the six officials are generally as
follows: the Heavenly Official takes
charge of the royal court, the Earth
Official the civil affairs, the Spring
Official the patriarchal clans, the
Summer official the military affairs,
the Autumn official the criminal
justice, and the Winter official the
engineering and construction.
It is believed that the system was
established by Dan, the Duke
of Zhou, who was a renowned
statesman, thinker, litterateur and
strategist of the Western Zhou
Dynasty.
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The Rites of Zhou contains an
abundance of content, including
political standards, ethics and
various systems in a hierarchical
society, and is really rare among
literature in the remote antiquity.
As the earliest and most complete
records of the system of offices in
China, it became one of the major
classics of Confucianism.
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By means of its feudal system, the Western Zhou Dynasty
strengthened the central government's control over vassals, and some
powerful vassals waged constant wars against nearby ethnic minorities
to annex their lands. This enlarged the territories of the Zhou Dynasty
while accelerating the integration of all ethnic groups, making the

Western Dynasty a powerful country.
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By the Spring and Autumn Period, large vassal states constantly
launched wars to take lands, populations and hegemony over other
vassal states, resulting in a situation in which all vassals contested for
hegemony. Consequently, the royal house of the Zhou Dynasty
declined day by day as the Vassal Enfeoffment System began to break

down. After the Qin Dynasty re-unified the country and established a

prefecture-county system, the enfeoffment system came to an end.
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Five Hegemonic Vassals of the Spring

and Autumn Period
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Sketch Map of the Main powers during the

Spring and Autumn Period
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In the early Spring and Autumn Period, il
there existed over 100 vassal states, all
squabbling over lands and populations. Strong
states annexed weak ones and contended for

hegemony over all the others. During this

1NE33 e
=
:f: m ilp"/ £

period, Duke Huan of Qi, Duke Xiang of
Song, Duke Wen of Jin, Duke Mu of Qin
and King Zhuang of Chu became hegemonic powers in succession,
and were historically referred to as the "Five Powers of the Spring and
Autumn Period." Some other historians rank the "five powers" as Duke
Huan of Qi, Duke Wen of Jin, King Zhuang of Chu, King Helt of
Wu and King Goujian of Yue.
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Capital of the Zhou Dynasty
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Capital of the vassal states
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Wu's route of advance
— HEHFBS

Yue's route of advance

=> 7. B KBE

Qi and Chu's routes of expansion
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iERR )
Horses sacrificed upon the burial of a noble
of the State of Qi in modern Shandong
Province (A total of 600 immolated steeds
have been found in Shandong, indicating
the wealth and power of Qi.)

2. Eihig

A portrait of Guan Zhong

FKETH
The Spring and Autumn
Period

ERERERE EH—
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The Spring and Autumn Period
refers to an era in Chinese history
from 770 BC to 476 BC. The history
during this period is recorded in an
ancient Chinese historical record
The Spring and Autumn Annals.
Therefore, the name "Spring and
Autumn Period" is used to define
that era.
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Q1 was a
rich state in the
orient during

the
1

and Autumn

Spring

Period. With the aid of the able statesman Guan Zhong, Duke Huan
of Qi carried out a series of political and economic reforms, which
helped the state flourish and greatly enhanced its military power. Duke
Huan commanded his troops to fight off the attacks by Shanrong and
other ethnic groups, and led the armies of eight vassal states, including
Qi, Lu and Song,

prevented it from aggressive expansion northwards. In this way, he

to crusade against the State of Chu in the south and

gained enormous prestige. In 651 BC, Duke Huan convened a meeting

of the rulers of all the states, at which envoys sent by the Son of Heaven
of Zhou were also present. A treaty of alliance was concluded, and the

hegemonic period of Qi commenced.
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Duke Xiang of Song attempted
to supersede Duke Huan's hegemony,

but his efforts were made in vain.
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Duke Wen of Jin adopted a series of effective measures after

he was enthroned, and the State of Jin soon became
a powertful state in the north. The State of
Chu in the south also attempted a
hegemonic position. In 632
BC, the State of Jin defeated
the State of Chu in a bloody 1
war, and the army of the State of

Chu was heavily defeated. From then on, the State of Jin began to rule
over the Middle Plains. The fight for hegemony went on between the
two states for 100 years, until King Zhuang of Chu smashed the Jin army
and made himself the hegemonic power. In the meantime, Duke Mu
of Qin had also attempted to expand his territory eastwards and exert a
hegemonic influence over the Middle Plains. After his failure, he turned
to enlarge his territory to the west and enjoyed an exclusive hegemonic

position there.

SR IR A 2 KT R 5K o X NEI R AR,
EBIIN T Frigfil S BRAHEN, REFEEER SR T
B LU I S TR ORSSBMIE AT T 2 Rk, &
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Both the State of Yue and the State of Wu were located on the lower
reaches of the Yangtze River. Despite their small sizes, the two states had
also taken part in the war for hegemony. In the course in which the State
of Jin and the State of Chu contended for hegemony, the State of Wu,
with the support of the State of Jin, once captured the capital city of the
State of Chu. Afterwards, both the State of Wu and the State of Yue waged
wars between each other many times, alternately defeating one another.
In 494 BC, Fuchai, king of the
State of Wu, defeated the State
of Yue heavily, and the State of
Yue thus became a vassal state of
the State of Wu. After a decade of
painstaking preparation, Goujian,
a king of Yue, destroyed the State
of Wu. Later, Goujian led his army
to proceed northward, and made
himself the last hegemony of the

Spring and Autumn Period.
tel

1. ME AR

The sword of Gou Jian, ruler of the State of
Yue

2. FEAMEM ( LRKRFAIK

Ef5A )

Duke Huan and Guan Zhong (Shandong
Wuhou Temple Han Stone)

Ehgr s RE
Lying on Brushwood and
Tasting Gall
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King Fuchai of Wu defeated
the State of Yue in 494 BC, and
King Goujian of Yue had to bear
humiliation and sue for peace,
agreeing to serve the king of Wu
as a slave in the State of Wu. Two
years later, Goujian was released
back to his own state. Having sworn
himself to revenge, he removed
his mat to sleep on brushwood,
tasted gall before each meal, and
urged himself on by uttering the
words, "Have you forgotten the
humiliation?" He kept in mind the
pains caused by the destruction of
his regime, led people of the State
of Yue to make painstaking efforts
and finally annihilated the State of
Wu. Afterwards, people often use
the expression "lying on brushwood
and tasting gall" to express the
determination to exert oneself to
make progress.
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Seven Powers of the Warring States Period
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The numerous wars in the Spring and Autumn

Period greatly reduced the amount of vassal states. By the

time of the Warring States Period, only seven vassal states

Hifs fea for T
f | SO0 g . . . .
il o E‘rx‘e F 'f'-g‘ggijiﬁ' & remained, with the rest having been absorbed by Qi,
i Al ) i A . . .
Y w3 E‘EM = Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao, Wei and Qin. These seven states

L were called the "Seven Powers of the Warring States

Period."
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In the early Warring States Period, Han, Zhao and Wei formed

an alliance, defeating large states such as Qi, Qin and Chu separately,
and becoming relatively powerful ones. Later, the alliance broke up,

while Qi and Qin gradually grew in strength.
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In the mid-Warring States Period, the State of Wei attacked Zhao.
Zhao asked the State of Qi for help. The great military strategist Sun Bin
led the Qi army against the Wei capital. Alarmed at the threat to their
lightly defended state, the Wei troops, who had already occupied the Zhao
capital, withdrew, and Zhao was saved. On their way back to Wei, the
Wei forces were ambushed by the Qi army, and were crushingly defeated.
This was a famous battle in Chinese history which gave rise to the saying

"besieging Wei and saving Zhao."

AR BRI BE T, SR ZEBAAE FNBRFHEH4E T IR
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Two years later, Wei launched an attack against the State of Han.
The Qi army, again under the command of Sun Bin, besieged Wei to
save Han. The Qi army pretended to retreat. On the first day they left
behind enough campfire sites to cook food for 100,000 soldiers, the
second day enough for 50,000 soldiers, and the third day only enough
for 30,000 soldiers. The Wei commander thus speculated that the Qi
soldiers were deserting in great numbers. When the picked troops
of Wei caught up with a small force of the Qi army at Maling
(in today's Henan Province), they were ambushed and utterly

defeated by the full strength of the Qi army. After these two

wars, Qi replaced Wei as the hegemonic power of the Middle Plains.

R, ZREEEORER S, A S ANE R A ARE
MR, SRR SRR, HFEIIRE. TR FEk
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In the late Warring States Period, Qin became stronger and
stronger. Unable to solely resist Qin, the other six states attempted to
ally against the growing power in the west, but Qin cleverly sowed
discord among them, and they could never form a united front against
it. Qin vanquished the other states one by one, abolished the Zhou

ruling house, and united China under the Qin Dynasty.

(HMIREE )
Sun Bin's Art of War

XEENTBREERN
HAIEMBASEFEN. B4
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This classic of military science
was written by Sun Bin and his
pupils during the Warring States
Period. It inherited and developed
the military theories of the Spring
and Autumn Period, as expounded
in such works as the Sun Zi's
Art of War, summed up military
experiences from the mid-Warring
States Period, and advanced many
new viewpoints and principles.
‘Besieging Wei and Saving Zhao"
and "The Battle of Maling" are
examples of the military strategy
enshrined in the Sun Bin's Art of
War.

—_

TR (XKAREUKE
A 5235 )
A spear head with tiger-carving (made
during the Spring & Autumn Period and
Warring States Period)

2. REUATEE ( HEER )
A bronze Spear head with tiger-carving
(made during the Warring States Period)
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Shang Yang's Reform
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In 361 BC, Duke Xiao came to the throne of the
State of Qin. Determined to make Qin a powerful state,

he set about looking for men of talent, promising official

position to anyone who could make Qin powerful.

R (Yang) JR2 BELA, WrEhxNMEE.,
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Shang Yang, a native of the State of Wei, came to the state

of Qin on hearing the news. Discussing the state affairs with Shang
Yang for successive days, Duke Xiao could not agree any more with
1. BBE AL c N € )

Shang Yang had a log erected at the South Shang Yang's proposal. In 356 BC, Shang Yang was given the task of
Gate B

2. BB A

Shang Yang prioritized agriculture and
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Shang Yang envisioned a novel way to win the confidence of the

reforming Qin's institutions.

T e T
"\Jij'{‘.

population, so that the people of Qin would back his reform. He had
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a log placed near the south gate of the capital of Qin, and announced
that he would give 10 units of money to anyone who carried the log
to the north gate. When nobody took up the ofter, Shang Yang raised
the reward to 50 units of money. Finally a man shouldered the log,
and carried it to the north gate. Shang Yang was true to his word, and
handed over 50 units of money to the man. Sure of the confidence of
the people of Qin, Shang Yang proclaimed new decrees to set about
a suit of reforms. This famous story is known as"Erecting a Log at the

Southern Gate."
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Shang Yang's reforms mainly included the permitted private
ownership of, and transactions in, land, the exemption from corvee labor
for producers of large amounts of crops or cloth, and the lavish rewards
(such as higher rank, more lands and more houses) for people of military
distinction. Former aristocrats could not enjoy any privilege without

military distinction. The whole state was divided into 31 counties, which

were supervised by officials directly appointed by the Duke.
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Members of the aristocracy of Qin strongly opposed those new
decrees soon after they were implemented. Two tutors of the heir-
apparent of Qin prompted the latter to stand out against the reform.
Shang Yang punished them both, having the nose of one of them cut

off and the face of the other tattooed. Consequently, nobody dared to

criticize the reform again.
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Owing to Shang Yang's reform, Qin built a buoyant
economy and gained greater military strength, becoming

the most powerful state in the late Warring States Period.

HERREEEE
Major Reforms in the
Warring States Period
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During the Warring States
Period, in addition to Shang Yang's
renowned reform, there were also
the reforms brought about by Li
Kui in the State of Wei and by Wu
Qi in the State of Wu, respectively.
Marquis Wen of Wei (445-396 BC)
appointed Li Kui to introduce a
reform and develop the economy,
making Wei a powerful state in the
early Warring State Period; and in
382 BC, King Dao of Chu appointed
Wu Qi as the highest official, who
conducted a reform. Wu Qi's reform
accelerated the feudalization of the
State of Chu, rapidly turning it into a
powerful state.

1. AEE T IHEE
Shang Yang debating with the members of
aristocracy
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Brilliant Bronze Civilization

1. GRS

Houmuwu Square cauldron

2. MEFRG

Four goats square statue
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Bronze civilizations represented a stage of the development of

human cultures marked by the use of bronze wares.

HHLEH. B, BeE, FAPGEE K, MEHH.
Bronze is the alloy of copper, tin and lead. Yellowish-brown in

color, it was hence named gingrong (in Chinese language).
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The bronze age of China emerged 4,700 years ago, spanning the
four eras of the Xia Dynasty, the Shang Dynasty, the Western Zhou

Dynasty, and the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods.
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The manufacture of bronze wares was well developed during
the Shang Dynasty. The Houmuwu Square Cauldron, made in the
late Shang Dynasty, and unearthed in Anyang, Henan, has three
Chinese characters—"Hou Mu Wu"—on one side. The cauldron is
1.33 meters high, 1.1 meters long, 0.78 meters wide, and 832.84 kg
in weight; it is the biggest bronze ware artifact in the world. A wine

vessel featuring casting heads of four goats, also dating from the Shang
g g g g g

Dynasty, is one of the finest examples of bronze wares.
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During the pre-Qin period, bronze was also used
to make musical instruments. In the Spring and Autumn
and Warring States periods, the"music of chimes and
drums"was popular at court and religious ceremonies.
In 1978, a complete set of chimes was excavated from
the tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng in Suizhou, Hubei
Province. A total of 64 chimes were divided into eight
groups in accordance to their different sizes and pitches,

1 hung on a three-layer stand of bronze and wood. The
chimes have beautiful timbre and wide range, and can still be played

despite being buried for over 2,000 years.
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During the time of the Shang and Zhou dynasties, there
prevailed a unique bronze culture in the Chengdu Plain in southwest
China — the Sanxingdui Culture. The bronze masks, bronze standing

human figures, bronze sacred trees excavated there have attracted wide

attention.
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The bronze wares of China were exquisite and had high
artistic value, showcasing the advanced techniques
and culture of
China during its
pre-Qin period.
Now, museums
in most European
countries and the
U.S. house bronze

wares from China.

BBER. SHEEESR
Houmuwu Square Cauldron:
The Renaming of National
Bronze Treasure
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The Houmuwu Square
Cauldron was a casting ware in
the late Shang Dynasty (about the
14th century BC to the 11th century
BC), excavated at the Wuguan
Village, Houjiazhuang, Anyang City
of Henan Province in March 1939.
It used to be called Simuwu Square
Cauldron, but as early as the
1970s, academia came up with a
new explanation on the inscription
of Houmuwu, interpreting the
character'si'to be'hou."The experts
explained that people of the Shang
Dynasty had casual handwriting,
that the character'hou‘could be
written both in an obverse way
and a reversed way, and that it
sounds more reasonable that the
character"hou"should be something
indicating the identity of the owner
of the tomb. However, due to wide
promotion in primary and middle
school textbooks in the past, the
previous name"Simuwu Cauldron'is
more popular. After the opening
of the Hall of Display of Bronze
Ware, a new hall of the National
Museum at the end of March 2011,
the Simuwu Cauldron was formally
renamed'Houmuwu Cauldron."

ZEEBEEN AR

Sanxingdui Bronze Standing Human Figure

CBRZEHIHEN

The set of chimes unearthed from the tomb
of Marquis Yi of Zheng
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Ganshi Classic of the Constellations

1. iEEERIAEX
Oracle bone script about a solar eclipse
2. (BEM) EHMEEE (FE)
HHR

Record about Halley in Spring and Autumn
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The Chinese people have paid great attention to
astronomical phenomena since very early times. Meteor
showers and solar eclipses from as far back as the Xia

Dynasty are recorded in ancient books, and are thought

1 to be the earliest astronomical accounts. By the Spring

and Autumn and Warring States periods, astronomy had

reached quite a high level of sophistication. Astronomers of the State

of Lu observed 37 solar eclipses, among which 33 have been proved

accurate.
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During this period there

pree

E -
-
Ty

also appeared specialized

works on astronomy. Gan

De of the State of Qi wrote 2
a work entitled Astronomy and Astrology in eight volumes, and Shi
Shen of the State of Wei wrote his Astronomy, also in eight volumes.
Later, the two works were combined as the Ganshs Classic of the
Constellations. The earliest astronomical work extant in the world,
this book records the motions of Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Mars and
Saturn. Also, it records the names of 800 stars, the positions of 121 of
which have been ascertained. Gan De discovered Jupiter's satellite with
the naked eye, 2,000 years earlier than the Italian astronomer Galileo,
who discovered it with an astronomical telescope in 1609. Shi Shen

discovered the reason why solar and lunar eclipses occur. A crater on

the moon has since been named after him.

REZE
Halley's Comet

1682 £, EARELRIH
T—HEE, FREYUTHSE
THE, NMIBIFEERS
‘IMEEE” . HXWREEE
FEATTHI 613 ERBEWHNE
BB (EFEK) F, XEHF
EXTHREEEREMNILR.
EREERE L BPEREE
HELR, XTREZEEMIL
HAHER, AAANX—F
EMLILHEANET 2000
&,

Halley's Comet is named after
Sir Edmond Halley, an English
astronomer who discovered the
comet and calculated its orbit in
1682. This comet, however, had
appeared in The Spring and Autumn
Annals, a chronicle history book of
the State of Lu, as early as in 613
BC, which is the earliest record of
Halley's Comet in the world. In the
history of ancient China, there are
hundreds of records on comets,
among which those of Halley's
Comet are especially detailed.
Thus, Chinese astronomers
discovered Halley's Comet 2,000
years earlier than those in the West.

1. (HREZR)

Ganshi Classic of the Constellations

2. Z+/\EEE

Twenty—eight constellation diagram

3. ERERIEER

Ziwei Yuan star chart of Tang Dynasty



Al

Ancient China

REHAR. BERALT

Confucius, the Great Thinker and Educator

1. fLF%

A portrait of Confucius

2.
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The Book of Songs was edited by Confucius.
It contains 305 songs —some of the oldest
pieces of Chinese literature —which were
collected during the 500 years dated from
the early Western Zhou Dynasty though the
the middle of Spring and Autumn Period
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Confucius (551-479 BC) was surnamed Kong; with a given
name Qiu, he was also styled Zhongni. A native of Zouyi in
the State of Lu (in the southeast of today's Qufu, Shandong

Province) in the late Spring and Autumn Period, he was the
pring

founder of Confucianism.
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Confucius was a great thinker to have emerged at that time. He
advanced the theory of benevolence (ren) on the part of rulers towards
their people, stressing that the wealth the people produced should not
be squandered and that political rule should be based on virtue, instead

of force.
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1. FLFHZFE
Confucius Giving a Lecture

2. fLlFE

Confucius'Tomb

3. R ETLE
Confucius Temple, Qufu, Shandong
Province
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Confucius was also a great educator. In his time, only descendents
from aristocratic families could receive education. Contucius advocated
"treating everyone the same in education." He taught his pupils without
discrimination, regardless of their social status. Confucius established
private schools and broke the government's monopoly over education.
It is said that Confucius taught as many as 3,000 pupils, among whom
72 became very famous. Confucius proposed "teaching students

according to their aptitude."

He told his pupils to review what they
had learned regularly during their study, because "new knowledge can

be gained by reviewing old knowledge." He said one should be honest

in learning and not pretend to know what one did not know. Also, he

told his pupils to combine study with thinking.

Rk, AL TN TR B EATILR TR,
WA CRIE) — 5, GBI BOMHRR AT —. LFH | | Scimssis

JYATVIE ES + »
FUBCAHIE 2000 ZAFEE SR IES BERMABES, (5)
CEMGLCE X BB ICERD,
EMNZHLFREEERITHN,
RILFHHEHRAKREM
AR AT 5k

The Six Classics are six
ancient works considered central
to the Confucian canon, namely,
The Book of Changes, The Book of
Songs, The Book of Rites, The Book
of Music, The Book of History and
The Spring and Autumn Annals.
These works were compiled and
edited by Confucius himself. They
were immortal contributions that
Confucius made to the development
of ancient Chinese culture.

Confucius'
disciples recorded his
words and deeds in 7he
Analects of Confucius,
which is a classic of
the Confucian school.
Confucius' theories
formed the orthodox
ideology in China for

over 2,000 years.

032



Al

Ancient China

FEREE
The “Hundred Schools of Thought”
and Their Exponents
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Great social changes took place during the Spring and Autumn

and Warring States periods, spurring cultural development. In
these periods, there appeared many great thinkers, such as Lao Zi,
Zhuang Zi, Confucius, Mencius, Xun Zi, Mo Zi and Han Fei Zi.
They stated their views on society from different stances and angles,
and gradually formed schools of philosophy represented mainly by

1 Taoists, Confucians, Mohists and Legalists. These numerous schools
and their representatives came to be known as the "Hundred Schools of
Thoughts and Their Exponents." They wrote books to expound their
theories, publicized their propositions and criticized other viewpoints
in a period when "one hundred schools of thought contended."

T RERFRMOIGA, FF (HEa) —B. b
W, SRR S 7 1
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“HRTOR IR . “ BT RN
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JemEE T ) N NI NN
"Laozi ride Ox" (by Chao Buzhi of song %B%ﬁz%ﬂj‘j— 9 ,E’,ﬂ ]ZIEU

Dynasty Beijing Palace Museum)
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Tao Te Ching by Lao Zi
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Lao Zi was the founder of the Taoist School, and the author of
the Dao De Jing (The Classic of the Way and Virtue). He deemed that
all things have their opposites; for example, fortune and misfortune,
existence and non-existence, life and death, nobility and baseness, high
and low, strong and weak are all pairs of opposite aspects of a greater

unity and can be transformed into each other.

BT TARZAIR, Bk, ROWIREE, kil
AR . A A RRR AR, FREOR AR A%,
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Mo Zi initiated the Mohist School. He encouraged economic activity
and opposed waste. He advocated choosing noble-minded and talented
people to hold offices. And he called on people to love each other and

eschew wars.

FRREEIRENIEEE, # GEr) —15. fit
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The most important representative of the

Legalist School was Han Fei Zi, who wrote The
Book of Han Fei Zi. He advocated ruling the country
by means of strictly enforced laws. He was in favor
of a centralized autocratic monarchy, stressing to
suppress the people's revolts through severe penal
punishments. His theories were later adopted by

Emperor Qinshihuang.

1. EBFRRE(ET)

Mo Zi is the representative work of Mo Zi

2. &I

Meng Temple
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Sun Z1's Art of War

—The World's First Treatise on Military Science

1. v &

A portrait of Sun Wu
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The Sun Zi's Art of War, also named Sun Zi, is a famous book
of military science in ancient China, and the earliest work of military
science extant in the world as well. Its author, Sun Wu, was an

outstanding strategist of the late Spring and Autumn Period.

PN TN, JEoRIREI R B, 21 e Dy
THFR R, AR B Sr, A AL PR
JEAEAE RIS, % PR 4 5 Mt 25 28 I B 4 ik 4 g
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Sun Wu was a native of the State of Qi, and later moved to the
State of Wu. At that time, all vassal states waged constant wars for
hegemony, and the society fell into turbulence. When he lived in the
State of Wu, Sun Wu thought deeply the wars among the states and

summarized the regular pattern. Through his arduous effort, he finally
finished 7The Sun Zi's Art of War.

PRI ARG T R LA 22 ATAr P s,
AR IIZRRFE ZEBA o LA™ ], RN AEfMrH B |,
SEE SR BRI I — A ZE o

Sun Wu presented his book to the ruler He Li of Wu, who
appointed him as a senior general, and entrusted him with the drill of
the army of Wu. Sun Wu was a strict commander, earnest in drilling
the Wu army. With his help, the State of Wu became a major military

power in the Spring and Autumn Period.

CINTFEEY BfF 13 5, 6000 25, fFIXAKRY
FElEd, PAEATE IR TR r0 B k. homii k4 rh 2

035



rRIE D YL

Common Knowledge about Chinese History

036

PR 11
BTG, B2
Tk R
o, HR A
(daid 7 (T
N
B, Liedr
Z DR A
L), “I
1 HARK, HE
BT (IR BA PSS, AR AR T,
N, AR ST RN S AR PNECRR S 5
W GEEAR” (AR AR, AZLhERS) , A
AT RN E A H4H

The Sun Zi's Art of War consists of 13 chapters, amounting to

more than 6,000 characters. In this limited space, Sun Wu expounded
his wide-ranging views on wars. He emphasized the importance of

non

"knowing yourself and knowing your enemy," "attacking the enemy

unexpectedly" and concentrating a superior force to thoroughly defeat
the enemy. Sun Wu especially stressed the importance of using war

only as a last resort, because war was a grievous burden on the people.

AR I 2 SR P, EE PRI 100 Z24E, fhgkx
TIREFEE, 5 (IMERE) .
More than 100 years later, during the Warring States Period,

strategist Sun Bin inherited Sun Wu's military theory, and wrote Sun
Bin's Art of War.

(IVFIRE:) Efaf e, ik, H. &, #%%
FISC, XA AR R R AR, EXBUA . b2,
P A SO A R, P AR
IR

The Sun Zi's Art of War has been translated into English, French,
Japanese, German, Russian, Czech and other languages. Because it is

deemed applicable to many of life's problems beyond warfare, and it
enjoys high international prestige.

—_

ERREEAR T EE)
The Qing Dynasty edition of Sun Zi's Art
of war
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The 36 Stratagems
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In his Art of War, Sun Wu lists
36 stratagems, of which the most
famous is "When you are hopeless
of victory, the best course is to flee."
A common saying even nowadays
in China is "of the 36 stratagems,
running away is the best."
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Qu Yuan, a Patriotic Poet
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Born into an aristocratic family of the State of Chu, Qu
Yuan (340-278 BC) was a very learned man. When he was an
official of the State of Chu, he advocated reform, and tried to
argue the authorities into an alliance with the State of Qi to
guard against the danger from the State of Qin. Thus, he was
opposed and superseded by the malevolent ministers of Chu,
and was exiled for long after he lost his official post. In 278 BC,
Ying, the capital city of Chu, fell to an invading army from the

State of Qin. Overcome with grief, Qu Yuan threw himself into

the Miluo River in northeast Hunan Province and drowned.

U BT H 2 AR i L 901, A1
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Tradition has it that Qu Yuan committed suicide on the fifth

day of the fifth month by the Chinese calendar. In commemoration of
him, dragon-boat races are held on this day every year. Also, people eat
zongzi (a pyramid-shaped dumpling made of glutinous rice wrapped in
bamboo or reed leaves). The dragon-boat races are meant to frighten
fish away from Qu Yuan's body, and zongzi are supposed to be used to
feed the fish, so that they would not eat the poet's body. Afterwards,

the fifth day of the fifth month by the Chinese calendar had evolved

1. BE®K into a traditional Chinese festival — the Duanwu Festival.
A portrait of Qu Yuan
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Adopting the framework of Chu folk ballads and using the Chu
dialect, Qu Yuan created a new type of poems, which is called the
"songs of Chu" genre by later generations. His most famous poem 1is
the long lyrical work Z7 S20. Qu Yuan's poetic works are filled with

devotion to his native state Chu, and are enlivened with references to

ancient myths. They have been translated into many foreign languages.

(EE)
The Songs of Chu

XA A X m S JE R I &
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The Songs of Chu (Chu Ci)
was collected and compiled by
Liu Xiang of the Western Han
Dynasty, including works by Qu
Yuan and others. It is another
poetry anthology to have exerted
a profound influence over Chinese
literature after 7he Book of Songs,
and the first romantic poetry
collection of China.

1. LR AR R 4R
The Qu Yuan Memorial Temple in Zigui,
Hubei Province

2HBERMEANE, s
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Drogon-boat races are held on the fifth day
of the fifth lunar month in commemoration
of Qu Yuan
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The period of the Qin and Han dynasties began in 221 BC and ended

in 220 AD. The Qin Dynasty was the first feudal dynasty to rule the whole of
China, and it laid the foundation of a united multi-ethnic country.

ZHENL T ATCRT 221 0 ZRIAE R T — RS
G—mfEE, Ear T —REERRBHE, PEBOY— %
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The Qin Dynasty was established in 221 BC by Emperor
Qinshihuang, who adopted a series of measures to consolidate the unity

1. RN EEARIREERA

Rubbing of the War between Hu and Han
Peoples
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of the country, and established a whole set of ruling system to make China the multi-ethnic unified centralized
feudal state. However, the unprecedented brutal suppression and exploitation on peasants by Qinshihuang and his
successor, led to the overthrow of the Qin Dynasty in 207 BC by a peasant uprising.

DU EFE PSRRI A ARG A TTHT 202 48, XA I, Bk (S04,
Prsi ROV PHBURAE, T35 (Wang Mng ) ZFHUPY DU Aot 25 4F, PHINBIK
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IR RO SRR, R A5 T4 70 220 4R TURIIIE 400 4R, AR “DUR” “IX
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The Han Dynasty consisted of the Western Han Dynasty and the Eastern Han Dynasty. In 202 BC, Liu
Bang established the Han Dynasty, choosing Chang'an (today's Xi'an) as his capital. This period is known to the
historians as the Western Han Dynasty. At the end of the Western Han Dynasty, Wang Mang staged a coup and
seized the power. The Han Dynasty was restored in 25 AD by a royal descendent Liu Xiu, who did so by taking
advantage of a peasant uprising. Liu Xiu moved the capital to the city known today as Luoyang. Subsequently,
this period became known to historians as the Eastern Han Dynasty. The late Eastern Han Dynasty was
decisively weakened by a peasant uprising, and was finally put to an end in 220 AD. The Han Dynasty lasted for

over 400 years, and today's names such as "Hanzu" (the Han people), "hanzi" (Chinese characters) and "hanyu"

(Chinese language) are all related to the Han Dynasty.

DN, Ak atlell, ZePFER, [EEYLN, RHESUEEl S, LR K
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The Qin and Han dynasties witnessed rapid development of social production, prosperous
economy, powerful national defense, advanced science and technology, and thriving culture, making
outstanding achievements in the fields of medicine, astronomy, geology and so forth, with many
famous statesmen, thinkers, military strategists, scientists, historians and litterateurs emerging. Notable
among these achievements was the invention of the technique of papermaking, a great contribution

to world civilization. Many institutions initiated in the Qin and Han dynasties were inherited

continuously by later dynasties.

ZDUNIY, Mt PERIRSFREAR R, dEdR A 4 D, Hrh DU 2 B
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During the period of the Qin and Han dynasties, there were four powerful empires from the
Mediterranean Sea and West Asia to the eastern coast of the Pacific Ocean, among which the Han Dynasty
and the Roman Empire were the most important. With the opening of the Silk Road, China's brilliant

culture began to influence the whole world, and the splendid cultural accomplishments of other countries

gradually merged into traditional Chinese culture in the meantime.
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Qinshihuang

—The First Emperor in Chinese History

ZALATTRT 770 SEA BRI PE HS ) — N B
SIEEUN, FEIARE, AR EERE AR HEMN
JAT T RMARTEG, ﬁli%ﬁizjjﬁtl_l‘bfﬁqﬂﬁ’]ﬁl_l #=E
WU (Ying Zheng, R 259—H1210) HBZ/m, &80T
RIS o A TTHT 230 46 TF4R, IR 10 48, Jef5
KT BB R 5T, TAJTET 221 4 — T8,
B T Gz .

It was not until 770 BC that the State of Qin was granted as one
of the vassal states in Western China. Due to its small territory and weak
strength, it had been despised by vassals in the Middle Plains continuously
since its coming into existence. After Shang Yang's reform, however,
it soon became one of the seven most powerful states in China. Ying
Zheng (259-210 BC), a king of the State of Qin, waged large-scale wars

after he came to power. From 230 BC on, in the space of only ten years,

Qin vanquished Han, Zhao, Wei, Chu, Yan and Qi one after another, and
united the whole of China in 221 BC.
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Believing the rule of the Qin Dynasty could last forever,
Ying Zheng called himself "Shi Huang Di" (The First Emperor
of the Qin Dynasty), and styled his descendents the Er Shi (the
Second Generation), the San Shi (the Third Generation) and until

the Thousandth Generation. Therefore, Ying Zheng was called
Qinshihuang in history.

Fo—JE, R IUNE g —r .
Qinshihuang enacted a sweeping series of reforms to consolidate
his rule after he united the country.
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Politically, Qinshihuang established offices such as Prime
Minister, Yushidafu and Taiwei at a central government level. The
Prime Minister helped the emperor deal with governmental affairs of
the whole country, the Yushidafu supervised the bureaucracy, and the
Taiwei was commander-in-chief of the army. They were all appointed
and removed by the emperor himself. At local levels, a prefecture-
county system was carried out, and the whole country was divided into
36 prefectures (later increased to more than 40), which were subdivided
into counties. Magistrates both of the prefectures and counties were

also directly appointed and removed by the emperor. In this way, the

emperor firmly grasped the power all over the country.

260F b, AREIRY, RERERAEEA R, RiAE
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Economically, In the Warring States Period, measurements
differed from state to state. Qinshihuang set fixed standards for length,
volume and weight, which propelled the development of the economy.

The Qin Dynasty also issued a uniform currency. Round coins
with a square hole in the middle were ordained to be used all over

exchanges between multiple ethnic groups and = 7 %
multiple regions. Those coins set a pattern for the g % _a—_

—

China, which was very useful for the economic

coins of later dynasties.
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1. RE— R EETEE
Qin standardized coinage

2. B —XF

Qin unified the Chinese characters

3. RIMERH LIRS
Tera cotta warriors unearthed in the Qin Shi
Huang Mausoleum

4. RBERHLTMRED
Bronze chariot and horses unearthed in the
mausoleum
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The Terra-cotta Warriors
and Horses
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One day in March 1974,
several peasants who dug a well
in the east of the Mausoleum of
Emperor Qinshihuang unexpectedly
found many broken pieces of terra—
cotta human figures. This event led
to the archaeological discovery of
the terra—cotta warriors and horses
after thousands of years of being
buried underground.
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This is a huge underground
army buried as funeral objects
in the Mausoleum of Emperor
Qinshihuang. Even the single Pit
No. 1 contains as many as more
than 6,000 such life-size figures.
The terra-cotta warriors and
horses were made on the basis of
reality, with each terra—cotta figure
showcasing a different costume
and bearing, and one can identify
whether they were officers or
soldiers, and infantries or cavalries
from their costumes, expressions
and gestures. The terra-cotta
warriors and horses showcase
distinctive individuality and intense
epochal characteristics.

RIGERED@BAKI,
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The discovery of the terr—
acotta warriors and horses caused a
sensation in the world. Reputed to be
the "Eighth Wonder of the World," they
were included in the World Cultural
Heritage List by UNESCO in 1987.
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Culturally, Qinshihuang ordered the standardization of Chinese

characters, taking seal script petit sigillaire (xiaozhuan), a kind of
simplified style, as a standard one to be used throughout the country.
Later, the official script (lishu), a more simplified version of the seal
script, was devised. Today's regular script (kaishu) was developed from
the official script. The unification of characters propelled cultural

exchanges.
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Li Si, Qinshihuang's prime minister, thought that people who

read ancient books would criticize current affairs from the points of
views in those books, which would go against the rule of the court.
He advised that all books kept by non-governmental organizations and
individuals, especially the history books of previous vassal states and the
works of schools of thoughts in the Spring and Autumn and Warring
States periods, except for those on medicine and agriculture, should
be burned, in order to strengthen the regime's ideological control of
the people. In 213 BC, Qinshihuang adopted his advice. This caused
protests among
some scholars,
who criticized
Qinshihuang's
presumption and
arbitrariness and

his abuse of penal

punishment. The
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next year, the emperor investigated the dissent, and had more than
460 Confucian scholars buried alive. These two events are known to
historians as "burning books and burying Confucians alive."

g b, O TR R R BRI, FRAR A
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Militarily, to curb the incessant invasions of the Hun (Xiongnu)

nomads in the north, the Qin Dynasty dispatched Meng Tian, a senior
general of the Qin Dynasty, to beat back the attacks of this ethnic
group. To guard against its further invasions, the emperor had the Great
Wall built, which guaranteed the peaceful production and life of people
south of the Great Wall. In the south, Qinshihuang dispatched troops
to conquer the areas inhabited by the Yue people in the reaches of the
Pearl River, subduing the Yue people and strengthening the contact
and integration between different ethnic groups.
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Qinshihuang put an end
to the long-standing situation
in which each vassal occupied a
part of the territory and sought
for hegemony, establishing the
first united multi-ethnic feudal
country on Chinese soil. Qin's
territory, embracing over 20
million people, reached the

Pacific in the east, Longxi (west
of the Longshan Mountains)

E

Outer countries

in the west, and the Great
Wall in the north and the
South China Sea in the south.
However, Qinshihuang was a
tyrant, and his brutal rule had
also exerted adverse influence
over the history of China in the
meantime.

ZrilgaiE]
Sketch Map of Qin Territory
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The Great Wall
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The mognificennt Great Wall
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The origin of the Great Wall dates back to the Spring and

1

Autumn and Warring States periods around the 7th century BC.
After the reunification of the country, Qinshihuang had the Great
Walls in the previous Qin, Zhao and Yan states expanded and rebuilt,
connecting them into a huge military defense work which extended
more than 5,000 km from Liaodong in the east to Lintao (within
today's Gansu Province) in the west. Afterwards, many dynasties rebuilt
and repaired the Great Wall. The early Ming Dynasty carried out a
large-scale construction project of the Great Wall, which was largely
completed about 200 years later. The eastern part of the Great Wall of

the Ming Dynasty was mainly in a brick-stone structure.
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Today's Great Wall starts with the Yalu River in the east and ends

at the Jiayu Pass in the west. Extending through five provinces (Liaoning,
Hebei, Shaanxi, Shanxi and Gansu), two autonomous regions (Inner
Mongolia and Ningxia) and one municipality directly under the central
government (Beijing), it totals more than 6,700 km in length (about
13,000 1i), hence it is also called Ten Thousand Li Great Wall.

ESCTERNEVAPSE I DRSNS & 2PN e Eil s
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The Great Wall consists of a thousand passes, castles, battlements
and high walls. In the event of an emergency, soldiers would kindle
beacons on the beacon platforms along the northern side of the Great

Wall, transferring the information to cities or towns nearby one by one

and until the capital.

(DASREIA NI VACEN (i AE BN L8 S/ NINSTRE = 8 SS T E
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1. ZiBHEE LI

The Jinshanling Great Wall cloaked in mist

2. KPR A ER IR

Jiayuguan, the western end of the Great
Wall

3. T FAITAK EIKH

Jiumenkou Great Wall in Liaoning

4. K FRHALIER

Shanhaiguan pass of Great Wall
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Meng-Jiang Nii Wept Beside
the Great Wall
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A touching story has been
circulating in China for many
centuries. It tells, during the Qin
Dynasty, the husband of a woman
named Meng-Jiang Nu was
conscripted for forced labor on the
Great Wall immediately after their
marriage. Meng—-jiang Nu waited
for him day and night and he never
came back. When winter came,
Meng-Jiang Ni made padded
clothes for her husband, and
started off on a journey to the Great
Wall to deliver them to him. When
she finally reached her destination,
she learned that her husband had
already died. Meng-Jiang Nu
knelt by the Great Wall, and cried
for several days. As a result of her
wailing, it is said that part of the
Great Wall collapsed. Meng-Jiang
Nu finally drowned herself.
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The Badaling, Mutianyu and Simatai sections of the Great Wall at

Beijing were all built up in the Ming Dynasty. Built in conformity with

mountains, these parts of the Great Wall are high and firm, wandering

and undulating. On many parts of the Great Wall, five or six horsemen

could ride side by side. These fully show the architectural style and
grandeur of the Great Wall.

Kot R a2 —, 1987 [ R Aokt
& EERVTIDN R S0 e

The Great Wall is one of the most famous wonders in the world,
and was included into the World Heritage List by UNESCO in 1987.
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The Uprising of Chen Sheng and Wu Guang
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In 210 BC, Qinshihuang died during an inspection tour. His
second son, Hu Hai, succeeded to the throne, and was known as the

Second Qin Emperor. The Second Qin Emperor was very atrocious,

and his people were hostile to him, so the society was in turbulence.
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In the summer of 209 BC, more than 900 poor peasants drafted to
guard the boundaries were delayed by rain in Dazexiang (southwest of
today's Suzhou in the Anhui
Province) on the way to their
posts. According to the harsh
Qin laws, they faced the
death penalty. In desperation,
Chen Sheng and Wu Guang
killed the officers escorting
them, and rose in revolt. This
was the beginning of China's
first great peasant uprising.

SRR T
By JLAS Bk, A2

1. FRRE. RIEXE

The Uprising of Chen Sheng and Wu Guang

2. RMBTEELERNES
*, HER#EA
The rebelling peasants conquered Hangu
Pass and marched on Xianyang
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Qinmo peasant war situation map
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Holding Up Bamboos and
Rising Up
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A set phrase in Chinese, it
refers to the event in which Chen
Sheng and Wu Guang started the
uprising, and the rebels 'felled
trees to make weapons and held up
bamboos as flags." Now it signifies
a revolt against oppression by
desperate people.
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The uprising troops soon seized
several county seats nearby. In less than one
month, they increased to tens of thousands
of people. Chen Sheng proclaimed himself
a king in Chen (today's Huaiyang in
Henan), and called his regime "Zhangchu."
The major force of the uprising troops then
marched westwards, storming their way
over the Hangu Pass. When they came
near Xianyang, the capital city of the Qin
Dynasty, the uprising army increased to
more than hundreds of thousands of people.
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At the news of the uprising army's marching over the Hangu

Pass, Second Qin Emperor was frightened. Unable to assemble troops

in time, he had to appoint Zhang Han as a commander, conscripting

hundreds of thousands of corvee laborers who were engaged in the

construction of an imperial mausoleum at Mount Lishan to fight off the

uprising army. The major
force of the uprising army
was defeated. Soon, Wu
Guang was killed by a
commander under him,
and Chen Sheng was also
assassinated by a traitor.
The uprising troops were
put down, although they
had fought bitterly for
nearly half a year.

ncient China
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Liu Bang and Xiang Xu
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After the uprising staged by Chen Sheng and Wu Guang failed,
Liu Bang and Xiang Yu continued to lead peasants against the Qin
Dynasty. In 207 BC, Xiang Yu with a small force decisively defeated
the main body of the Qin army at Julu (southwest of today's Pingxiang
in Hebei Province). At the same time, Liu Bang's peasant army pressed

on towards Xianyang, and forced the last ruler of the Qin Dynasty into
surrender, which signified the end of the Qin Dynasty.
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Xiang Yu then proclaimed himself King of Western Chu, and made
Liu Bang King of Han. From 206 BC, Xiang Yu and Liu Bang fought for
the rule of the empire for nearly four years, which is known as the "War
between Chu and Han" to historians. At the beginning of the war, Xiang
Yu had a powerful army of 400,000, whereas Liu Bang's forces numbered
only 100,000. But Liu Bang paid attention to the attitude of the common

people. After he entered Xianyang, he abolished the draconian laws and
decrees of the Qin Dynasty, and enacted simple laws for his troops and the

AR
The Chu River and the Han
Boundary
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The four-year war between
Xiang Yu and Liu Bang had a great
impact on later generations. It is
even echoed in Chinese chess.
On the chessboard, the blank
area between the positions of the
opponents is called "The Chu River
and the Han Boundary," which
reminds the players that they are
engaging in an intelligent kind of
"War of Chu and Han."




-

«

MBI

The Hongmen Banquet
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In 207 BC, Liu Bang captured
Xianyang, the capital of the Qin
Dynasty. Before long, Xiang Yu and
his great army of 400 thousand
soldiers stormed their way over
and camped at Hongmen (east
of today's Lintong in Shaanxi
Province), ready to annihilate Liu
Bang. With an intercession by
Xiang Bo, an uncle of Xiang Yu, Liu
Bang personally came to Hongmen
to meet Xiang Yu. At the banquet,
Fan Zeng, the advisor of Xiang Yu,
ordered a senior general Xiang
Zhuang to perform a sword dance.
Professedly, Xiang Zhuang did so
to entertain people at the banquet,
but actually he intended to take the
occasion to stab Liu Bang. Xiang
Bo saw through the plot, and then
joined the sword—dance to protect
Liu Bang. At this perilous moment,
a senior general of Liu Bang arrived
in time, and Liu Bang took his
opportunity to escape. Nowadays, a
‘Hongmen Banquet" is used to refer
to a situation in which someone with
a secret intent invites a person to
dinner.

- XUFRB

A portiait of Liu Bang
%

A portiait of Xiang Yu
(BIE) Rm

The Hongmen Banquet
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common people — murderers and manslayers would be executed, and
those who hurt others or stole were guilty. Meanwhile, he valued talents,
and had the assistance of able officials like Xiao He, Zhang Liang and Han
Xin. In addition, Liu Bang managed to occupy the rich and fertile central
Shaanxi plain as a base. Consequently, the Han army led by Liu Bang
gradually grew stronger. Xiang Yu, in contrast, was arrogant and refused to
attend to advice, and his army was lawless. Wherever they went, they lost
the support of the people.
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In 202 BC, the Han army besieged the Chu army in Gaixia (in
today's Anhui Province). At night, Xiang Yu heard Chu songs from
the camps of the Han troops in all directions, and was deeply shocked,
thinking the whole territory of Chu had been captured by the Han
army. Xiang Yu bade a bitter farewell to his beloved concubine Yu Ji,
and broke through the encirclement with only more than 800 cavalries.
Closely chased by the Han army, Xiang Yu was trapped at the Wujiang
River (in the northeast of today's Hexian County in Anhui Province),

and committed suicide.
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Despite his failure, Xiang Yu's heroism was valued by later

/l_J\ o

generations, for example, Li Qingzhao once wrote a poem for the
memory of this great hero, which says,"One should be a hero when
he is alive, and even become a heroic ghost after his death. People still

commemorate Xiang Yu, who refused to flee away to Jiangdong."
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After he defeated Xiang Yu, Liu Bang established the Han
Dynasty, with Chang'an (in the northwest of today's Xi'an) as the
capital. This dynasty is called the Western Han Dynasty, and Liu Bang

is known as Emperor Gaozu of Han.
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Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty
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Liu Che, known as Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty in history,
reigned from 140 BC to 87 BC. This half century was a period in

which Chinese civilization flourished, and the Han Dynasty became

one of the most powerful empires in the world.
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Soon after he founded the Han Dynasty, Liu Bang granted
strategic territories and the title of "king" to some members of his clan,
expecting to guarantee the power of the Liu Family. The granted vassal
kings had great power. They could have their own armies, levy their
own taxes, issue currency, and appoint and remove officials within their
own jurisdictions. Two or three decades later, the influence of these

vassal kings further increased, and seriously threatened the rule of the

central government
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A portiait of Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty
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Confucian school education in the Han
dynasty
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The battle at Mobe/ (in 119 BC,Emperor Wudi
sent his general Huo Qubing to fight the Huns
and won.)
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After his coming to power, Emperor Wudi instituted a system
known as "tui en ling" (a decree to spread favor), whereby the
descendants of the kings were allowed to inherit parts of the kingdoms
as marquisates. After a kingdom was divided into smaller and weaker
territories, it had no longer the power to confront the central
government. Later, Emperor Wudi went even further, depriving
many kings and marquis of their titles in succession. In this way, after
a long-term struggle, the threats of vassal kingdoms against the central
government were finally removed, and the centralization system was

strengthened.
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During the reign of Emperor Wudi, a Confucian scholar Dong
Zhongshu adapted Confucian theory to the needs of centralized politics.
He stressed that Heaven dominated everything in the world, and that
the emperor was the Son of Heaven, who ruled over the people on
behalf of Heaven. Therefore, all people, including kings, should abide
by the will of the emperor, and this was called "grand unification."

In addition, Dong Zhongshu advocated suppressing the "Hundred

Schools of Thought" and making Confucianism the state ideology.
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This, he argued, would unify the people's minds, which in turn would

consolidate political unity.
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Emperor Wudi adopted Dong Zhongshu's theories, and filled his

administration with Confucian scholars. Confucianism thereby got a

foothold as the dominant ideology in China's feudal society.
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He strengthened the central government's control of military
forces, and was active in cementing boundary defense and expanding
military strength. From 133 BC, led by Wei Qing and Huo Qubing,
who were famous generals of the Han Dynasty, the army of Han waged
three large-scale campaigns against the aggression of Xiongnu, and won
decisive victories. Meanwhile, Emperor Wudi expanded territories
both in the south and southwest, making the Yue people and ethnic
minorities in the southwest better integrated with the Han people.
Emperor Wudi brought the Western Han Dynasty into

its prime, as the territories of the Chinese empire were

rapidly enlarged.

DUESER, SRR “EA”
MBGEMY TN “DUR” 1o DRk
B2 RN A A IS, 5E T G—rhiH,
IR SRR B RO E.

Owing to the mightiness of the Han Dynasty,
people from the Middle Plains were not called "people
of Qin" anymore; instead, they were commonly known
as "Hanren" (people of Han) or "Hanzu" (the ethic
group of Han). Emperor Wudi was another emperor

after Qinshihuang who was talented and able to unify the

country and bring steady development to it.
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Western Han cavalry figurine
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Zhang Qian's Mission to the Western Region
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Sketch Map of Zhang Qian's Journeys to the Western Region
and the Overland Silk Road
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In the Han Dynasty, China established a wide range of contacts
with peoples outside its territory by means of the Silk Road, and the
collision and fusion between Chinese and Western civilizations thus

began.
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Western Han Mausoleurn, Mawangdui,
Changsha,Hunan Province 1
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During the reign of Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty, Xiongnu
in the north often raided and harassed the northern borders of the Han
Dynasty, and controlled tens of small nations in the Western Region at
that time. The Western Region at that time referred to the areas west of
today's Yangguan and Yumenguan in Gansu Province, including today's
Xinjiang of China, mid-Asia and some countries such as Afghanistan.
In 138 BC, Emperor Wudi dispatched Zhang Qian, together with
more than 100 people, to make an envoy journey towards the Western
Region, and contact Darouzhi for a converging attack against Xiongnu.
Unexpectedly, Zhang Qian was captured soon after he left the territory
of the Han Dynasty. During his detainment, he grasped Xiongnu
language, and mastered the terrain of Xiongnu. More than one decade
later, Zhang Qian managed to escape, and found the Darouzhi people,
who had moved westwards. He stayed there for one year, familiarizing
himself with the conditions of the Western Region. Later, finding the
king of Darouzhi unwilling to revenge himself, Zhang Qian had to
return to his homeland. When they set oft in the beginning, Zhang
Qian and his mission amounted to more than one hundred people, but

at the end, only two managed to return to Chang'an.
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1. SREFRIRTF HEREE
Zhang Qian bade farewell to Emperor Wudi
of the Han Dynasty

2. BRAA P R 248 2 AR K

The Silk Road sculptures in Xi‘an,Shaanxi
Province
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BRI )
Xinjiang Turpan Ancient City of Gaochang
(Historical site of the Silk Road)
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A Marine Silk Road
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During the Han Dynasty, there
was also a Silk Road at sea. This
route set off at the coastal ports in
Guangdong, and reached Thailand
and India after an over ten-month
voyage. Envoys of the Han Dynasty
took silk and gold, and brought
back sapphires. In the Eastern
Han Dynasty, the marine sailing
vessels even could reach parts
of Africa. Because those places
were controlled by Rome, the Han
Dynasty had established direct
contact with the Roman Empire.
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In 119 BC, once again Emperor Wudi dispatched Zhang Qian

westwards to the Western Region as an envoy. This time, Zhang
Qian was accompanied by more than 300 people, who carried tens of
thousands of cows and sheep and many other goods. They paid visits
to many nations, which sent oft envoys with gifts to pay return visits.
From then on, contact between the Han Dynasty and the Western
Region increased. Later, the Han Dynasty established the Protectorate
of the Western Region in today's Xinjiang, which was administrated by
the central government.
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After Zhang Qian's mission to the Western Region, the Silk

Road for the exchanges between China and the West was opened. The
Silk Road started from Chang'an in the east, extended westwards to the
eastern bank of the Mediterranean Sea, and turned towards the Roman
Empire. The traveling merchants of the Han Dynasty oftered a lot of
silk products in exchange with Persians, Indians and Romans for their
commodities, and meanwhile brought back walnuts, grapes and carrots

from foreign countries. For centuries afterwards, most contact between

China and the West, which was mainly focused on silk trade, was made
by way of the Silk Road.
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Zhaojun's Going Beyond the
Great Wall as a Bride
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During the Qin and Han period, the Huns (Xiongnu), an ancient
nomadic nation in north China, was very powerful. They stormed their
way southwards repeatedly to threaten the Middle
Plains. The Han Dynasty was weak in its early
days, and unable to confront Xiongnu, hence it
adopted the policy of hegin (marriage ties for
peace), making accommodations for the sake of overall interests and
seeking for relative peace. With the growth of both its economic and
military strength, the Han Dynasty prepared to counterattack the Huns.
Therefore, when it came to Emperor Wudi, the policy of appeasement
was replaced by the one of military pacification. From then on, the Han

Dynasty ceased intermarrying with the Huns for 80 years.
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The sculpture of Zhaojun,Xingshan
County, Hubei province
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The brick unearthed at Baotou, Inner
Mongolia, provides historical evidence to
making peace with rulers of minority groups
by marriage. Inscribed on it are twelve seal
characters to the effect that "Making peace
with Chanyu by marriage; eternal peace
and happiness lasting for thousands of
years."
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A portrait of Zhaojun leaving hometown to
marry the chief of the Huns
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Zhaojun Tomb at the Southern suburbs of
Hohhot, Inner Mongolia
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During the reign of Emperor Xuandi, the power of the Huns
declined drastically. At that time, two men contended for the title khan,
or paramount chief, of the Huns. One of them, Huhanye by name,
attempted to unite the Huns with the support of the Han Dynasty;
hence he decided to be a vassal of the latter. He paid two visits to
Chang'an to present himself to the emperor of the Han Dynasty, and
was warmly welcomed. In 36 BC, the Han Dynasty dispatched troops
to attack the other khan, the rival of Huhanye, and Huhanye thus
reunified the Huns. In 33 BC, Huhanye went to Chang'an for the
third time, and offered to Emperor Yuandi, the incumbent emperor
of the Han Dynasty, to restore the Aegin system by marrying a Han
princess. Emperor Yuandi agreed immediately, and set about selecting
a woman from his palace to marry Huhanye. A palace maid named
Wang Zhaojun volunteered to marry Huhanye. Beautiful and smart,
Wang Zhaojun was so beloved by Huhanye that she was given the
title"Ninghuyanzhi",which signified that the Huns would enjoy

guaranteed peace since their khan had a Han woman as his wife.
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Wang Zhaojun
lived in the Huns'
encampments for tens
of years. Under her
influence, her children
and the people around
her all did their best
to maintain the good
relations between
the Huns and the
Han Dynasty, which
brought a rare period of
stability to the northern

border areas. 4
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Sima Qian and His Records
of the Grand Historian
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Sima Qian (c.145-87 BC), the author of the Records of the
Grand Historrian, was a native of what is now Shaanxi Province.
Encouraged by his father, he began to read ancient books when he
was still very young. At the age of 20 he started to travel extensively,
and gathered a great deal of material
on ancient historical figures. Later, he
was appointed as a special official post,
which enabled him to often go on tours
with the emperor. All these experiences
laid a sound foundation for the writing

of his Records of the Grand Historian.
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1. A BiE R
A portrait of Sima Qian

2. EN A BEREN (HL2) , B
hE g R EEEE

Sima Qian's Records of the Grand Historian
was the first comprehensive biographical
history book in China

3. BEEHH A DIEE
Mausoleum of Sima Qian, Hancheng,
Shaanxi probince
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Ban Gu and the History of
the Western Han Dynasty
(Han Shu)
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Ban Gu, a historian and
litterateur of the Eastern Han
Dynasty, began to write the history
of the Western Han Dynasty in 64
at the order of an emperor, and
finished the greater part of it over a
period of 20 years. After Ban Gu's
death, Emperor Mingdi ordered
Ban Gu's younger sister Ban Zhao
to continue with eight Reports
to the Emperors, and arranged
Ma Xu, who studied the History
of the Western Han Dynasty as
a disciple of Ban Zhao, to go on
with the Records of Astronomy .
With these successive efforts, the
History of the Western Han Dynasty
was finally accomplished. It is
the second important historical
masterpiece after the Records of
the Grand Historian, and the first
dynastic record of China presented
in a series of biographies. It is
composed of 100 chapters, totaling
over 800,000 Chinese characters. It
covers the 200 years of the Western
Han Dynasty.
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Sima Qian succeeded to his father's position as the official in
charge of historical records not long after the latter's death, and hence
he had the opportunity to read more books and take a great deal of
notes. In 104 BC, Sima Qian commenced his Records of the Grand
Historian. Falling foul of the emperor, he was severely punished. The
idea of suicide entered his mind, but knowing his book was still not
finished, he was determined to endure the bitterness. From that time
on, he devoted all his time to his life's work, and finally completed the
Records of the Grand Historian.
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The Records of the Grand Historian is composed of 130 chapters.
It starts from the legendary Yellow Emperor (Huangdi), and ends
with the reign of Emperor Wudi of the Han Dynasty, spanning 3,000
years. As the first
comprehensive
biographical history
book of China,
it covers a wide
range of subjects,
including politics,
economy, culture,
military affairs, etc.
Its language is terse
and lively, and easy
to understand. The
Records of the
Grand Historian is
not only a valuable
historical work, but
also an outstanding

work of literature.
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Cai Lun's Invention of Paper
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Cai Lun (61-121), an eunuch of the Eastern Han Dynasty, held
office for 46 years and was an eminent public figure. When he was an
official, Cai Lun often made on-site technological investigations. Full
of innovative spirit, he played a great
role in developing metal smeltery,
processing and machinery production.
His greatest contribution, however,
rested in the making of paper, and

he was an innovator of paper-making
techniques.
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Before the invention of paper,
people of all ancient nations had made
efforts to record characters or letters
by all means. In ancient China, people

made records using tortoise shells,

animal bones, bamboo slips, wooden

1. NRERIFREE
Sketch map of papermaking process
schematic of the Han Dynasty

2. &,

A portrait of Cai Lun
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Introduction to the Process of
Paper-Making in Ancient Times
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During the reign of Emperor Hedi
of the Eastern Dynasty, a relatively fixed
paper—-making process was formed
thanks to the innovation by Cai Lun,
which could be largely divided into
the following steps: 1. The collection
and processing of raw materials. In
this step, plant material was collected
and the raw material was processed
in a certain way, for example, to cut up
and air dry. 2. The separation of fibre.
For this purpose, plant fibre material
was soaked or steamed (together with
alkaline material, such as lime and
plant ashes), and dissolved into fibre
shapes. 3. The grinding (beating). In
this stage, the fibre—shaped material
was smashed in mortars to further
dissolve the fibre, thus further fibrillated
to a certain extent, and became
usable paper pulp. 4. The scooping
of pulp. This meant to mix paper pulp
with water and make it suspending
liquid with a certain concentration,
then scoop the pulp with scooping
implements (bamboo curtains), and
spread it evenly on the scooping
implements, leaving it in the thin pieces
of wet paper. 5. Squeezing. In this
phase, the scooped pieces of wet
paper were piled up, and the water in
them was squeezed out by means of
load. And lastly 6. Drying. This meant
that wet paper pieces were aired until
they were taken off as paper.
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slips, metal pieces, stones, silk and so on.

But these methods could not be widely
used. With the development of the
society, economy and culture, they had
to be replaced by more economic new

materials.
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As archaeological discoveries show, there had been packaging
and padding fibre paper made of silk and hemp, respectively, as early
as in the Western Han Dynasty of China. Fibre paper made of silk had
limited resource and was hard to be popularized, and hemp fibre paper
had rough surfaces and was uneasy to write on. Cai Lun innovated in
the techniques of paper-making, taking tree barks, remains of hemp,
rags and worn fishing nets as material, hence greatly enlarging the range
of resources material. Paper made in this way looked nice, was cheap in
price, and convenient in writing. By the 3rd and 4th centuries, paper

had replaced bamboo slips and silk pieces to become the major writing

material in China.
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Paper used to be the major means of spreading and preserving
information of human civilization. The invention of paper-making
had played an extremely important role in the development of human
civilization. Paper-making was one of the greatest inventions of ancient

China, and also an outstanding contribution to the history of human

civilization.
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Zhang Heng, a Pioneering Scientist
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Zhang Heng (78-139) was
an outstanding scientist of the
Eastern Han Dynasty, and one
of the earliest astronomers in the
world. He was especially fond
of mathematics and astronomy.
With a good reputation as a learned man, he was appointed to the
office with historiographic duties, which was in charge of recording

historical events, drawing up the calendar and observing astronomical

phenomena.
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He developed an armillary sphere, on which were carved

important astronomical phenomena.
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Earthquakes

happened frequently

during the Eastern Han
Dynasty. Contrary to the
popular belief at that time,
Zhang Heng maintained
that earthquakes were
not signs of Heaven's

anger but were natural

disasters. Based on his

4

careful observations of
earthquakes, he invented a bronze seismograph in 132. There was an
upright copper cylinder inside the seismograph, around which there
were eight poles connecting to the eight dragons, each with a small
bronze ball in the mouth facing eight different directions. When an
earthquake occurred, a bronze ball would fall from the mouth of one of
the eight carved dragon's heads on the instrument facing the direction
of the epicenter of the earthquake into the mouth of a bronze toad

below.
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The seismograph was placed on the Lingtai Platform in Luoyang after
it was produced. One day in February 138, the copper ball in the dragon's
mouth facing the northwest fell down into the mouth of the correspond
toad, which indicated that an earthquake happened in that direction. But
people in Luoyang felt nothing of earthquake, and thus alleged that Zhang
Heng's seismograph was something of fraud. They did not believe the

indication of the seismograph until some people from the southeast of

Gansu came to report the earthquake several days later.
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3. REERUAREY That was the first time in history that human beings observed the

Zhang Heng armillary sphere model
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Zhang Heng Museum, Nanyang, Henan 13th century that similar instruments appeared outside China.

direction of earthquakes with a seismograph, and it was not until the
o
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Zhang Zhongjing and Hua Tuo
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There were two famous doctors in the Han Dynasty,
one of whom was Zhang Zhongjing, who was respected as a
"medical sage," and the other was Hua Tuo, who was called the

"founder of Chinese surgery."
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Zhang Zhongjing (c. 150-219) was a native of Nanyang,
Henan Province at the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty. At
that time, typhoid fever (including cholera, diarrhea, flu and so forth)
spread, and two thirds of his family died of such diseases in less than
ten years. He thus devoted himself to the study of ancient medicine,
set out to gather folk remedies, and compiled a work titled Febrile and

Other Diseases in

16 volumes. This

medical classic not

only contains a wealth
of prescriptions, but
expounds the theories
of traditional Chinese
medicine. It lays a
foundation for the
therapy of Chinese

medicine.

1. KPR

A statue of Zhang Zhongjing

2 MR AEN (HER) (&
EER)

The monographic medicine works by Zhang
Zhonging

3. ffefg
A portrait of Hua Tuo

4. KATIBTEE
General Guan Yu feasted while receiving an
operation

5 AEMER

Graphic of five animal mimic boxing
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Hua Tuo (145-208), a native of Bozhou, Anhui Province at the end

of the Eastern Han Dynasty, was proficient in internal medicine, surgery,

gynecology and pediatrics. He invented a kind of narcotic called mafeisan.
He once used such concoction for the general anesthesia of an appendicitis
patient, began to operate on the latter after the medicine worked, and
applied antiphlogistin to disfect the cut at the end. And the patient
completely recovered one month later. He is credited with being the first
surgeon in the world to use the technique of general anesthesia.
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He was also an expert acupuncturist, and once cured Cao Cao,

the renowned prime minister at the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty, of

a disease using this technique.
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Hua Tuo attached importance to therapy, but paid more attention
to prevention. He devised a set of exercises, known as the Five-Animal
Mimic Boxing, to strengthen the physique, imitating the actions of the
tiger, deer, bear, ape and bird.
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The Three [Kingdoms, the Two Jin
Dymasties amd the Southern amd
Northern Dynasties

Introduction
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The period of the Three Kingdoms, the Western and Eastern
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Jin dynasties and the Southern and Northern dynasties is also called Baidi Town
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the Wei, Jin and the Southern
and Northern dynasties. It
started in 220, when Cao Pi
claimed himself an emperor of
the Kingdom of Wei, and ended
in 589 when the Sui Dynasty
wiped out Chen and united the
whole country, lasting more

than 360 years.
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In 221, the year after the establishment of the Kingdom of Wei, Liu Bei established the Kingdom of Shu,

and in 222, Sun Quan founded the Kingdom of Wu, which formed a situation of tripartite confrontation. The

capitals of these three kingdoms were located in today's Luoyang, Chengdu and Nanjing, respectively.
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In 263, Wei wiped out Shu. In 265, Sima Yan, a senior minister of the Wei Dynasty, seized the
throne of Wei, declared the founding of the Jin Dynasty and chose Luoyang as his capital. This is known
as the Western Jin Dynasty. In 280, Sima Yan vanquished Wu, ending the Three Kingdoms period, but

the Jin Dynasty itself was overrun by nomadic people in 316 after a short-time unification, and once again

China fell into the situation of separation.
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In 317, Sima Rui, a descendant of the royal family of the Jin Dynasty, proclaimed himself an emperor
of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, whose capital was today's Nanjing. At the same time, several minority ethnic
groups in the Yellow River basin also established many states in succession. For more than 130 years,

northern China was chaotically divided, and this period is called the "Era of Sixteen States."
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In 439, the Northern Wei Dynasty, established by a minority people, united the north. Later,
Emperor Xiaowendi of Northern Wei introduced reforms, decreeing that the minority ethnic groups were
to adopt the institutions, language and costumes of the Han people. This resulted in a great intermixing of’
different ethnic groups in the north. Later, Northern Wei split into Eastern and Western Wei, and then the
latter two were replaced by Northern Qi and Northern Zhou, respectively. These five northern dynasties
are known as the Northern Dynasties. During the 170 years from 420 to 589, following the fall of Eastern
Jin, there appeared four dynasties in south China in succession, namely, Song, Qi, Liang and Chen, whose
capitals were all situated in today's Nanjing. These four dynasties are called the Southern Dynasties. The
period when the Southern Dynastiy and the Northern Dynastiy co-existed is called the Southern and

Northern Dynasties.
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The Three Kingdoms Period showcased its politics, economy and diplomacy, and there emerged a
great number of outstanding statesmen, the foremost of whom were Cao Cao and Zhuge Liang. The three
kingdoms, the two Jin dynasties and the Northern and Southern dynasties produced many famous thinkers,
strategists, scientists, literary figures, painters and calligraphers. In addition, a large number of works were

produced which had a positive influence on the development of the social and natural sciences. These

scientific and cultural achievements are gems of the Chinese cultural heritage.
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During this period, Europe witnessed the division of the powerful Roman Empire, the fall of the

Western Roman Empire, and the establishment of Germanic people's kingdoms in Western Europe,

moving to the stage of feudal societies.
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Cao Cao
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Cao Cao was an outstanding statesman, strategist and man of

letters of the late Eastern Han Dynasty.
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Alias Mengde, Cao Cao (155-220) was a native of today's Anhui

Province. He built up a powerful army in the course of suppressing

peasant uprisings.
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A portrait of Cao Cao
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A clay statue of Cao Cao . .
As a strategist Cao Cao was keen on the theory of military

strategy, and thought one should be able to play to the score tactically
in warfare. At the Battle of Guandu, with only 20,000 men, he soundly
defeated Yuan Shao's force of 100,000 based on his accurate analysis
between the enemy and themselves, expanding his army. A strong army
needed more food. Between campaigns, Cao Cao made his soldiers
cultivate the land to supply themselves with food. This not only solved
the army's food supply problem, but also improved the social economy

in the north.
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On the political stage, Cao Cao noticed that the rise of powerful
landlords was a cause of division of the late Eastern Han Dynasty.
Therefore, he paid attention to curb the strength of powerful landlords.
He once set up huge poles in front of the gates of governmental offices
to punish magnates who bullied the weak, and gave government posts
to people who dared to challenge powerful landlords. All these measures

strengthened his rule.
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Cao Cao brought forward a policy to promote any person of
talent, no matter what his background was. Therefore, when he was in

power, many talented people were placed in important posts, and they

made many contributions to Cao Cao's unification of the north.
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Because of these advantages, added to the fact that he had
Emperor Xiandi of the Han Dynasty under his control, Cao Cao put
down all the other warlords one after another in the north after the
Battle of Guandu in 200, and put an end to the situation of separation
in north China. This was not only helpful to the restoration of society
and economy in the Middle Plains, but laid a foundation for the

unification of the whole country by the Western Jin Dynasty.
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Moreover, Cao Cao took much
of count of culture and he was a man of
cultural tastes. He wrote many enduring

poems. His two sons, Cao Pi and Cao Zhi,

were both famous litterateur.
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B xie) RFULER
Controlling the Emperor and
Commanding the Nobles
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Toward the end of the Han
Dynasty, the imperial family was
very weak. In 196, Cao Cao invited
Emperor Xiandi to his headquarters
at Xudu (today's Xuchang, Henan
Province), where the latter was
actually put under house arrest.
Depending upon his powerful military
force, Cao Cao controlled the state
power, and often issued orders in the
name of the emperor to other warlords
so as to gain political advantages
over them. So, people at that time
criticized Cao Cao as "controlling
the emperor and commanding the
nobles," and Xu Shao, a famous
contemporary of Cao Cao, appraised
the latter as "a talented minister in
a well-governed society, and an
ambitious scoundrel in troubled
times." In traditional Chinese operas,
Cao Cao has always been portrayed
as a treacherous man.
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The life of Cao Cao is often a common
theme in folk art
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Zhuge Liang
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A portrait Zhuge Liang
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The statue of Zhuge Liang in the Wuhou
Temple,Chengdu,Sichuan province
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Zhuge Liang was an outstanding statesman and strategist.
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Alias Kongming, Zhuge Liang(181-234) was a native of today's
Shandong Province, and settled in Longzhong, to the west of
Xiangyang, Hubei Province. Leading a hermit's existence, Zhuge Liang
devoted himself to reading, acquiring knowledge, and broadening his

perspective.
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Meanwhile, Cao Cao prepared to march south to unite the whole
country after he unified the north. At that time, Sun Quan controlled
the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, and Liu Beli,
the weakest of the three
antagonists, was stationed
in Jingzhou. Liu Bei went
to visit Zhuge Liang three
times to ask for the latter's
assistance. Zhuge Liang
analyzed the situation in the
country in detail for Liu Bei,
and recommended that he
ally with Sun Quan against

Cao Cao. Liu Bei adopted

Zhuge Liang's suggestion and
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defeated Cao Cao in the Battle
of the Red Clift. Consequently,

his forces grew much stronger.
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Not long after he proclaimed himself emperor, Liu Bei died of

illness in Baidicheng. Before his death, he handed over the state power
of Shu to Zhuge Liang, to be wielded on behalf of Liu Bei's son, Liu
Shan. At that time, the southwestern ethnic minorities rose in rebellion.
In 225, Zhuge Liang led an army south in person, and pacified the
rebellious tribes there and won the confidence of the leader Meng Huo.
His strategy was to govern through the local chieftains, which greatly
improved relations between the Shu government and the minority
peoples. Meanwhile, he also carried out far-reaching internal reforms —
employing people with skills, stressing agricultural production and
irrigation works construction, and strengthening discipline in the army.

This helped Shu stay stable.
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Later, Zhuge Liang launched six expeditions northward to attack

Wei and unify the country, but failed. On his last northern expedition,

he died of illness due to excessive fatigue.

FEHREARD W, SRR, fhifesy
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In the minds of Chinese people, Zhuge Liang was the incarnation

of wisdom, and his legendary stories have been widely told.
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Three Visits to the Thatched
Cottage
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Liu Bei made himself a sworn
brother of Guan Yu and Zhang
Fei. Owning a small-sized military
group, he became an appendage
of Liu Biao in Jingzhou. In order
to increase his force, he began to
collect exceptional people. Hearing
that Zhuge Liang was a man of
talents, Liu Bei, together with his
sworn brothers Guan Yu and Zhang
Fei, visited the thatched cottage
in Longzhong where Zhuge Liang
was living in obscurity. Zhuge Liang
refused to meet Liu Bei the first two
times the three people called, but
was touched on the third occasion
by Liu Bei's sincerity, and the latter
finally earned a talented adviser.

2

1. ZREBERHIBERERENR
Wuhou Temple, Mian County, Shaanxi
Province(In memorial of Zhuge liang)

CXE=WOFE, BiEEE R
In need of a brilliant military strategist, Liu
Bei paid three visits to Zhuge liang's thatched
cottage to seek his assistance
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The Battle of the Red Cliff
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Sketch Map of the Triangular Balance of Power

between the Three Kingdoms
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The site of the Battle of the Red Cliff, Hubei

Province
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After Cao Cao united north China,
he had only two rivals— Sun Quan in the
middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze
River and Liu Bei in what is now the area

of Hubei Province.

208 4, W T 20 ST K ()
ANSHE 80 J1) A N o X aRSTL
RE, ENMAEEN2 T2 A
RN ST, ke
IVBSE R . 5 PVEGES,
EHRBERANL, HHREL/\ 2

WSRO IR 0, X AR BEROKE, SefRika:7), =
A A TEFLOIR M R 1AL AR, AE KL,
K MARARWIRS . XL EEIMUETE TIES, RS

IRAHE F Firty 401 3
HERS
ikt

In 208, Cao
Cao led an army of
200,000 men (who
were professed to be
800,000) south. Liu
Bei had to retreat
to Wuchang, Hubei

Province, and had
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1
just more than 20,000 soldiers. With the advice of his adviser Zhuge

Liang, Liu Bei decided to make an alliance with Sun Quan to resist
Cao Cao together. As Zhuge Liang pointed out to Sun Quan, although
Cao Cao's troops were much larger in number, 70,000 or 80,000 of
them were actually soldiers from Jingzhou who had just surrendered to
him. These soldiers were mainly water army, the main force in battle;
however, these people were possibly unwilling to obey Cao Cao. On
the other hand, Cao Cao's troops from the north were not used to
fighting on water; besides, many of them had gotten ill from the long
journey. This analysis helped Sun Quan grasp the situation, who agreed
to dispatch his senior general Zhou Yu with 30,000 soldiers to join the
fight of Liu Bei.

ARG R (SWHEREET, X —BiES Wb a S
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Gantang lake,jiujiang,jiangxi province
(legend has it that this was where the
military governor Zhou Yu of the kingdom of
Wu appointed commanders for war during
the Three Kingdoms Period.)
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A statue of Zhou Yu, Hubei province
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Cao Cao stationed his army at

Chibi (today's Chibi City in Hubei
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Sketch Map of the Battle
of the Red CIliff
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Sun Quan Ruled the Roost in
Jiangdong
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Sun Quan (c. 182-252), alias
Zhongmou, was a native of today's
Zhejiang Province. After his elder
brother Sun Ce's death, he took
over the rule of the middle and
lower reaches of the Yangtze River.
At that time, people looked down on
him and publicly rebelled against
him. Sun Quan dispatched troops
quickly and killed the rebels, and
his people thereafter admired his
courage. Later, Cao Cao proposed
that as long as Sun Quan sent one
of his sons as hostage, Cao Cao
would promise to maintain good
relations. Adopting Zhou Yu's
advice, Sun Quan decided to refuse
Cao Cao's proposal. Instead, he
developed and expanded his own
power relying on the geographical
advantages in Jiangdong (roughly
the lower reaches of the Yangtze
River south of its watercourse),
which finally led to the situation of
tripartite confrontation.
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Province, but another account has it in the northeast of Jiayu County,
Hubei). He had his boats tied together with iron chains so that the
soldiers from the north could move aboard. Zhuge Liang and Zhou
Yu decided to strike Cao Cao with "fire." One night, when a favorable
southeast wind began to blow, Zhou Yu dispatched Huang Gai, one
of his subordinates to pretend to surrender to Cao Cao. Huang Gai
commanded ten ships full of firewood which had been soaked in oil,
steering them towards Cao Cao's army. When they were near the
enemy, they set their ships on fire, leaving them sailing down the wind
towards Cao Cao's fleet. Having been chained together, Cao Cao's
ships could not be separated in time, and soon turned into a sea of fire.
The fire even extended onto the bank, and many of Cao Cao's troops

were killed and wounded.
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After the Battle of the Red CIiff, the situation of the whole
country changed. Cao Cao retreated back to the north. In 220, after

Cao Cao's death, his son Cao Pi dethroned Emperor

Xiandi of the Han Dynasty and proclaimed himself an 4

emperor. Cao Pi named his own state Wei, taking
Luoyang as its capital. Following his victory in
the Battle of the Red Cliff, Liu Bei seized an
opportunity to occupy most of Jingzhou, and
then spread his power to the west. In 221,
he also proclaimed himself an emperor,
and called his state Shu, with the capital
in Chengdu. Sun Quan consolidated his
power in the middle and lower reaches of
the Yangtze River, and proclaimed himself
a"king"in 222. He named his state Wu, and
made Jianye (today's Nanjing) his capital.
The struggle between the three kingdoms
lasted until 280, when the Western Jin

Dynasty wiped out Wu.
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The Turmoil Caused by Eight Kings
of the Western Jin Dynasty
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In 263, Sima Zhao wiped out

the Shu Kingdom with the army of

the Wei Dynasty, and died of illness

1

before he could enthrone himself. His
son, Sima Yan, dethroned the emperor of the Wei Dynasty in 265, and
proclaimed himself an emperor, calling his state Jin. Sima Yan was just
Emperor Wudi of the Jin Dynasty in history, and set up his capital in
Luoyang. Historians refer to this dynasty as the Western Jin Dynasty.
In 280, the Western Jin Dynasty destroyed Wu, reunifying the whole

co untry .
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In its early years, the Western Jin Dynasty carried out a series of
policies to encourage peasants to grow crops, raise silkworms, reclaim
wild lands and increase production. The people were thus able to

recover from wars, and a period of short-term prosperity emerged.
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Sima Zhao's Vicious Intention
Is Obvious to Everyone in the
Street
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Sima Zhao was a man of the
Wei Kingdom during the Three
Kingdoms Period, and his father
Sima Yi had been a senior general of
the Wei Kingdom. After the death of
Cao Pi, Emperor of Wei, the power of
the Wei Kingdom fell into the hands
of Sima Yi. After Sima Yi's death, his
eldest son Sima Shi assisted Cao
Mao at 13, an emperor of the Wei
Dynasty. Sima Shi was even more
powerful than Sima Yi, but died of
iliness before long. On his deathbed,
Sima Shi handed all his power over
to his younger brother, Sima Zhao.
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Sima Zhao became even
more ambitious after he took
power, consistently attempting to
supercede Cao Mao. He constantly
rooted out dissidents and struck
political rivals. Cao Mao, despite his
young age, was quite aware that
sooner or later he would be removed
by Sima Zhao even if he was only a
puppet emperor. He thus planned to

(BZETH)
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eliminate Sima Zhao by taking him
by surprise.
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One day, Cao Mao summoned
his trusted ministers, saying,'Sima
Zhao's vicious intention is obvious
to everyone in the street. | cannot
endure the shame of being overthrown
without any resistance, so | want you
to attack him together with me for his
crimes."Several ministers knew well
that this would only cost their lives
without any positive result, and they
tried to dissuade him out of doing so.
Wang Jing, a minister who attended
the meeting, reasoned with Cao Mao,
saying,'Now the power has fallen into
Sima Zhao's hands, all ministers in the
court are his followers; considering
your weak strength, any imprudence
will cause unimaginable results, so
Your Majesty should have a second
thought over it."
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Cao Mao refused the advice,
and led in person hundreds of
servants and guards to make a
surprise attack on Sima Zhao. But
out of his expectation, somebody
among his trusted ministers had
reported this news to Sima Zhao,
and immediately Sima dispatched
troops to intercept him, and kill him
halfway.
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Afterwards, people use this
expression to mean that the vicious
ambition of a schemer has been so
obvious that it is known by all.

CERFRDREE

The Emperor Wudi of the Jin Dynasty Sima
Yan's Portrait
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Pottery Equestrian Figurines in the Western
Jin Dynasty
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Frescoes of Tombs in the Jin Dynasty
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In order to guard the power of the Sima
family, Sima Yan, Emperor Wudi of the Jin
Dynasty, restored the vassal enfeoffment system 2
in ancient times, conferring 27 members of the Sima family with the
title king and making them garrison in their fiefs. Soon, a faction took
place within the Sima clan. Eight kings, including King of Zhao (whose
name was Lun) and King of Chu (whose name was Wei) fought each
other for the imperial throne, creating turmoil from 291 to 306, which
lasted as long as 16 years. In order to increase their power, the kings
invited minority ethnic groups in the north to the war, and troops of

the Huns, Xianbei, Jie and other minorities stormed their way to the

Middle Plains. An unprecedented turbulence occurred in north China.
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In 304, Liu Yuan, a chief of the Huns, methodically controlled most
territory of Bingzhou. In 308, Liu Yuan proclaimed himself an emperor
in Pingyang (today's Linfen in Shanxi Province), and dispatched troops
to attack Luoyang. In 316, the army of the Huns seized Chang'an and
captured Emperor Mindi of the Jin Dynasty. The Western Jin Dynasty was

thus destroyed after its short unification of less than 40 years.
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The Battle of Feishui
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Sketch Map of Eastern Jin and the
Sixteen States of North China
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In 317, Sima Rui, a royal member of
the Jin Dynasty, was enthroned with the
support of Wang Dao and others, taking
Jiankang (today's Nanjing) as his capital.
This was historically called the Eastern
Jin Dynasty. In the north, meanwhile, all
minority ethnic groups who had moved to
the inner land of China and the Han people
established 16 powers in succession along the
reaches of the Yellow River, which were

known as "Sixteen Kingdoms."
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Easlern Jin
(317-420)
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In the latter half of the fourth century, Fu Jian, ruler of the
Former Qin Dynasty, united the Yellow River Valley area. In the fifth
lunar month of 383, Fu Jian led an army of over 800,000 men against

Eastern Jin.
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1. Bk B

The Battle of Feishui
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Facing the attack of Fu Jian's army, the Eastern Jin Dynasty

decided to make concerted efforts to fight against the enemy. At that
time, leaders of the Jin army were Xie Shi, Xie Xuan and Liu Laozhi.
They had an army of only 80,000 men. In the 10th lunar month,
Fu Jian's army captured Shouyang (today's Shouxian County, Anhui
Province). Fu Jian sent Zhu Xu, a Jin general captured by the Former
Qin Dynasty, to the Jin army, to induce them to capitulate. Seizing the
chance of going to the Jin camp, Zhu Xu told Xie Shi that there were
only 250,000 Former Qin soldiers in the front, and he suggested the Jin

army launch an attack first.
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Sketch Map of the Battle of the Feishui
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In the 11th month, Liu Laozhi attacked

the Former Qin army with 5,000 crack

Main force of Former Qin
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soldiers and wiped
out 50,000 Former
Qin ones. Xie Shi
and other generals
advanced on the
crest of the victory
and confronted the
Former Qin army,
with each side on one
bank of the Feishui
River. One day, Xie

1 Xuan proposed that
the Former Qin army should draw back since it was not convenient for
the two belligerent parties to fight on different sides of the river. Fu Jian
had planned to attack the Jin army when they crossed the river, so he
ordered his army to retreat. However, his soldiers did not know the real
meaning of the retreat, and many of them thought that they had lost the
battle. Zhu Xu shouted loudly, "Fu Jian's army has lost the battle! Fu
Jian's army has lost the battle!" This threw the Former Qin soldiers into
great confusion at once. The Jin army took advantage of the occasion
and crossed the Feishui River. Fu Jian's soldiers fled desperately and
Fu Jian himself was wounded by an arrow. At last, Fu Jian returned to

Chang'an with only a little more than 100,000 soldiers.
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This was the famous Battle of Feishui, in which a small army
defeated a much larger one. After the Battle of Feishui, the Former
Qin Dynasty toppled and north China was again run by independent
regimes. But meanwhile, Eastern Jin guaranteed stability in the south.
Later, the power of the Eastern Jin Dynasty was seized by senior general
Liu Yu, who established a dynasty called Song. During the 170 years
from 420 to 589, south China went through the four dynasties of Song,
Qi, Liang and Chen, together known as the Southern Dynasties. In
439, a power called Northern Wei united north China, and formed a
situation of confrontation against the Southern Dynasties. Hence, the

history entered the Southern and Northern Dynasties.

1. ZRHF KRGS
The Anciant Feishui Battlefield in Shouxian
County, Anhui Province
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The Origin of “Every Bush
and Tree Looks Like an
Enemy”
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At the Battle of Feishui, the
army of the Former Qin Dynasty
confronted the troops of the Eastern
Jin Dynasty across the Feishui
River. One day, Fu Jian, general
commander of the army of Former
Qin, climbed the Shouyang city
wall to observe the enemy. Seeing
that the troops of Eastern Jin were
in good order, he thought that
the swinging bushes and trees
opposite on Mount Bagong were
enemy soldiers, too. Hawing a
fearful look on his face, Fu Jian said
to his brother:"How could we say
these tough enemies are weak?"
This is the origin of the Chinese
idiom "Every bush and tree looks
like an enemy," which is a metaphor
for extreme timidity.
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Wang Xizhi and Gu Kaizhi
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Wang Xizhi (c. 303-361), a native of today's Shandong Province,

was a great calligrapher of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, and was called by
later generations the Saint of Calligraphy.
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Wang Xizhi studied calligraphy under the master calligrapher

Madame Wei in his youth. Then he traveled widely to study tablet
inscriptions created by famous calligraphers of older generations. It is
said that he used to practice calligraphy by the pond beside the Lan
(Orchid) Pavilion in today's Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province, day and
night, until the clear pond water turned black from dipping his inky
brush into it so many times. When he took a rest, he still envisioned
the structure of characters, and his fingers would trace them on his
garments. As a result, his clothes soon became worn out and finally he
developed his own unique style. Wang Xizhi's style in both running
hand and cursive script had a great influence on later generations of
calligraphers. The famous rubbings of his stone inscriptions include
the Preface to Orchid Pavilion and the Seventeenth Calligraphy
Models. Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty admired Wang Xizhi's

calligraphy, and wrote in person On the Biography of Wang Xizhi,

EHBBmeE
The Inventor of Regular
Script
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During the period from the end
of the Han Dynasty to the beginning
of the Wei Dynasty, there was a
famous calligrapher named Zhong
Yao, who is skilled at calligraphy,
especially at regular script. He
was the first master of regular
script in Chinese history, and his
calligraphy enabled the transition
from official script to regular script
as the ordinary writing system. He
also helped set the style of Chinese
characters. His representative
works include the Statement of
Proclamation and the Statement to

Recommend Jizhi.
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Gu Kaizhi's Picture Scroll of Female Scholars
(349cm long, 25cm wide)
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It is said that the tablet inscription at the
Orchid Pavillion in Shaoxing, Zhejiang
Province,was written by Wang Xizhi.

3. ¢8R (EmK)

Zhong Yao's Statement of Proclamation

4. EFZ (FLEEHME)

Wang Xizhi's calligraphy

5. WilgZ CEHmE) (REX)
Gu Kaizhi's Picture Scroll of the Luoshui River
Nymph (facsimiles of the Song Dynasty)
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1
emphatically advocating the calligraphic style of Wang Xizhi. Such

efforts have exerted great influence on later generations.
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Gu Kaizhi (346-407) was an outstanding painter in the Eastern
Jin Dynasty. Later generations grouped him together with Lu Tanwei,
Zhang Sengyao and Wu Daozi, and called them the "Four Ancestors
of Painting." Gu once traveled all over south China accumulating rich

materials for his paintings.
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Gu Kaizhi was especially good at figure painting. He maintained
to "depict spirit through figures" and see the mystery of a person's mind
through his or her eyes. Gu Kaizhi once painted murals in a Buddhist
temple. He did not paint the eyeballs of personae until the paintings
were appreciated by visitors. Immediately the figures became vivid and
lite-like. Gu Kaizhi's works have long been lost; what remain nowadays
are only the facsimiles of his Picture Scroll of Female Scholars, Picture

Scroll of the Luoshui River Nymph and Picture Scroll of Virtuous
Ladies.
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Zu Chongzhi, the Remarkable Mathematician

M (429—500) , F5EA
KGN . AAFAAR RN
T, THEEECY

Zu Chongzhi (429-500) lived

the Southern Dynasties. He devoted
himself to study in his youth, being

% especially fond of mathematics.

AL 2 A 25027 T TR Bk
W, SRR T R RORE R 1R
b SO D e i SRR s T
2 2 I EBAB, PP Ty ARAR PR R 1R, (RS R Ao
Mz Sgbar NS, doe A = ERHENEL (Lia HuD
) “BIRR” KRR AR, R AR 5 T 2T,
ST IUBURE S, B 130 kUL FRIRCE L, T H.
XNEG M. Az E8E—Rk, 20EEMWE, HEJLK
Mg R e MR AT, %5 B8, th—EER TR
N2 1E 12288 M TEHIIH KA IE 24576 BIEIIEIAR, 243

in the period of Liu Song and Qi of

1. Bz iR
A Portrait of Zu Chongzhi

2 HREE (FERGZMITH
I&)

Chips used for counting (the most ancient
tabulating device of China)
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[51)4 5 HAaan L &K 8] T 52T 3.1415926 /N T 3.1415927 11

Circumference versus Diameter Graph sE
[l i Circumference
A Zu Chongzhi's major contribution to
51k ,' mathematics was his relatively accurate calculation
of pi. Piis the ratio of a circle's circumference to
4mb //" its diameter. This concept had been known very
. early in ancient China, but was not as accurate as it
ank i should be. On the basis of predecessors' experience,
J 4 Zu Chongzhi decided to calculate pi by means
2nf P of a "circle-cutting method", which was invented
i / Liu Hui of the Three Kingdoms Period. er
; by Liu Hui of the Tt Kingd Period. Aft
i . . . . . . .
1nf i unimaginably painstaking calculation, Zu Chongzhi
' inally calculate e ratio of the circumference o
finally calculated the ratio of th f £
ok : '2 fli ‘; - a circle to its diameter at between 3.1415926 and
1 5 e
Diameter 3.1415927.

ERL I o o PR A (WU ) e e R AN S O e
PECF IR R BLA 15 BB K R R
( Al-Kashi ) 116 HHZCEEFBA K Tk (Viete ) A HESL )
NBURE 16 5z, i At BRI 2 Ah, A S A A
(zhui) ), Wedie THRFITEEAR B R B o AT (4
AR BRI LR

Zu Chongzhi was the first scientist who calculated pi to the
seventh digit after the decimal, and his achievement was not surpassed

until 900 years later. In addition, he had also compiled a mathematics

book called ZhAuishu, which became the main mathematics textbook in

China during the Tang Dynasty.

PEGRIMEEENHEE R

Calculation Table of p/ in Amcient China

WA FREREAN ., HREFEANREER®TTHE, THTRES:
Calculation Graph of the Ratio of a Circle's Circumference to Its Diameter from Liu Xin of the Western Han
Dynasty to Zu Chongzhi, as shown in the following table:

BlEER B B
Name of the Scientist Ratio
X RUE
Western Han Dynasty Liu Xin 8.1547
ZE#®E Ryl 314159
Three Kingdoms and Wei and Jin Dynasties Liu Hui '
EES AR 31428
Liu Song Dynasty of the Southern Dynasties He Chengtian '
EHRF oz
Liu Song and Qi Dynasties of the Southern Dynasties Zu Chongzhi 31415926 —3.1415927
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The Reform of Emperor Xiaowendi of the

Northern Wei Dynasty

kAR, e
FEBL (Tuobd) [ A2 fif Y1k
ASH 8B, FREHS F T
AlrE. XFEMEA, BT
2R, MATERCRIA L AR
LR, kol 36 At L ER R
IS, HITME R, W
AT, BT AR K
386 R FE (Tudbd Gul)
B EAz, BUE S 439 4F
Wik 75 (Tudba Tao) 4t —
TAETT, SR T 100 24
SURER I, Ha, Jb3l
IR GG —BAL T A e R

The Tuoba tribe, who established the Northern Wei Dynasty and
united north China, was an outstanding branch of the Xianbei ethnic
group. The Tuoba tribe did not live in houses, nor did they have any
letters or laws in its early stage. During the Wei and Jin dynasties, they
travelled nomadically to the grasslands south of the Yinshan Mountain.
There, they became the leading tribe of 36 Xianbei branches, and
began to settle down and engage in farming, gradually growing stronger
and stronger. In 386, Tuoba Gui was enthroned as a king, and renamed
their state Wei. In 439, Tuoba Tao united North China, which
terminated the situation of division and turmoil that had lasted for more

than one century. However, the rule of the Northern Wei Dynasty in

its early stage had been in an unsteady state continuously.

490 4, 24 B IANER 2T AR R B, B SCR, SRIbER
M5 6 MIEE . bR EHE M E A, fFEAEREm T, b

1.

N

w

ez LHE
The worshipping Picture of Emperor
Xiaowendi of Northern Wei Dynasty

Rt fE

The Cavalry figurines of Northern Wei
Dynasty

- FIURRRIRH DB R IR SRR, &

BRUEEE F 285 BEEHEN
ZHTEE (FER)

The National Minority Aristocrats in the
Clothing of Han Nationality, Selected from
the Picture of Paying a Fine in the Middle
of the South Wall of the 285th grotto of
Dunhuang Frescoes (Partial)



RES (KZF)
Hua Mulan and The Ballad of
Mulan

“OEDUED & WEDOE), K
R, FEVHTF (zhv) 75, HEE
TR XE—EHRER
IR RS ARZEE VT Ko
XERTMWEIAR—NEEHN
I LHE, MEAE, REK
BREFHRTHAZLHS
EEXMNENETHE,

"Click, click, click. Mulan wove
cloth in the house. Yet we could not
hear the sound of the shuttle, but
the sound of Mulan's sighs." This is
the opening of The Ballad of Mulan,
a well-known folk song in north
China. The heroine of this ballad
was a heroic woman of Northern
Wei named Hua Mulan. The song
tells how Hua Mulan disguised
herself as man, and joined the army
in place of her father.

BHEA=ZRIETRA, 1t
TTAERGR, EARZMRFE
MBI —fREN, MWNFRIER
ZHBERF RAEHRFH,
bk 5 A = B A Ih NI A gk
R, 5. FE. 8. 5.
ZEREE, REEERFLFE
MIEES.

It is said that Hua Mulan lived
during the Northern Wei Dynasty,
and people from north China were
fond of martial arts. Hua Mulan's
father, an ex—soldier, had taught her
military skills since her childhood,
including horse riding, archery and
swordsmanship. Hua Mulan also
read her father's books on military
science when she was free.

ERELFCFNRE,
SEFRITRR, AREER
ARE, BF, HHIETHEIR
IRRIREARMTE TRIL, LR
PAEFRE—BBF A%,
AREMRFELKRT, KENH
PELN, TRAZREER
MZE, MEFFE T fbE 12
RVEBANATE . KIDRITHL, MR
ZBEARGMRRENESE, E
FEFEAENZRHS G, B
SIEMN—RRH, BREAZ
RIEZTMT BCHEw, 124
RREFIER . 27 F b T5T,

(#%ZETm)
(Go to the next page)
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7 2] TARZ DU AR iR R Jia 7 b 1T U
o VORI Gin, —EZWRrhECE, o
IR IR M. 0 TR DURI St S, RN i
L, 494 4F, MACHRIT S 18,

In 490, Tuoba Hong, the 6th monarch of the Northern Wei
Dynasty, the Emperor Xiaowendi, began to run the government in
person at the age of 24. Influenced by his grandmother on his father's
side, who was a Han woman, he was educated in Chinese culture. He
carried out a drastic reform for sinicization. In his opinion, Northern
Wei would have to absorb the culture of the Middle Plains and reform
the backward practices of the Xianbei ethnic group if it wanted to
consolidate its rule. In order to accept the advanced culture of the Han
people, and meanwhile to solve the problem of grain supply, Tuoba

Hong moved his capital to Luoyang in 494.

FCHITHIE, AT T AANSCR R, SO
WAA: BORBERE R DURIIRE; 30 UL MEWIEM
B SRR — AN XTSRSy DL il
B SDUEE . At 5K
HEF BRI R .
ok H BN R AU, S5,
AR, ) T DR AR
CiLIE/A

After the relocation of his
capital, Emperor Xiaowendi
implemented a series of reform
measures, mainly changing the
bureaucratic system, demanding both
the officials and common people of
the Xianbei ethnic group to wear
the costumes of the Han people,
decreeing that all Xianbei people
under the age of 30 who held offices
in the court spoke Chinese, replacing
the surnames of the Xianbei people
with those of the Han people, and
encouraging the intermarriage
between the Xianbei people and
the Han. In addition, he had also

advocated ruling the country by 3
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means of Confucianism. He went
to Qufu to present sacrifices at
the Confucius' Temple in person,
promoted Confucianism, and
established schools. His deeds were
supported by high-ranking Han
people.

T B
N CIE” o ABIEEE T BURK T
YNE S5 @l W LY S N SR /A 7= E S R LI EAR R
HTEBRET T, AU MR T AR B .

Emperor Xiaowendi took the lead to replace his surname with
"Yuan". He also married the daughters of eminent families of the
Han ethnic group as his empress and concubines. He also promoted
Buddhism with utmost efforts, and the Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang,

which are well known both at home and abroad, just began to be built

during his reign.

F OISO, N 1AL T R DU R,
(et 7 ALy R R, I8 BT v 2 et 2 1T
B, JUBBUE RIS TIRKRILRE, ALBB s 2]
TR

The reform of Emperor Xiaowendi accelerated the sinicization
both within the Xianbei people and in north China, and propelled the
general integration of ethnic groups in the north. Meanwhile, a lot of
wild lands near Luoyang were reclaimed, the politics and economy of
Northern Wei greatly developed, and the Northern Wei Dynasty was

consolidated.

($EER) ;
(Continued from previous page)

BIBMMAE, FIBWLARZE
®7,

Owing to the reform of Emperor
Xiaowendi of the Northern Wei
Dynasty, both society and the
economy had developed in north
China, and people lived a relatively
peaceful life. To ward off incursions
by the Rouran nomads, the ruler
of Northern Wei ordered that every
household provided a man to
join an expedition against them.
Mulan's father was old then, and
her younger brother was too young
to go and fight. So Mulan decided
to join the army instead of her
father and her 12 years' military life
began. It was very hard for men to
fight invaders at frontier juncture,
not mention for Mulan who had to
maintain her disguise. However,
Mulan accomplished her mission
successfully. In view of her exploits
on the battlefield, the ruler of
Northern Wei offered Mulan a high
official position, but she refused it.

FEER, EAZ—HR
—RrF R EA SR, EX
WEE BE N i Ah, 1998 F,
BB EAZ B E AR E
R, BT 2tRH%,

For hundreds of years, Hua
Mulan has been a highly respected
woman by the Chinese people
because of her courage and
simplicity. In 1998, her story was
adapted for a Disney cartoon, to the
acclaim of viewers all over the world.

1 I “Hk2” R

An image of “Hua Mulan” in a Disney
cartoon

2. FRARBAEIf5 RS

The Portrait Brick of the Band in Southern
Dynasty
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The Bleyday of Feudal Sodiety—
The Sui amd Tang Dynasties

Introduction

6 et s 10 e,
e AR R L T 4
K g —m ks (Sui)
B R, 581 4F, BIX
I PR, T b
o BT PSS
589 4%, FE KR, T
%—fidb. 618 4F, [
AR GRS

WAL, A, FE
KT AEXIRIGE
O, RS

R, Feblits, dar
JE. MBTRCE (627—649 7547 ) BIRT 2005 (712—756 1F
f7) mr, A I “BTZIR” R T T
FERAM BRI S B R, ZRBIKNE, m Ml S, PERRE
IRIEARI], ZRALBIIN 2 —1r . L ER/ DR e X & 25
BRI, EHFommk.

From the 6th to the 10th centuries, China was once more

united, under the Sui and Tang dynasties. In 581, Yang Jian, known as
Emperor Wendi of the Sui Dynasty, usurped the throne of Northern
Zhou, and established Sui. In 589, Sui wiped out the Chen Dynasty,

1. JyeEE

Dunhuang murals
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and reunified the northern and southern parts of the country. In 618, Emperor Yangdi of Sui was killed
by his subordinates in a peasant uprising, and the Sui Dynasty soon came to an end. Li Yuan, a powerful
Sui official, and his sons, took advantage of the great peasant uprising, and established the Tang Dynasty.
During the period from the reign of Emperor Taizong (r. 627-649) to the early part of the reign of
Emperor Xuanzong (r. 712-756), there occurred the "Benign Administration of the Zhenguan" and the
"Flourishing Kaiyuan Reign." Zhenguan and Kaiyuan were the reign titles of emperors Taizong and
Xuangzong, respectively. The territory ruled by the Tang Dynasty was broader than that of any of the
previous dynasties. It reached the East China Sea in the east, extended to the islands in the South China
Sea in the south, bordered Lake Balkhash in today's Kazakhstan in the west, and stretched as far as to the
Outer Hinggan Mountains in the northeast. The bordering areas inhabited by minority ethnic groups were
developed step by step, and the country thrived greatly.

FEREIYT, L8DFZSmTEoR, AOMREME, BECSUEREERANL . BT
2, MRS BOSAR S s B e B RS R PR TR R T i, A, AR AT R
BRI FERECCRARKREE, Samisoe NI BEAGEH
ATRBERRH R, R MR RO R R 2 —

During the Sui and Tang dynasties, the economy of China prospered, exchanges with the outside
world were frequent, and glorious scientific and cultural achievements blossomed. Calligraphy, painting
and sculpture flourished in the Tang Dynasty. In particular, Tang Dynasty poetry, represented by the poets
Li Bai and Du Fu, is regarded as the acme of this genre. In the field of prose literature, Han Yu and Liu

Zongyuan were most outstanding. Tang was not only a strong dynasty in ancient China, but also one of
the richest and most powerful countries in the world at that time.

W RN, PUDRIE K53 24, BURNRRL, Ao 285F . SUAE T8 L i . 52 AR,
S ARLED D o SRS N A L 2[RI 85 SO AT U T R AT A B DL BRI
. AU U, 2N TN, EHGR IR T 2R . L, MG 4
FIBGE L, I ER LI & AT S AZ IR Oz — o R IE IS R SENE R
IR, FESMRHEAY “FEAN" o HERIBAE, BIMER (y1) RERRUTERTRY R
N

During the Sui and Tang dynasties, the Western European countries were in disruption, the political

situation was in chaos, and the social economy and culture developed slowly. On the contrary, the
whole situation in Asia was vibrant. The burgeoning economy and culture of the Sui and Tang dynasties
influenced the whole of Asia, especially the countries in East Asia. Chang'an, the capital city of the Tang
Dynasty, was not only the political center of China at that time, but also one of the centers for economic
and cultural exchanges in the whole Asian region. Because of the considerable and profound influence of
the Tang Dynasty in the world, the Chinese people were called "Tang Ren" by foreigners. Even today, the

compact communities of overseas Chinese are still called "Tang Ren Streets" (Chinese towns).
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The Grand Canal of the Sui Dynasty

SAESIINPNTR I SN SN 25 SN it [ P iR
Ao FIAbZ RS — Sl i, e A
(zao) o HEERGTEIARIF#EAD AT, Hfix
FARIERIB o

Most of China's major rivers, such as the Yellow River and the

Yangtze River, flow from west to east into the ocean, so canals are the

only option for smooth waterways between north and south. Several
artificial waterways had been built in ancient China, among which the

most famous was the Grand Canal.

605 FEE 610 1F, [iikpw b 1 s f o i 4al, b

1 BT o vang o5 KA e, SLET TR T, B2 T4 6 M

2IFIMEEABIE e | AL, T T X SIEIT . HPAF Y, DL S

Jiangsu Province

WIS WS N, ThIAB s R S S i
AR, SR REI 4K 2000 2Tk, JKIH 5 30 K
70 KA, JGIFES (SAE50) L BERHL (AHUH) |
L PSELERE FULTETSBH . Y TR . WO MR KT BT
Sketeh Map of The Grand Canal ey sopone st ARptgi LV T 2280
. T SATHT S KX, KBTI, ST
R AL, i
HIZE VR, 4
HEWS%E—, BET
3 IR

In order to strengthen

his control over both
north and south China
and propel the exchange

of commodities between

north and south, Emperor
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Yangdi of the Sui Dynasty conscripted millions of laborers for a project
spanning about six years from 605 to 610 to dig this canal. The Grand
Canal included some previously dug canals, which were repaired,
widened and deepened, and linked with some natural rivers and lakes.
The Grand Canal of the Sui Dynasty totaled more than 2,000 km, with
the width of its water surface ranging from 30 to 70 meters. Centered at
Luoyang, it reached Zhuojun (today's Beijing) in the north and Yuhang
(today's Yellow in south), connecting five major rivers, namely the
Haihe River, the Yellow River, the Huaihe River, the Yangtze River
and the Qiantang River, and stretching through vast areas including
today's Hebei, Shandong, Henan, Anhui, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and so forth.
The opening of the Grand Canal played a vital role in promoting the
economic and cultural development of both the north and south and in
maintaining the unity of the country.

JURAE BRI | HRE A S SO 1 L 2RIs R A
I, e —AAGRRAL AT, AU S ELE GE T,
B AL A R K o

In the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), with the existing canal further
dredged and the Shandong canal and Tonghui Canal newly dug,
a grand canal directly linking Beijing and Hangzhou was formed,

becoming an important waterway for the transport between north and
south China.

FREA H OB E RIEm, HIAOE N5 R
FOEEAR, B A T /Kb, BRI T oK IRl
Today, China has begun to restore the Grand Canal, not only for

the convenience of transportation between the north and the south, but
more importantly for transferring water from the south to the north to

solve the problem of water shortages in north China.

—_

ARSI

/N - Data

UM B,
The Hangzhou section of the Beijing—
Hangzhou Grand Canal
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The Benign Administration of the Zhenguan Reign

AR MRS Y B2A I, SF5 & 000 (Zhenguan) .
DOWAETR] (627—649) , REACEWRIMEE HIK B0, 1
DIRHRE S, SAT TR ITWIRBER AR FE R R R,
TR ABRAS BIIUE , 225 RIRE R, I H
BT — AR E RIS AT . S R A IX Y]
M MR o

The reign (627-649) of Emperor Taizong, was known as
Zhenguan. Drawing lessons from the downfall of the Sui Dynasty,
Emperor Taizong carried out many enlightened policies and measures
beneficial both to the country and the people, which consolidated
the state power of the Tang Dynasty, restored and developed the
social economy. Therefore, there appeared a relatively stable and

peaceful social environment. This reign has been termed the "Benign

Administration of the Zhenguan Reign" by historians.

FEA A BB BOATE W, stEE A, )
1. EARE TG W . Ik REEARER N, A S5 (Gian) ,

A portrait of Taizong of Tang
2. EiEuA (HRE) (BAR2R | AREBSRMBAE . BAERIA RS BRI, AIEER
AEERBETRIRERIBHEE ) o s N P o - Sy
A portraithof the formal meeting between /j__\‘/:—E/:\‘ ’ mz:]&-d:o %ﬁ'fﬂfﬁ% ’ k%ﬁ%%lﬁ9 }Eﬁglﬂ{/ﬁ%ﬁ.‘% )
Emperor Taizong and the messengers (of

king of o~ Songsen Gampo) presenivg | [ LSKHILACE, FHPISOAESE T, ATV 7T AMESET,
AILAT O B BRAESE T, FRRE T BT
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Emperor Taizong knew that a well-ordered administration needed
capable people and a wide range of expert opinions. So, he made good
use of capable people no matter what their backgrounds were. Wei
Zheng was a courageous minister who dared dissuade Emperor Taizong
directly and did not give way even if it would annoy the latter. Later,
when Wei Zheng died of illness, the Emperor cried out, "Using a
bronze mirror, one could tidy his clothes; using history as a mirror, one
could learn about a country's rise and fall; using a person as a mirror,
one could tell right from wrong. Now Wei Zheng is dead, I have lost

one of my mirrors."

R T W24 0E, Wadtne, TEss ik
AREAIAE —ER T 7R, R R BN T
FFRIPRUERE o XSRS R O BEASES E ARUTh I,
EAEMT, ARJEK; JKAEEUNT, AR (fid fit

Emperor Taizong implemented many measures that enjoyed
the support of the people, such as merging counties and prefectures
together to reduce expenditure; letting peasants have a certain amount
of land; and reducing the burden of corvee labor to ensure enough time
for peasants to work on their land. Citing an ancient saying, Emperor

Taizong said that the emperor was like a boat and the people were like
water; water could carry the boat, but it could also capsize it.

JEREGER O TR R BBGR, Wit 7% KRR
o VALK IRERA Sy “RATT" o FEARGHER SO A T
eI FE (Tibo) PE, ENH
RBORHIACk >3, WrhE
Z RIRFE R IRE R T otk

Emperor Taizong won the
support of all minority peoples by
adopting relatively enlightened policies
toward them. The ethnic groups in the
northwest called him "Great Khan."
The emperor sent Princess Wencheng
to marry the king of Tubo (the
predecessor of Tibet), which made the
relations between the Han and Tibetan
peoples closer, and contributed to the
stability of China as a multi-ethnic

country.

1. ERGERE=RE
The Tang tricolor pottery model of a musical
group

2. BBEEARIFREZ — i MR
Sa Luzi, One of the Six Horses in Zhaoling
Mausoleum

3. BUEE 3 mEEE ( EHM PH
{EE )

The 23rd grotto of Dunhuang Frescoes
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The Flourishing Kaiyuan Reign

1. EZRR

A portrait of Emperor Xuanzong

2. EXRBH AR HHRILEE
£BX. BARLEERZ

The carving on the cliff of Mt.Taishan.
Emperor Xuanzong was here once to worship
heaven

APIn e P o S NI K S e P A Ak S

] (713—741) , BURZE, SUTERARE, REHILT
EERGER, JR2A R X — IRy “TFoTastt” o
Kaiyuan (713-741) was the earlier reign of Li Longji, Emperor
Xuanzong. Through more than one century of accumulation from the
early Zhenguan Reign of Emperor Taizong to the late Kaiyuan Reign,

the Tang Dynasty witnessed unprecedented prosperity, which earned

these years the description "The Flourishing Kaiyuan Period."

JE 2R NRRIEI R, RRIURIN T b2 2%,
SEESORE RSN, AN, #2 KEIE
WL, R OIEFRE K o A — T R S5 R A= AR E A b
(hudng ) HiesE . w2l i, BEEE—KF, ZEARRHED
W T o HHE R R B2 T . Y2 AEA X
S L RBES AT, BA L. R Z 5T WY 52
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Emperor Xuanzong, also called Emperor Minghuang was the
grandson of Wu Zetian. He modeled his rule on that of Emperor
Taizong, appointing capable people, listening to his ministers' advice
and devoting himself to state affairs. One year, a serious locust disaster
happened in Henan and some other places. When swarms of locusts
flew over, all crops in the field were destroyed, and even the sun was
blocked out. Many people thought it was a misfortune from Heaven,
and humans could do nothing about it. But Emperor Xuanzong
accepted the advice of his prime minister Yao Chong, thinking that
locust was merely a kind of harmful insects, and deserved no fright.
Thanks to effective measures, the locust disaster was finally controlled.

JHXFAENRA) 20 B, R 7B R . K
FARERTE (128 ) i peiig . 128 ok,
N D PR = FERKRIESRKE, ARAEED (1in)
RFsc 7 PR EE T T B
W, ENBIHEA TP AR Al
BRI, IR 1A 5ONIRA
ABBPE, AR5,

During the first two decades of the
reign of Emperor Xuanzong, the Tang
Dynasty flourished. The renowned poet
Du Fu once described the prosperity of that
time in his poem "Remembering the Past":
"I remember the good old Kaiyuan days/
When even a small county had ten thousand
households/The rice shone and the corn was

white/And granaries both of state and people
burst with grain alike."

1. ERAEmS (SHAXE) . it
B2 B ittt 55 E M —IAER
BR A LEE A
A Beauty Wearing a Hairpin that Zhou Fang
of Tang Dynasty Painted. This painting
is the only existing copy of paintings
of beauties in Tang Dynasty that are
recognized in the whole world

2. ERFLEE (FATEERERR
ITRERK, REERIKT )
Kaiyuantongbao coins —the longest-lasting
and most important form of currency used
during the Tang Dynasty

3. ERuEgRER

The Hitom Bowl in Yue Kiln of Tang Dynasty

ERMELEAM
The White Porcelain Soup Bottle in Xing
Kiln of Tang Dynasty

5. MRIBREELRNEE, BRE
WA T DR, EAGSRITE
Mausoleum of lady Yang Although she
was the favorite concubine of Emperor
Xuanzong, she was hung to death on
Mawei Hill during the revolt of An Lushan
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During the Kaiyuan Period, the society was stable and peacetful,

and both commerce and transportation were highly developed.
Yangzhou, located where the Grand Canal meets the Yangtze River,
was a bustling city where merchants from all over China and abroad
converged. Chang'an, the capital of the Tang Dynasty, was then one
of the world's great metropolises. Envoys, merchants, scholars and
artisans of many countries flocked to Chang'an to trade, and to study
the advanced culture and technology of the Tang Dynasty. The feudal
society of China met its unprecedented prosperity, which was the

renowned "The Flourishing Kaiyuan Reign" in history.
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The Heyday of Chang'an

RIS 2, & 205 KT IS, Mk
DL, RO L, T TR, IR R
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Chang'an, the capital city of the Tang Dynasty, is now called
Xi'an. The city of Chang'an was built in the Sui Dynasty, called Daxing
at that time, and renamed Chang'an in the Tang Dynasty. The city
took nearly 100 years to build. During the Tang Dynasty, Chang'an

was almost 10 times as big as the old town of today's Xi'an, and was a

metropolis of international renown.

L, AHEMRR B, S S R AN R K
ST o EYE A SR A BN . SN T
FRR TR GBI, MRS, RIER. ENRE
H B EASAE 100 KDL 1, Forhzkse S Rl

L R Layout of Chang'an in the Tang Dynasty
KT o X e A R IBUR Y i
BARIZSEAE , IR LT e[
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The city of Chang'an as the capital of ———

=R

Kuaswu Gatg

the Tang Dynasty comprised a magnificent
imperial palace, where the emperors lived hﬁﬂl

and ruled the country. To the south of the ﬂﬁ %

palace there was the so-called Imperial City, S L #0187
where the government offices were located. — #ssans | they

The streets and residences of Chang'an were

designed like a chessboard, with a neat and

AP T avenie %\
g

EF ) )
symmetrical layout of east and west. The " Taripg Gate
width of many streets and avenues inside the
city was over 100 m, among which Zhuque
Avenue was the widest, which fully reflected - ﬁ
the Tang Dynasty's strong political power ﬁfﬂe "EEEL], [kg
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Six Major Ancient Capitals
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There were six most famous
ancient capitals in Chinese history,
namely, Xi‘an in Shaanxi Province,
Luoyang in Henan Province,
Nanjing in Jiangsu Province, Beijing,
Kaifeng in Henan Province, and
Hangzhou in Zhejiang Province.

1 EXREEENEE—EXK
BEEA
Rubbing of Tang Dynasty's Xingging
Palace(Emperor Xuanzong's detached
palace)

2. SBRAAR TR ARG, B9
BERKZEWERE L
The south gate and the embrasure
watchtowers in today's Xi'an (The city wall
of today's Xi'an was built on the base of
the imperial City of Chang'an in the Tang
Dynasty)
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and prosperous economy.
The city of Beijing in the
Ming and Qing dynasties
was just modeled on the

pattern of Chang'an.

K2y A,
e WAEEK,
oy AR L X,
It IRk
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177 AT A, PRBURTRA 200 2R PO
JITEERE, X EESEHE,

Residential areas and commercial ones inside the city were located
separately. In the commercial areas there were many shops: meat shops,
fish shops, medicine shops, silk shops, iron shops, gold and silver shops,
etc. It is said that there were over 200 kinds of shops merely in the

eastern commercial area. All kinds of precious and rare goods were

available in the market.

K2R 2 U S D BUREEIEE 2%, Wy
Ry SEEEL P O, BT B AMmER . B
R NS EEA K e, A T BTG Bh2a e
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Chang'an was also the cultural center of China at that time, with

rich and colorful recreational activities, such as music, dancing, cock
fighting, tug-of-war, swing-playing, etc. The most famous painters,
calligraphers and poets of the Tang Dynasty all gathered in Chang'an,
and their creative activities added much glory to the city. Meanwhile,
Chang'an was also a joint point both of Oriental and Western
civilizations, with many countries, including Japan and Silla (today's
Korean Peninsula), sending their people to study in Chang'an, and
merchants flocking there from Central Asia. Among the permanent
population of around one million in Chang'an, there were over 10,000
foreign households. In a word, Chang'an was not only a political,
economic and cultural center of China during the Tang Dynasty, but
also an internationally renowned metropolis at that time.

INFEHL - Data

1. KBRSt + 75 1R
The Tiles Unearthed from the Site of Daming
Palace

2. EREFENEENEE—XH

ERERSRE

Recreating the image of Tang Dynasty's
Linde Hall in Daming Palace (Emperor
Gaozu's summer palace)
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Songtsen Gampo and Princess Wencheng

1 BT AR 3 A2

A statue of Songtsen Gampo

2 XMAER JREOMH S, TR
statue of Princess Wencheng . e ST
8. EEHTRAE BTN TR
Potala Palace, Lhasa, Tibet JE#%’ ﬁ%ﬁ
MR O A=
e 7 LR,
I F AN T 40
MBS —T
BRIV A0, EHIZLE (Luoxie, APUIALE) o

The Tubo people were the ancestors of today's Tibetan ethnic

group. They began to live a farming and nomadic life on the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau very early. In the early seventh century, Songtsen Gampo,
an outstanding chieftain of the Tubo people, united all its tribes, and
made Luoxie (today's Lhasa) the capital of the Tubo kingdom.

AR TR BRI, A B2 Sek i s
AR SRS, A LRI KIS, 640 4, AR E N SR
AFEEM.

Songtsen Gampo admired the culture of the Tang Dynasty, and
was eager to form an alliance with that powerful empire as well. He

made several proposals to the Tang Dynasty, and finally, Emperor
Taizong of Tang married Princess Wencheng
to him.

641 1, O TAHEAE R
BT REISE, ST B
WAL IH3E AR T —E, IERBkEE,
O YIS RA NI SR
RN T A Y, R T4
o WO, WA AR N .
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In 641,
Princess
Wencheng arrived
in Tubo, escorted
by officials of the
Tang Dynasty,
and held a grand
wedding with
Songtsen Gampo.

Tubo people sang
and danced to
welcome Princess Wencheng, as in a festival. The Tubo people used to
live in tents. It is said that a gorgeous palace was built specially for her,
which was the predecessor of today's Potala Palace.

SOSA TR VLA, AR WAL T
VB, AR BEE (Ji) FIRW. BEmImhT-, BF
JHEWEBINT T2, Sib— R e Zarrd. i
(niang) . AU TITAISEEL RIZEMFF o SORA
FAEME, PRI (zhao ) SPREEREREE M E . Seut
NS NI, SR 36 AR NS i i RS SRR
St EH

Princess Wencheng read extensively and was very talented. She
took with her to Tubo medicines, books on science and technology,
grain and vegetable seeds, and exquisite handicrafts of the Tang
Dynasty. In addition, many of her companies to Tubo were people
who were proficient in raising silkworms, making wine and paper,
and weaving and embroidering. In addition, Princess Wencheng was
an ardent believer in Buddhism, and it is said that the location of the
Jokhang Temple was chosen by her. The introduction of advanced
culture of the Han people into Tubo played a great role in promoting
the development of production and culture in Tubo.

SO FAEREFEANE T 40 4F b DOz R AC
HHCE T ik, — B2 RER ARV SRIZ . ERIE,
PUsECHTB= RIS A e 5 v I PRAFE SO A E R
PR PR, S VR 2 5 T SO A SR 2o

Princess Wencheng lived in Tubo for 40 years, making great
contributions to the friendship between the Han and Tibetan peoples,
and is still remembered and loved by the Tibetans up to now. Statues
of Princess Wencheng are preserved in the Jokhang Temple and Potala

Palace. There are many beautiful legends about Princess Wencheng told
among the Tibetan people.

INFEHL - Data

1. KBB3F

Jokhang Temple

2. REBFHHIS A A ENEEEE
The Fresco of Princess Wencheng Goes to
Tubo in the Jokhang Temple



1. Mg

Portrait of Xuanzang
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Sketch Map of Xuanzang's
Journey to the West
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Xuanzang's Journey to the West

(o) AN ER, hE KT, e
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In the classic novel Journey to the West, a monk, the Tang
Priest, goes on a pilgrimage to India to fetch Buddhist scriptures back
to China. Together with his disciples Monkey, Pig and Friar Sand, he
overcomes 81 hardships and his mission is successful. The monk in the
novel was kindhearted but muddleheaded. The novel is a collection of

myths, but in history there really was such a monk. His Buddhist name

was Xuanzang.

2 602—664 ) DAERBEHH S T AN, INTTOFFE AR Y,
KA MR R b2 iR, Ttk
DML JEHBA R (Tianzha, SR ) KR,

Xuanzang (602-664) became a monk in his childhood. He
acquired a good command of Buddhist classics, but found that

there were a great many errors in the translated Buddhist scriptures.

Therefore, he decided to go to Tianzhu (today's

Indian Peninsula), the birthplace of Buddhism, to

study and bring back authentic scriptures.

ZHEF O (627) WKk
PUAT. fhzE i KR VbR, sollR I MR, %
BOE T —4F, KT RAR,

Xuanzang started his journey from

B iy .
® EE e Chang'an to the west in the first year (627) of
= BP beciogeky . .
—> pdEme the Zhenguan reign period of the Tang Dynasty.
—» mHEERS . .

taminenn He crossed mountains and deserts, overcoming
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numerous hardships, and finally
reached Tianzhu after a journey of

one whole year.
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During his journey to the west,

Xuanzang traveled through over 70
countries, and studied in Tianzhu for 17
years. Many Tianzhu people were moved
by his great deeds, and some kings even
arranged people to make copies of Buddhist scriptures for him. Meanwhile,
he introduced the Buddhist scriptures that had been lost in ancient India
to them. Also, he learned the languages of ancient India, and attended
local grand Buddhist meetings to research Buddhism and deliver pertinent

speeches. Xuanzang's erudition won respect from the ancient Indians.

SO TUAE (645) 4], 25 657 MbPhLRlnl B2,
SZEPEM . ISR, 27 AU fib 22 B T
1, TREEML 75 8, 1335 4.

In 645, Xuanzang returned to Chang'an with 657 Buddhist
scriptures, and was warmly welcomed. After his return, Xuanzang
immediately commenced the translation of these Buddhist scriptures.

He translated 75 Buddhist scriptures altogether, amounting to 1,335

volumes.

TEh—&mfs, —CoREFER, PEIARKA G,
Z NS, a2 TRJCH e AE 2 )
P &R iy 65 s W EWNG b L/ 88

Xuanzang was not only an eminent monk, but also a great translator
and an envoy for friendship between China and India. He made great

contributions to the development of Chinese culture, and cultural
exchanges between China and foreign countries, especially India.

INFEHL - Data

1. BARKEE, ZEELIIFMED
EHRERHE
The Greater Goose Pogoda of Xi'an stores
the Buddhist scriptures that Xuanzang
brought back from India

2. BB E P E L R E

The Picture of Xuanzang's Journey to the
West in the Dunhuang Frescoes

3. EEA (KEAEEE) (%)

Records on the Western Regions of the
Great Tang Empire (fragment)
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Jianzhen's Crossing the Ocean to Japan

AR ML 22 A2 100 EDAR, BFRGS—
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Almost 100 years after Xuanzang's return to Chang'an, Jianzhen,
another eminent Buddhist monk of the Tang Dynasty, crossed the
ocean eastward to Japan, to spread Buddhism.

YT (688—763) , M, DRI, b2y
IR, AERER RN, B RNy

Jianzhen (688-763) was a native of Yangzhou, and became a

Buddhist monk in his childhood. Both a learned man and a master of
Buddhism, he was once an abbot of the Daming Temple in Yangzhou.

| SEAR (AMTAASRER 742 4, HARREIRNKREIRWISY, 1%L HARLHE
T\E:-]a:tu:?*a::en) (in Japan's Toshodai 1%/2 é HT/tJ:ﬁC _f—/\XEIV\ ﬁj\i%j—‘ﬁ[:: ’ é/g\%&ﬁ‘i&

Temple)

W, A TR, OB ZREI I B ORI EaTE?

2. WEAGREE (A& (FIEE o

%) REEMBTFIESER In 742, the ruler of Japan sent envoys to the Daming Temple,
miES )
Jianzhen's Crossing the Ocean to Japan,
Jianzhen and his disciples are boarding the
ships

asking Jianzhen to spread Buddhism in the island country. The voyage
at sea was very risky at that time, and some people expressed their
doubts, but Jianzhen replied resolvedly: How could I grudge my life

now that it is for the cause of Buddhism?

2, BHEEHARKIH—R

— KM AR AA,
%/\ﬁﬂﬁ‘% (jiao) , AR,
BRI AR R IR R,
B EIERORIR, i L A2, i
P FIRT 14 RIGA K X IR
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However, Jianzhen's voyage to Japan

5 was frustrated again and again. In one of
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his attempts, the
ship struck the
rocks soon after it

/N - Data

launched out, and
in another try, the
local authorities of
the Tang Dynasty
detained him.

Particularly, in his 1
fifth eastwards crossing, he was caught in a storm. Consequently, the
ship was off course, and it drifted at sea for 14 days before it was finally
rescued. Of course, the crossing failed once again.

AR, BEFTENRTRE W, B2 AL fR O iL
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KIAT. FEME LSRR T A2 H, A TS EHA
By, ST HOIBEE . IRMESE RO ZR B IIE A 23 Z50 1
A e S LV BAE . b, ATNEAIS s

Soon, Jianzhen lost his sight in an illness, but his resolution to
spread Buddhism in Japan never wavered. In 753, he began his 6th
voyage despite already being 66 years old. Struggling at sea for more
than one month, he finally reached Japan and fulfilled his dream. This
time, Jianzhen was accompanied by 23 of his disciples, and they took
many books, Buddhist images, Buddhist scriptures and other precious
objects with them.

SETUE B H AR 10 4F, AMUERE T bk, i B B
L PR, ZAREIEA R k. SRS Rt gl
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The Japanese Envoys Sent to the Tang
Empire are sailing out in Crossing the Ocean

Jianzhen lived in Japan for 10 years. He to Japan
not only spread the knowledge of Buddhism, 2. XBFF (EEPE) , WEE
=]
but made prominent contributions to the ?E?‘E# » )
Jianzhen's Hanadwriting, now reserved in the
architecture, medicine and art in Japan. He Toshodai Temple
designed the Toshodai Temple in Nara, 3. WIBEE (EAENRFERY,
: : - FHARZRHDHES )
which has been viewed as an artistic treasure ' Portrait of Jianzhen receiving & warm
; ; welcome in Japan (He finally reached
by Japanese people. His art of healing was Japan on his Sixth attempt of cossing the
influential in Japan, too, and he is praised as hazardous ocean)

the "Founder of Medicine" by the Japanese 4 IHBMEREREE

. Y Jianzhen Memorial Hall, Yangzhou, Ji
o people. Jianzhen died in Japan. peouer Wemortal e angzho, Jangsu
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The Imperial Civil Examination System
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A portrait of the Imperial Civil Examination
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The imperial civil examination system,"kejuzhi"in Chinese, is also
known as"kaike qushi"(to set examinations and select candidate officials
from scholars). In this practice, the imperial government publicly set
examinations and selected its officials from the ranks of the successful
candidates, granted the selected offices in accordance to their marks
respectively. Starting in the Sui Dynasty, the imperial civil examination

system was improved by the Tang Dynasty, and became a major

method for the imperial governments to select talents.

R AR 03 Dy R R R P
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The imperial civil examination in the
Tang Dynasty was classified into two types: the
regular one and the irregular one. The regular
examination was held every year. It had many
levels, such as Xiucai, Mingjing and Jinshi. The

Jinshi degree was the most difficult to attain, often

with only one or two selected from a hundred
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examinees. Those who passed the Jinshi examination would attend a
lavish banquet held at the Qujiang Pond, and their names would be
announced under the Greater Goose Pagoda in the Ci'en Temple. It
was a great glory, and was thus highly prized by scholars at that time.
The irregular examination was an occasional one, which was set by the
emperor himself. Irregular examinations varied in items, and in most
cases, the emperor would act as the chief examiner in person. In the
eyes of examinee scholars, however, the irregular examinations were

not as creditable as a regular one, and thus attracted less attention.

R AR — R AREER TR, MO
& ZREMEwESKE, HdEasmnE, wh oo
R — AL R, BRI, HEiE
w, RIS AR e

In imperial civil examinations of the Tang Dynasty, examinees

came from two camps. One consisted of students chosen by

academies, who were called shengtu; the other kind, called

x1anggong, was of those who had passed pertinent examinations at

MEEHEHEL
Changes in the Imperial Civil
Examination System
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The imperial civil examination
system underwent two great
changes. The first change took
place in the late Northern Song
Dynasty, when Wang Anshi
substituted a politics test for the
poetry test. The second change
occurred in the Ming Dynasty, when
all the examination answers had
to be in the form of an eight-part
essay, and any free expression of
opinions was forbidden. The latter
change was a serious throwback of
the imperial civil examination.
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OIHERBFRKTERER (Veng

Tonghe ) BRMIEE, BFIAKEE
FEEFHIZID

The signboard inscribed with "Imperial
Scholar" is hung over the entrance of Weng
Tonghe's old residence, Changshu, Jiangsu
Province (Weng topped the imperial civil of
Emperor Guangxu of the Qing Dynasty)

mRIERREEFESEREX
MR
Jiangnan Examination Hall in Nanjing is the

largest Imperial Civil Examination Hall in
Ancient China

ERBIINEHE

The cover of an examination paper of the
palace examination of the Qing Dynasty

BERATAGRRERGASHE,
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Da jinbang-posted on the wall of the
imperial Palace,this is the list of all
successful candidates in the top imperial
civil examination of Qing Dynasty.Since only
a handful of students who could make the
list, it was considered an exceptional honor
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prefecture and county levels.
The imperial civil examination =
in the Tang Dynasty was usually a
presided over by the Ministry of

¢ 59 )

Education and Culture. Those 7
who passed the examination
held by the Board of Rites P
would be re-examined by the .

Ministry of Civil Service Affairs,
and then receive corresponding
kinds of offices according to
their examination results.
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The imperial civil examination system developed during the Sui
and Tang dynasties offered opportunities for scholars of lower social
ranks to take public examination and be selected into administrative
bodies, and enabled the feudal courts to select officials in a wider range.
This system had been adopted by all the dynasties of China since the
Sui Dynasty, and was not abandoned until the downfall of the Qing
Dynasty. The imperial civil examination was
a satisfactory system for the selection of civil
officials, and also a guarantee for smooth
development which lasted over ten centuries,
from the Sui and Tang dynasties to the Ming
and Qing dynasties. During the Ming and
Qing dynasties, however, the imperial civil
examination system exclusively stressed the
knowledge of the Confucian classics, and
thus became a rigid and stultifying institution
which was a spiritual shackle to the Chinese

scholars and exerted a negative influence on
the development of history.
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Three Famous Grottoes
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Buddhism spread into the hinterland of China by way of Xinjiang
around the first century AD. In order to promote Buddhism, rulers had
grottoes carved in cliffs during the Southern and Northern dynasties
to house Buddha statues and Buddhist murals. In the Sui and Tang
dynasties, grotto art made new great strides. Particularly, three most
famous groups of grottoes are the Yungang Grottoes in Datong, Shanxi
Province, the Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang, Henan Province, and
the Mogao Grottoes in Dunhuang, Gansu Province. They are world-

famous for their great number of rich and colorful Buddhist murals and

statues.

LA = KA LRI A R i 24 el Y,
IRVEK 1000 2K, BEZE BT B0 ROR/NVINIIG:, Sk
Mgk 13.7 2K




—_

- WAXEZNAREE 20 EE

The Buddhist statues (No.20 Yungang
Grottoes of Datong, Shanxi Province)

- WAREZNARESE 6 IS

The Buddhist statues (No.6 Yungang Grottoes
of Datong, Shanxi Province)

B TR EAFUERHE
The Buddhist statues in the Longmen Grottoes
in Luoyang

HIEETEE 45 EREEHEREE
The Buddhist statues(No.45 Mogao Grottoes
of Dunhuang, Gansu Province)

Bl RRERMG, dUEREAMER (H

MAEESRESE 158 & )

A statue of Sakyamuni's nirvana created
during the mid-Tang Dynasty (No.158 Mogao
Grottoes of Dunhuang, Gansu Province)

. HEEERESE 12 FEEE (HEE)

The fresco in No.112 grotto of Dunhuang
Mogao
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The Yungang Grottoes is the most eminent among the Buddhist

artistic works of the Northern Wei Dynasty. It is cut in compliance with
the terrain of a mountain, and stretches 1,000 m from east to west. It
contains thousands of Buddhist sculptures of various sizes, among which

the biggest is 13.7 m high.

Jel 1 B R R R A T B ) o b s 2
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The largest cave in the Longmen Grottoes was hollowed out
during the Tang Dynasty. Both the figures and costume styles of

Buddhist statues in these grottoes show more Chinese taste and are

more vivid, indicating the aesthetic taste of people in the Tang Dynasty.
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ncient China
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The Mogao Grottoes at Dunhuang used to have over 1,000 caves,
hence also known as One-Thousand-Buddha Grottoes, but nowadays
there remain only a few hundred, of which 60%-70% were made in

the Sui and Tang dynasties. The walls and ceilings of the grottoes are

covered with colored frescos, totaling more than 45,000 m”. The frescos

LIPS
The Great Buddha Statue at
Leshan, Sichuan Province
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The Leshan Buddha is the
biggest extant seated stone
Buddha statue. Construction of
the statue started in the first year
(713) of the Kaiyuan reign period
of Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang
Dynasty, and it was completed in
the 19th year (803) of the Zhenyuan
reign period of Emperor Dezong. It
is a seated statue of Maitreya (the
Buddha of the Future). It is 70.8 m
high, and the shoulder width is 24
m. When the statue was completed,
it was painted in colors all over, and
a seven-story 60 m wide tower was
erected above it. Later, this tower
was destroyed in a war. As a saying
about the Leshan Buddha goes:
"The mountain is a Buddha, and the
Buddha is a mountain."

depict Buddhist stories, and many of them reflect the prosperity of the 1 %ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ;gﬁ%ﬁﬁ;&ﬁ»
Tang Dynasty. The Mogao Grottoes boast over 2,400 statues, almost 2. EfEEE RSN

half of which date from the Sui and Tang dynasties. These statues are Mogao Grottoes

full of artistic charms. 3. SRILKfH

Leshan Giant Buddha
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The Great Poets L1 Bai, Du Fu and Bai Juyi
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Poets emerged in large numbers

in the Tang Dynasty, and the three
most celebrated among them were Li
Bai, Du Fu and Bai Juyi.
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A portrait of Li Bai E )\;ﬁjﬁ/’?%jﬂ _L%,m_] .
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The painting inspired by Li Bai's poem "The >
Strenuous Journey to Shu"
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Li Bai studied very hard in his childhood and had an
ambition to serve the country in his youth. But he became
disillusioned with the orthodox ladder to success through
officialdom. He devoted himself to traveling, drinking and
writing poems. Many of his poems eulogize China's scenery.
For example, he described the vastness of the Yangtze as
follows: "The lonely sail disappears in the distance, leaving
the sky clear and blue/There remains nothing but the
Yangtze flowing to the horizon." Of the Yellow River he
wrote, "The waters of the Yellow River come down from
Heaven/Rushing to the sea, never to come back." He
said of the Lushan waterfall: "Its torrent dashes down three
thousand feet from high/As if the Milky Way has fallen from the azure
sky." Another poem of his describes his longing for his hometown in
the dead of night: "The bright moonlight before my bed/I thought was
frost on the floor/When I raised my eyes I saw the moon gleaming/
When I dropped my head, I thought of my hometown." With rich
imagination, grand air and smooth language, Li Bai was a typical
representative of the ethos of the Tang Dynasty, and was spoken of as

the "poet immortal" by people of later generations.
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Du Fu lived during the period
when the Tang Dynasty had passed
its days of glory and was heading
toward decline. Like Li Bai, Du Fu
traveled a lot in his youth. He met
Li Bai in Luoyang, and they became
good friends. Also like Li Bai, Du
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Du Fu's poems reflected the gradual decline
of the once—great Tang Dynasty
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A portrait of Du Fu

IR RS , AL A R

SBZE”, EREBETINA,
B5T7T 240 g%

Du Fu Memorial Hall at his thatched cottage
near Chengdu, Sichuan Province (To avoid
the turmoil of war, Du Fu lived here for nine
months and wrote a total of 240 poems)
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A portrait of Bai Juyi
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The painting inspired by Bai Juyi's poem
Song of a Pjpa
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Fu's ambition was thwarted, and his life was full of suffering. Du Fu was
a patriot, who related his own fate with that of the nation, and showed
strong compassion to the sufferings of the people. His poems describe
a sophisticated but changing society, and have thus been called "poetic
history" by later generations. For example, "The fragrance of meat and
wine exudes from rich men's houses/While the poor die of cold and
hunger in the streets" and "The country has fallen into the enemy's
hands/Yet the rivers and mountains are still here/Spring has come to
the city/Where trees and grass grow exuberantly." These famous verses
have been remembered and recited for centuries. Du Fu's poems are
grave and melancholy. The succinct language he used reached a very
high artistic level, and influenced numerous poets after him. He was
called the "sage poet" by later generations.
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Bai Juyi was writing famous lines as early as in his youth, such as
"Dense grasses in the field/Wither and thrive once a year/They do not
become extinct despite wild fire/And revive once spring wind blows
again". Bai Juyi lived in the mid-Tang Dynasty when various social
conflicts arose, and he advocated that poems should reflect the life of
common people. His poems were written in simple words, and were
very popular at that time. It is said that he often read his poems to
elderly women after he composed them, and kept revising them until
the aged women were able to grasp them. His long poems, including

The Song of Eternal Regrets and The Song of Pipa, are very beautiful
and touching.

ncient China
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This period of the Five Dynasties, the Liao, Song, Xia, Kin

and Yuan dynasties lasted for more than 460 years, starting from the
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Qingming Festival at the Riverside by
Zhang Zeduan (partial)
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Kaifeng Dragon Pavilion used to be part of
the imperial garden during the song dynasty
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2
establishment of the Later Liang in 907 until the collapse peril of the Yuan Dynasty in 1368. Over half a

century since Zhu Wen dethroned the last emperor of the Tang Dynasty and established the Liang Dynasty
(known as Later Liang in history) there occurred five dynasties in succession in north China, namely Later
Liang, Later Tang, Later Jin, Later Han and Later Zhou, which had a general term as the Five Dynasties
in history. Meanwhile, in southern China and today's Shanxi in north China, there emerged ten separatist
regimes, which were Former Shu, Wu, Min, Wuyue, Chu, Southern Han, Southern Ping, Later Shu,

Southern Tang and Northern Han, respectively, and were generally referred to as Ten Kingdoms.
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In 960, Zhao Kuangyin, a senior general of the Later Zhou Dynasty (951-960), launched a mutiny at
Chengiao, hence establishing the Song Dynasty, and took today's Kaifeng as his capital. History refers to
this period as the Northern Song Dynasty. Meanwhile, there were also several powers established by some
minority ethnic groups, including Liao and Western Xia. In 1127, the army of the Kin Dynasty, which was
established by the nobles of the Niizhen ethnic group, captured Kaifeng, and the Northern Song Dynasty
hence came to an end. Zhao Gou, who succeeded to the throne of the Northern Song Dynasty, fled south,
later settling in today's Hangzhou. This new power was known as the Southern Song Dynasty, and a state
of confrontation between Song and Kin thus appeared. In 1206, Temujin united Mongol tribes, and was
respected as Genghis Khan. Mongolia toppled the Western Xia Dynasty and the Kin Dynasty in succession,
and extended as far as to the reaches of Danube. Later, Kublai succeeded to the throne of Khan in 1260,
and went on to take today's Beijing as a capital. In 1271, Kublai formerly named his state Yuan. The Yuan
troops seized Hangzhou in 1276, and annihilated the remnants of the Southern Song Dynasty, hence
uniting the whole of China in 1279. In 1368, Zhu Yuanzhang's army captured Beijing, which symbolized
the end of the Yuan Dynasty.

XY, RINZEDT . SRR TRARA Al . IR . STt B RARERAL T
ez, AERF AT L, BEOKFER, HEL TR FRPRAT, ks
], ZEEE Carast) I, U1 Timse Bl X EeRR I s 15 sl
fEE . JTHIRgEE L RAEATRIESZL R, AbnUe Y 44 S R AR o
BARMNDGH] » P AE et A Y Wi R B, R 7L, (5] - i) —
FHA TR (S0 MEERR.

During this period, Europe endured an imbalance in the development of economy and culture.
In contrast, China's economy and culture continued to take the lead in the world. In particular, the
commodity economy of the Northern Song Dynasty was well developed, and its science and technology
were at a high level. For example, there had emerged paper money, which was the earliest of its kind in the
world, weapons of powder had been widely used, compass instruments had been employed in navigation,
and movable type printing had been invented. All these had greatly impelled the progress of world history.
For another example, the territory of the Yuan Dynasty was larger than those of any other dynasties before
it, and Beijing, the capital city of the Yuan Dynasty, was a world-renowned large commercial metropolis at

that time. Marco Polo, an Italian, came to China during the reign of Emperor Shizu of the Yuan Dynasty,

and lived in China for a dozen years. His travelogue describes the prosperity of Dadu (today's Beijing).
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Relieving the Generals of Their
Commands at a Feast
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After the downfall of the Tang Dynasty, China entered a chaotic period
of the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms. In the Later Zhou Dynasty (951-
960), Emperor Shizong let Zhao Kuangyin control the military leadership.
After Emperor Shizong died, his young son succeeded to the throne. Taking

advantage of the opportunity, Zhao Kuangyin seized the imperial power and
established the Song Dynasty. Zhao Kuangyin became Emperor Taizu.
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Not long after Zhao Kuangyin came to the throne, two local

military governors revolted against the central authority. It took Zhao
Kuangyin a lot of energy to suppress the revolt, which upset him very
much. Once, he talked with Zhao Pu who had been with him for
many years. He asked, "Since the downfall of the Tang Dynasty, many
dynasties have been inflicted with endless wars, and numerous people
have been slaughtered. What was the reason of all these?" Zhao Pu

said the reason was very simple. The country's chaotic situation lay
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A portrait of Emperor Taizu of Song
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in the scattering of
the military power.
The country would
restore peace so
long as the military
power returned to
the overall control
of the central
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Taizu nodded his
agreement, and it was by controlling the military leadership that he had
seized the imperial power. In order to prevent the same thing from
happening again, Emperor Taizu decided to take back the military

power.
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To prevent revolt against the central authority,
Emperor Taizu took back the military power
from his ministers at a banquet. This incident
is referred as "Relieving the Generals of Their
Commands at a Feast"
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The site of Chengiao courier station, where
the incident of "Wrapped Around by the Yellow
Gown" took place
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Ming Dynasty



=ams
Wrapped Around by the
Yellow Gown
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At the beginning of 960,
the frontier of the Later Zhou
Dynasty was in great danger. The
government sent General Zhao
Kuangyin to guard the frontier.
Zhao Kuangyin's younger brother
and trusted subordinates took
advantage of this to secretly plot
a mutiny. When the Later Zhou
army reached Chengiao courier
station, Zhao Kuangyin feigned
drunkenness. Early the next
morning, many officers and soldiers
swarmed into his tent noisily,
wrapped him with a yellow gown
(a symbol for an emperor) and all
knelt before him, calling him the
"Majesty." Thus, Zhao Kuangyin
became the emperor. This famous
anecdote is known as'wrapped
around by the yellow gown."
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In an autumn
evening in 961,
Emperor Taizu held a
banquet in the imperial
palace and invited Shi
Shouxin and other
senior generals. The
Emperor raised a cup
and said, "But for your

help, I wouldn't be

where I am today. But

3

you don't know how
difficult it is to be an emperor. A local official is more happier than
me." Shi Shouxin and the other generals were very surprised when they
heard this and asked why. Emperor Taizu replied, "It's quite obvious.

o

Who does not want to be the emperor?" The generals understood
his implicit message and became flustered. They knelt on the ground
hurriedly and said, "We will never betray you." Emperor Taizu shook
his head and said, "I have confidence in all of you. But I am afraid
your subordinates may be ambitious and lust after riches and honors.
When they wrap the yellow gown (a symbol for an emperor) around
you and force you to be the emperor, can you refuse them?" The
generals were so frightened that their faces were covered with beads
of perspiration. The next day they asked to resign under the pretext
of old ages and various illnesses, and the emperor agreed immediately.
He gave them a large amount of money and took back their military
power. Historically, this event is called "relieving the generals of their

commands at a feast."
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The Loyal Generals of the Yang Family

VISR E S HE YN /b 7N A
RN, LT AL AW PR 3
5. ARIHRD sy SR BA <1 18
Bi e 155, 980 4F, W ER 10 7
REBITHE TG B, ik A
JLT Ao Alhib IaBor N sy T
M2, ACWIULE A%, MHS
BILFERR, SUF - PRAREL. P . ; -
R, ORI, KK, 1

Historically, Yang Ye was the major character of the generals

of the Yang family. In the early Northern Song Dynasty, the Liao

Kingdom in north China constantly intruded the boundary of

the Northern Song Dynasty. Yang Ye, who was a senior military

commander dispatched to Daizhou at that time, led an army to garrison

the Yanmen Pass, an important town at the border. In 980, the Liao

Dynasty dispatched 100,000 troops to attack the Yanmen Pass. Then

and there, Yang Ye had only thousands of troops. So, he ordered

124
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the majority of his forces to garrison the
Yanmen Pass, and he commanded in person
hundreds of cavalries to make a detour to
the rear of the Liao army, taking the latter
by surprise. With this strategy, Yang's troops

won a great victory.
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After the victory at the Yanmen Pass,
Y
Yang Ye and his troops won several more

triumphs.
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The Kingdom of Liao
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In 916, Yelt Abaoji, leader
of the Khitan tribe, established a
kingdom in the area of modern
Manchuria. In 974, Yelt Deguang
renamed it Liao, with Shangjing (in
today's Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region) as the capital.
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General Yang at war
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Yang Ye in Peking Opera
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Statue of Yang Linggong is located in the Yang
Linggong Temple of Gubeikou town, Miyun
County, Beijing
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Khitan people leading the horse (partial)
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Two years later, Emperor Taizong of the Song Dynasty decided
to stage a large-scale attack against Liao, ordering the Song army to
march along three courses, and Yang Ye held the post of deputy
commander of the western route army. In the beginning, the Song
troops pressed onwards with ease. Later, however, the eastern route
army was defeated due to its imprudent move, and the whole Song
army had to withdraw. In the course of the retreat, due to a mistake
by the major commander of the western route army, Yang Ye and his
subordinates were ambushed by the huge army of Liao. With all his
men killed in the battle, Yang Ye fought alone, despite wounds across
his body. At the end, he was captured alive. In the camp of Liao, Yang
Ye refused to surrender to the enemy, and starved himself to death in
three days.
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After his death, his descendants continued his career. His son
Yang Yanzhao and his grandson Yang Wenguang fought many glorious

battles to repel the incursions by Liao. The folklore about the loyal

generals of the Yang Family was based on their heroic deeds.

oy
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Bao the Upright Judge
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Among the Chinese people many folk stories
spread about Lord Bao, who is also known as"Clear
Sky Bao" and "Clear Sky the Great Lord" for his
fearless espousal of justice. There actually was such an
incorruptible judge in history, and he was called Bao

Zheng of the Song Dynasty.
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Bao Zheng (999-1062), a native of today's Hefei, Anhui Province,

had held posts both in local and central governments. When he was a
county magistrate, his uncle broke the law. He showed no partiality,
and arrested him and sentenced him to death, Many of his relatives
interceded for him. Bao Zheng said: I am not a relentless man, but [

could not cover up a person who violated the law.
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Lord Bao and Inkstones
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Bao Zheng was clean all his
life, and never committed any
defalcation or took any bribes.
He was once the magistrate of
Duanzhou (today's Zhaoging in
Guangdong Province) for nearly
three years. Duanzhou was a
place famous for its manufacture
of fine—quality inkstones, which
were used for grinding and
mixing ink preparatory to writing.
These inkstones were so fine that
they were even presented as
tribute to emperors. Bao Zheng's
predecessors had often extorted
inkstones from local people and
used them to bribe court officials.
But Bao Zheng refused to stoop
to such dishonesty, nor did he try
to bribe any powerful dignitaries;
in fact, although he was a keen
calligrapher himself, he did not take
a single inkstone with him when he
left Duanzhou.

1. ZRERER RN AEER
A bronze statue of lord Bao in his memorial
temple of Hefel, Anhui Province
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Bao Zheng is known as Clear Sky Bao "because
of his integrity and uprightness"

3. WEFFEEARNELA. 2k
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The guillotines found in Lord Bao's Memorial
Temple, Kaifeng, Henan Province
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Bao Zheng family motto
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Later, Bao Zheng became a court official. Still, he refused to
practice favoritism in regards to his fellow officials. One year, Kaifeng,
the capital city of the Northern Song Dynasty, was hit by a flood,
which threatened the security of the people. Bao Zheng found that
the flood was actually caused by the intrusion of waterside gardens
and pavilions built for the pleasure of senior officials. Without any
hesitation, he ordered that these constructions be removed. Moreover,
Bao Zheng showed no mercy to those who broke the law, even if
they were the relatives of the emperor. He would keep on advising the

emperor until the lawbreakers received their deserved punishment.
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In contrast, Bao Zheng had great sympathy for those who were
unjustly convicted. In each of such cases, he would determinedly carry
out detailed investigations and bring justice to the victims. People

admired his character so much that they praised him as the "Clear Sky
Bao."
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Despite his high position, Bao Zheng lived a simple and frugal life
just like commoners. He declared in a will that any of his descendants
who were found to be corrupted officials would be forbidden to return

home and would also be denied the right to be buried in the family

graveyard.
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Bao was a clean official throughout his
life, so he was respected by commoners, and

word of his legend spread. Since people were

used to calling him Lord Bao, his real name

was rarely mentioned. -
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Wang Anshi's Reform
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When Emperor Shenzong of the Northern Song Dynasty
came to the throne, social contradictions were sharp, governmental
institutions were overstaffed, military and financial expenditure
was beyond due amounts, and the nation had often lost
wars. In a word, the whole country was deep in recession.
Emperor Shenzong was in need of an assistant who could

change the status quo, and he finally found Wang Anshi.
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Wang Anshi (1021-1086), alias Jiefu, was a native of Linchuan
(today's Fuzhou of Jiangxi Province). He called himself Banshan in his
old age; with a posthumous title "Wen," he was also known as Wang
Wen Gong in history. He was an outstanding statesman, thinker and
litterateur, and one of the Eight Great Prose Masters of the Tang and
Song Dynasties. Because of his obstinacy, his contemporary gave him a

nickname of "Obstinate Prime Minister."
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Wang Anshi spent the first 20 years of his career in regional

governments, and then resigned to return home when his proposal for 1. F2A%

A portrait of Wang Anshi
reform was refused by Emperor Renzong of the Song Dynasty. Later, . ¢

U
he was summoned by Emperor Shenzong to have a secret talk, and the 2. ERAFIE
Wang Anshi's Driginal Handwriting
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next day, Wang Anshi came out with a package of detailed proposals
for the reform. With the strong support of Emperor Shenzong, Wang
Anshi initiated his reforms.

LA RN

His reforms mainly included the following aspects:
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1. The law of green crops. Every season before crops were ripe,
the deprived people would be short of grains. Then, the government

should lend its grain to peasants, asking the latter to return it with a
certain rate of interest after the harvest in autumn.
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2. The law of farm lands and water conservancy. The government
should encourage regions to develop water conservancy and reclaim

wild lands.
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3. The exemption of corvee labor. Households did not answer

in person for corvee labor demanded by the government; instead, the
government employed people for corvee
labor. And all households paid for the
exemption of corvee labor in accordance
to their level of wealth, and bureaucrats
and landlords were also to pay for it even

though they had not before.

4. 7 M¥BLE. 9 T BTk
FAOF M, BB AR,
ISR, AR,
UEZONS I G

4. The law of land measurement

and taxation. To prevent the landlord

from annexing the land and conceal
2 the production, the government should
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measure the land and verify the land squares, and tax them based on the

quantity for the land.

5. PR BOFHERE AT P AZNER, 521K,
TAF N — KO, TR KEAPINLLERES
T, H—ANORT, RS, I RGBT,

5. The law of national defense. The government organized
peasants by household, and where a household had two adult males,
one of them should be selected as a reservist, who was trained in slack

seasons and conscripted to fight in wartime.

TLAREN IR EISEa . BINEZEON, &
TR (52, WAl Ot EmR s, RV
BB o RARFTHAIBRAE , TLATEASAMECD
K. BISE=4F (1076) HK, fbli—kEEER, HE
IR BRI S 25 AR, SRS
FRRVRERL, BN TEDN TR BRSO R .

Wang Anshi's reform played a positive role in consolidating the
rule of the Song Dynasty and increasing the state's revenue. However,
it had also offended the interest of squires and was thus opposed by
many ministers. Consequently, Emperor Shenzong began to hesitate,

and Wang Anshi had no way to continue his reform. In the spring

of the third year

-
L-‘._h

following the reform,
he resigned once
again and returned
to Jiangning. Wang
Anshi's political
reform had profound

influence on the

of the late Northern

society and economy R e S R T, . ﬁ"‘lﬁﬂ g o 8 e o | . 51

Song Dynasty, and
showed the traits
of modern reforms.
Therefore, he was
praised by Lenin as
"a great reformist of
China in the 11th

century."

1IN ERRLESE

Wang Anshi Memorial in Fuzhou, Jiangxi
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Yue Fei, a Paragon of Loyalty

1. B kEBB

A statue of Yue Fei

2. KEBFEE CIRIRFESRS () &

A statue of the kneeled treacherous minister,
Qin Hui (middle), is placed in front of Yue Fei
Mausoleum

3. WEARRE CE

Yue Fei Temple, Tangyin, Henan Province

01500 e - e B S

& CER RN WIPTh S IR 2K M NZI S,
Rz Bk, 20 WIS TN, VABHH &,

Yue Fei was a famous general of the Southern Song Dynasty who
fought victoriously against the invading forces of Kin. He was diligent
8 y ag g €
in reading, especially fond of military science, and he joined the army at

20, renowned for his courage.

T G DA BB SR O, X B DR
TG, XU EAP I TSR FER 5 Tk
MBAT L WAL

Yue Fei was keen to recover the Middle Plains seized by the Kin
Dynasty. He was strict with himself and showed his soldiers enough
solicitude. Therefore, the army under his command, known as the

Army of the Yue Family, was fierce in fighting, and was never defeated.

1140 4E, SICEIUR (Wazha ) 7800 22 PA A e AR 2RI
E SR E 54 TR Rk .

In 1140, the Kin army under General Wuzhu attacked the
Southern Song
Dynasty, Yue Fei
together with his
Army of the Yue
Family, met the

enemy head-on.

JIRA —3Z

S LT

Brle, NS
FIR SRR,
Mg e,
AR
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T, CIRERR. SRRE T, SRk MER, XHERHES T
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FATOLDOR, TSR, X P sE T BRFRM
W TR, AR, SRR E—ih:
Chan) 115, JEEZREHE! 7 B, HEE—RRIIRE S,
R TIE CRB 2 A AHE 1!

Wuzhu had a contingent of specially trained cavalries, whose
warhorses were clad in thick armor, so Yue Fei instructed his men
to hack at the horses' unprotected legs. This fighting method led the
Kin troops to lose their advantage, and they were crushingly defeated.
Exploiting this victory, the Army of the Yue Family recovered many
lost territories in the Middle Plains. At that time, there went a saying
among Kin soldiers, who said, "It may be easier to remove a mountain

than to defeat the Army of the Yue Family!"

JEok, BREARE SIS SR, A ORI
T, SRR T A ISR, 1142 48, UTE 2345 (Qin Hui ) XL <3
a7 (BRY#E s “Alea” rEil) MRt wasE
T o & WBE A 39 &5

However, the fatuous Emperor Gaozong of the Southern Song
Dynasty made peace with the Kin, ordered Yue Fei and his army to
withdraw from the frontline, and ousted him from his military power.
In 1142, Qin Hui, an evil prime minister of Emperor Gaozong, even

executed Yue Fei on the pretext of a trumped up charge. Yue Fei was only

39 years old when he died.

EhEE
A Legend of Yue Fei

FRHECHENAEEM
REMEXME, BUQEE
LIEREES ¢, BEHE,
BEEE € & VR R,
B EE, HEARR £
HRRZE8R, JNEAFS
HEERET. & (RESE)
iL#H, EENEEREEYEL
FTT “BRRE" O F,
Mt R BRE, MXmAF
AT E X EETE RN R

It is said that upon Yue Fei's
birth, there was a bird flying around
and singing above the roof of the
family's house. His parents believed
it was a sign that he would soar to
great heights and have a bright
future, so they named him Fei
("flying"). Yue Fei was born to a
deprived family, but he was diligent
in his childhood. He cultivated the
land in daytime and studied at night.
Even when he was very young
he showed an aptitude for martial
skills. According to the Biography
of Yue Fel, his mother tattooed
four characters meaning “loyalty
and service to the country" on his
back to encourage him to serve the
country loyally and bravely. These
became the principles that guided
him all his life.

1. BUNEERE

The Temple of Yue Fei in Hangzhou
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Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan

1. BEBTHR
A portrait of Genghis Khan

2. BERTE (M TARGHREER
M, AEAER)

Genghis Khan Mausoleum, Located in Ejin Horo
Banner in today's Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region

St REI T —A
HEMR K. 12 4k,
BRRE S 10 ZFEK S %
— T 5N &8, 1206 4F 9
HEHRZHIARIF (hdn)

G VS B A= it e
B CIBRINE R o R
ST RS RROR R
KRG, HT 7555

1 HEERATE RIRRIN) 2 T
WO, K S SR SRR AR T E AR, i AL
ST AR K TGRS, Gi— 1 EEEAN I HIX

The Mongolian ethnic group in north China has a long history.
At the end of the 12th century, Temujin united all the Mongolian tribes
after 10 years of warfare. In 1206, he was elected as their khan, with
the title of "Genghis Khan," which means "mighty monarch."Under
Genghis Khan, the Mongol empire grew, until it stretched from the
northern borders of China to the Danube River in Europe. The
expansion of the Mongol empire exerted an important influence on
the course of world history. After Genghis Khan's death, the Mongols
wiped out the Western Xia
kingdom and the Kin Dynasty
in succession, and incorporated

northern China into their empire.

1260 45, 250 (B
BIFBIPNT ) R T,
1264 4, A KAES (A
BU) . 1271 4F, A NELE
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\{ﬁ/ ,",ﬂhfﬁ*' FAdERGE—-
1 In 1260, Kublai,

the grandson of Genghis Khan, succeeded to the position of khan,

and chose Dadu (today's Beijing) as his capital in 1264. In 1271,
Kublai Khan formally proclaimed himself an emperor, historically
known as Emperor Shizu, of the newly established Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368). Having consolidated his rule over north China,
Emperor Shizu concentrated his forces against the Southern Song
Dynasty, and finally put an end to it. He realized the unity of north

and south China in 1279.

TCHAHZLEU T 2T VAIR, O R RIS B4 T
PR TR b erE R R, R A T o
RSB AT, R ITET IR R
ERATEWUE, 50, ihF (A7) MIXKE TR
PO — TR, PR S B . TTIBUTIE
W DT, HREEE
Sigl], ixRaEEhEh
RBURFE R TR

Kublai Khan reformed the
system of administration both at
central and regional levels after he
took the imperial throne. First,
he established Zhongshusheng
(Metropolitan Secretariat) in the
central government as the highest
administrative institution, and

then Xingzhongshusheng (Branch

Secretariat, Xingsheng for short) in

1. TAZwRIR
A portrait of Kublai Khan, Emperor Shizu of the
Yuan Dynasty

2. # TR, RiEEm\SEZ—, HR
TEREREU AT R IR =
Trees growing in Jimen are one of the eighth
scenery of Yanjing, and are also the westemmost
starting point of the Yuan-dadu Park

3. (THHEHIEE ) , TTEAXIRENE,
HogERLD, SFARNETRE
JTitHtE 2R
Emperor Shizu of Yuan Dynasty Goes Hunting,
painted by Liu Guandao of Yuan Dynasty. The
man who rides a black horse and wears white
clothes is Emperor Shizu of Yuan Dynasty,
Kublai Khan




TKE
Dadu in the Yuan Dynasty

RMRETROEE. TK
25, BOZAHE £HEE )

FIERZFWAEE HH0,
FExE (1264) EF MK
BB EXTZETA
R TE T o RERHR FASMHL
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W, BEERRREE
TAMHER EREMY BT
BE, BHZBRAREES

Dadu was the capital city of the
Yuan Dynasty. After the annihilation
of the Kin Dynasty, Kublai Khan
embarked to plan out and build a
new capital city, which was centered
on the scenic Ligong Palace in the
northeast of the previous Kin capital
Zhongdu (present—day Beijing).
The construction of Dadu started in
1264, and was completed in 1276.
The new capital consisted of the
Outer City, the Imperial City and the
Palace City. With grand buildings
and a strictly ordered pattern of
streets and quarters, Dadu was the
largest commercial center in the
Yuan Dynasty. There were more
than 30 markets of various types,
comprehensive commercial centers
and downtown streets devoted to
different trades. The city of Beijing
during the Ming and Qing dynasties
was extended on the basis of Dadu,
and many of the Yuan Dynasty
buildings are still preserved.
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local governments as the
highest local administrative
institutions. There were 10
Xingsheng altogether in
the whole country. Tubo
(today's Tibet) officially
became one of China's
administrative regions in
the Yuan Dynasty, under
the direct administration
of Xuanzhengyuan
(Commission for Buddhist
and Tibetan Affairs) in
the central government.
Also in the Yuan Dynasty,
the island of Taiwan
became part of the
administrative region of
Penghu. This was the
beginning of the Chinese
central government's
administration over

Taiwan.

TR TR, e R ST

TESTE
ZIAIGIE AR, fCRIrp SR g D AR X PR L AT
EATHREA R, AT 2 RIRG—FEEKIREN A K. X
seTC AR ZLLZN — T B2

The setting up of the Xingsheng system strengthened the

relations between the central and local governments, as well as those
between different local governments. It made the central government's
administration over border areas more effective than that of any
previous dynasty, solidifying the unity of China as a multi-ethnic
country. It was a great innovation by Kublai

TCHIBISIA T RN R AR, — B IR SR,
RAEREIX B H 5O NE T TIE A TR .

The establishment of the Xingsheng system in the Yuan Dynasty

has been very influential to the later generations.
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Wen Tianxiang, a Renowned Minister in History

SCRFE (1236—1283 ) J2HIE
Pist ERZE, TP A A/
g bR, Sr
BRI >, AR s
THIC.

Wen Tianxiang (1236-1283) born
in Jiangxi Province, was a renowned
minister in Chinese history. Still a child,
he became fond of reading biographies
of loyal ministers, and decided to model

himself on them. Later, he achieved the first place in an imperial civil

examination in his youth.

R EESITHVAIS,, THARESE R, —B%Fg Mol
L (FRTEHS, SHUN) o XN FIRIIEENS H &R
Vg, SCRPEEITPEMAR, AT IUTXE, dEstrBlina
Fo AN : VR HIX LRI RN SRS TT
7, AR RO, AR 7 SORHE
Ul EERES, ABAANELT, HEEAM AL
HRE A O AR, TREVER .

After Kublai Khan's foundation of Yuan Dynasty, he began to attack
the Southern Song Dynasty. When Kublai Khan's armies approached
Lin'an (today's Hangzhou), the capital of the Southern Song Dynasty,
the Southern Song court hurriedly called on forces from all over south
China to its rescue. Wen Tianxiang thus raised a volunteer force of tens of
thousands of people in his home province, ready to hurry over to Lin'an.
A friend of his tried to dissuade him out of doing so, saying, "Now you're
attempting to resist the Yuan army with these temporarily conscripted

people, it makes no difference from driving a flock of sheep to fight a fierce

tiger. You'd better not go." With regards to this friend's kindness, Wen

(ESHK)
Song of Integrity

RWFES, RARER.
TRAEE, ERABE,
TARBR, HFEER,
S2EKLER, SMAE.
MEBDR, ——ERE,
EFREE, AEEME,
ERKRIE, EXNHE T
AFREL, AFEEHM,
ASKHERR L, AMELE,
HAITRIE, BREKE.
oo hE, Rzl
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B, HAUAHE.
HHEBAA, £RRER,
HAERINT, RAEHINE,
=HKRG, BXAZR,
ETHERL, RUXFT,
EREHT, %5,
mEEHME, R2ATHE,
FREERA, BEhAXR.
H+HE—E, BEKER.
—HRERE, SMEATE.
NLHERE, BHARS.
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SHMBI5, FRRER.
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BEAHEEZ, #FIERE,
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There is integrity that is
embodied in various forms.

On the earth it is mountains
and rivers, in the sky it is the sun
and stars.

In man it is the noble spirit that
fills up the whole world.

The imperial road should
be cleared of barbarians and be
flooded with light.

(#%ETH)
(Go to the next page)
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In times of great danger man's
high moral principle shows itself
and leaves its record in history.

This is revealed in the records
of Qi, and the writings of Dong Hu of
Jin.

It was Zhang Liang's revenge
on Qin and Su Wu's moral courage
in the Han Dynasty.

It was General Yan's head,
and Shizhong Ji's blood.

It was Zhang Juyang's teeth,
and Yan Changshan's tongue.

It was the Liaodong hat that
could withstand ice and snow.

It was Zhuge Liang's memorial
which was so heroic that it moved
the immortals.

It was the river—crossing oar
that wiped out the nomad invaders.

It was the scepter that crushed
treacherous rebel's heads.

Integrity is so majestic that it
will never die out.

It shoots up to the sun and the
moon, and life and death are of no
importance before it.

It supports both the earth and the
sky.

Our lives hinge on our cardinal
guides and our foundation rests on
our morality.

But now everything is upside
down.

Divested of his headgear this
prisoner is kept behind prison bars
in the north.

He would be only glad to be
burned in the barbarian's crucible.

Ghost flame rages in the room
and the courtyard is wrapped in
darkness.

Oxen and steeds live in the
same fold and chickens and
phoenixes share the same food.

The earth is shrouded in mist and
fog.

If things go on like this,
miseries and disasters will spread.

I'm sad that this swamp used
to be my paradise-like homeland.

Fallacies can't become truth
nor can Yin and Yang be confused.

So I'm worried and look up at
the white clouds floating in the sky.

My heart is full of sorrow and |
wonder where the sky will end.

The ancient sages are far
away, my execution is nearing.

| open a book to read, and
there is sunshine on the ancient
words.

IR

A portrait of Wen Tianxiang

OIAEERENRFLETE

Wen Tianxiang Memorial Hall, Ji'an, Jiangxi

Province
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Tianxiang replied, "The country is now in peril, but nobody will exert
himself for it. Isn't it distressing? I know my strength is limited, but I would

rather sacrifice my life for the country."

FAARFIEAEAS SR SR AR, ZROTE S
SCORFEBOCHEANRE, FEAMERE (ASAest) mgh, il
Lo

In danger of perdition, the Southern Song Dynasty appointed
Wen Tianxiang as the Deputy Prime Minister, and dispatched him to
negotiate with the Yuan army. Wen was detained by the Yuan side, but

managed to escape when he was escorted to Dadu (today's Beijing).

FARKT LG, SCRHRERRN . | 2R, Uik
Db, AN RSk, SOTEIUE, HRHIMERHAR.
After the fall of the Southern Song Dynasty, Wen Tianxiang
fled to Fuzhou and Guangdong, organizing forces once again to resist

the Yuan army. Because of the disparity of forces, however, he was

captured and then escorted to Dadu.

SCRFHEREWOR T 3%, TRt A, sttt
2B X PR, Bt seas T, BIAERR
URAESCAE R R, MoTHIET, FROBIHLEPRY R, ” 3C
RFERIEDL: RO, BOUR—E, BIREA20]
B 1o 7 1283 4F, L 47 DHISCRFFLE,

Wen Tianxiang spent three years as a prisoner in Dadu, refusing
to surrender to the enemy in spite of the threat of death. It is said that
Kublai Khan (Emperor Shizu, founder of the Yuan Dynasty) tried to
persuade Wen in person, offering the latter the post of prime minister
if he would defect, but Wen replied, "Now that the Song Dynasty has

come to an end, I would be only glad to die." Wen Tianxiang died in
1283, at the age of 47.

SCRFEAEMIR S T
fy CIE0) . BOb T4
BRI AR o

The Song of Integrity,
which he wrote behind prison

bars, is regarded as a classic of its
kind.
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Marco Polo's Travels in China

JUHAIENE . JE. BRSEMR AR L, Yi R E R4
EINZH, & AR e B R e A ] - % (Marco
Polo, 1254—1324) .

The Yuan Dynasty had connections worldwide. Among the many
foreigners who came to China at that time, Marco Polo (1254-1324),
an Italian from Venice, was the most famous.

1271 AF R, By A - AR A 2
27t 4 FEHRSERAE, SREI T A,

In the summer of 1271, Marco Polo arrived in China with his
father and uncle after an arduous four-year journey.

Sl BRI, REMEE, Rikra T
HE L SR AR E YA, /I”%“(}L'ﬂﬁﬂjiﬁ%‘%o
] - kAR rhE e, A, vaE. i
FAEIRINVE 21T, b ZHOe e ot iy, Hiba—2t
ARk AL P, MR, B2 T 3 FEEE.

Marco Polo showed both aptitude for and diligence in study, and
learned the Mongolian language, equitation and toxophily soon after
his arrival in China. He soon became a favorite of Kublai Khan, who
often sent him on inspection tours. Marco Polo had been to most places
that he described in his travelogue, but some content in his book may
be merely hearsay. It is said that he once stayed in Yangzhou, and even
held the office of governor for three years.

ERERAA T, 3NN AR Ry, —HE
SKRIE FRAGHEMESS, A TR b T 5SS o 5s
4y 4 SEZINR], ZTAE 1295 AERIR T RENT .

The three Europeans suffered serious home sickness after long time
stay in China and asked permission to return to their own country, Upon
getting approval, they once again set foot on the perilous way home.
After more than four years' trudge, the three Europeans returned to their
homeland in Venice in 1295.
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How Marco Polo Came to
China

1260 &, G - HEFMK
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In 1260, Marco Polo's father
and uncle came to China for the first
time for trade, and were received by
Kublai Khan. The emperor inquired
about the western countries and
Rome, and appointed them both as
envoys to Rome. After completing
their mission to Rome, they returned
to China, taking young Marco Polo
with them.

-
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A portrait of Marco Polo

G - RBITE ) A,
HEAMZDH - BEEA
The Geyman edition of The Travels of Marco
Polo, The cover figure of the book is Marco Polo
himself

(O - RBITA) BRI
R, EMXFHERFILT
7, B 1935 /AR

The Travels of Marco Polo (The book has been
translated info dozens of languages. This is the
Chinese version translated in 1935)
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The Site of Marco Polo's Sailing Place in Port of
Quanzhou
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They had been gone for 24 years, and the locals thought they

had died abroad. They returned wearing Oriental costumes. People

supposed that they had brought back numerous gold and treasures, so
they gave Marco Polo the nickname "Millionaire."

B 2R, BESTRI I — IR AT A A= T i o
LI EA=Iakia: PSS = k=1 &)l 9=t b
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Soon, a war broke out between Venice and the city-state Genoa.
Marco Polo bought a ship with his own money to join the fleet of
Venice. But unexpectedly, Venice was defeated, and Marco Polo was
captured and imprisoned by Genoese. The Genoese heard that he had
been to the Orient, so they often paid visits to him in jail and listened
to his tales of the Orient and China. A writer in the jail put down the
stories that Marco Polo told, and compiled them into a book, which
was called The 7ravels of Marco Polo.

FEXAEICE, ] - P RiLs T — A AR T T
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In this travelogue, Marco Polo described a wonderful Oriental
world, introducing in detail some important political events, customs,
religious faiths, famous cities, products, commercial activities and
so forth of China during the reign of Kublai. The publication was

immediately welcomed by Europeans, arousing
their longing for the Oriental civilization.

15 8 PUE, O R . IK
oK, MR 7 a] - IR
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After the 15th century, navigators
and explorers from Europe were generally
influenced by Marco Polo to explore a country
full of gold in the Orient.
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Three Great Inventions
— The Technological Achievements of the Song Dynasty
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The Invention of the Compass
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Natural magnets were used
as crude compasses as early as in
the Warring States Period. By the
Song Dynasty, artificial magnets
had been invented with magnetism
more stable than that of natural
magnets. With such artificial magnets,
compasses were developed and used
for navigation, together with degree

markings. This greatly stimulated

maritime trade.
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(Sr:]rgzr;‘)(soum—pomtmg ladle) of Han Dynasty The Technique Of Printing
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Replica of the movable clay type of Bi Sheng

Printing has played a very
significant role in the history of
civilization. Woodblock printing
was in use at the time of the Sui

Dynasty, but it involved laborious and

:
expensive processes. | <o §
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Bi Sheng of the Northern Song Dynasty was determined to

improve the printing technique, so he invented moveable types. He
carved characters in reverse on blocks of clay,
and baked the blocks in a kiln. The slugs of
types were pressed onto a coating of rosin,
wax and paper ash spread on an iron tray,
which was then heated and cooled to fix the
slugs. If there was a wrong character, it could
easily be replaced, and the tray, slugs and

coating could be used over and over again.

Be SO ENRIR B BT T T A
i, PHEA TR T, WIS
7, ARG RS 7

Bi Sheng's invention laid a sound

foundation for the future improvement of
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printing. Later, wooden movable types were invented in the Western
Xia Dynasty, copper movable types were substituted in the Ming

Dynasty, until lead types were used at last.

XG5 K5
Gunpowder and Firearms

HOE A L TR PR N, At AT R A A
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Alchemists were the first people in ancient China to dabble in

"

chemistry. In the search for "pills of immortality," it was found that

a mixture of sulfur, saltpeter and charcoal could cause an explosion.
Therefore, such mixtures were called "huoyao" (powder). Books in the
mid-Tang Dynasty described how to produce such powder, and at the

end of the Tang Dynasty, it began to be used for military purposes.
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In the Song Dynasty, such mixture began to be

widely used. It was not only used in daily life, such as
hunting, quarrying and making fireworks, but applied for
military use. The powder weapons made in the Northern
Song Dynasty were mainly incendiary and explosive, for
example, fire arrows and bombs. In the Southern Song
Dynasty, crude muskets were invented, and used against

Mongolian invaders.

1 dERAEF ( CREZ) PIZHM
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The fire arrows of the Northem Song Dynasty

2. RENE

The flamethrower of the Souther Song Dynasty
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Riverside Scene on the Qingming Festival
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The Song Dynasty produced masterpieces of social genre paintings

describing both urban and rural life besides figure paintings, landscape
paintings, and flower-and-bird paintings. The most famous of social
genre works is known as the Riverside Scene on the Qingming Festival.
It was painted by Zhang Zeduan, who lived in the late Northern Song
Dynasty and early Southern Song Dynasty. It depicts scenes along the
Bianhe River at Dongjing (today's Kaifeng in Henan Province), the
capital of the Northern Song Dynasty, at the time of the Qingming
Festival. This traditional festival is held in early April, and is the time

when people visit their ancestral tombs.

1. (iERALES L
'<§hf Rgrﬁj;/ﬂ;%dze,f(mﬁﬁgezshe Scene on E%Béj\ . ;Sg —%ﬁj\%ﬁ%\ T )T% J\ICZ_F S 5‘?\'3 & I\ ?ﬂ }uq—llj:‘l‘% ‘l\%

the Qingming Festival
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In the collection of the Palace Museum in Beijing, the painting
is divided into three parts. The first part shows a team of pack mules
plodding along the river bank in the suburbs in the morning light;
the second part shows the bustling scene around the Rainbow Bridge
spanning the river; and the third part depicts the downtown streets,
thronged with people plying all sorts of trades, and their customers. The
whole scroll is 25.5 cm wide and 525 c¢m long, and has over 800 human
and 94 animal figures, and 170 trees. This fascinating painting shows a
wealth of details of life in those days, covering customs, transportation,
business, architecture and the activities of boatmen, sedan-chair carriers,

scholars, etc. With its deep artistic appeal, this painting has become a

favorite of appreciators and painters.
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The Riverside Scene on the Qingming Festival visually reflects
the urban appearance of Dongjing in the Northern Song Dynasty, and

provides valuable material for the study of life in the Northern Song

capital.

1. (B LAE) (EER)
Street scene,from RAiverside Scene on the
Qingming Festival
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Sima Guang and His History Book
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Sima Guang (1019-1086), a
statesman and historian of the Northern
Song Dynasty, was born in today's
Shanxi Province into an official's
family. He served as prime minister for

the Song Dynasty at one time.
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One of Sima Guang's greatest

achievements was his compilation of the Z7
Zhi Tong Jian (Comprehensive Mirror for
Aid in Government). Convinced that those
who governed the country should be well
versed in history, he spent two years writing
a history book describing the historical events
from the Warring States Period to the late
Qin Dynasty, and named it "Comprehensive
Records.” Later, Sima Guang showed this
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book to Emperor Yingzong, who was pleased with the book and told
Sima Guang to continue with its compilation. Emperor Yingzong
allowed Sima Guang himself to choose compilers and read the books
housed by the government. Sima Guang was pleased. Immediately he
organized a team, inviting many famous historians of the time to be his
assistants, compiling the comprehensive history book together. They
collected a large number of materials, many of which had never before
been written, and were thus very valuable.
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Sima Guang was so absorbed in his work that he even invented
an "alarm pillow" which prevented him from sleeping too long. The

wooden pillow was designed to slip from under his head whenever he
turned over.
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Sima Guang spent a total of 19 years
completing the massive historical work.
Emperor Shenzong, who succeeded Emperor
Yingzong, greatly appreciated it, and thus
titled it the Z7 Zhi Tong Jian (Comprehensive
Mirror for Aid in Government). The
Comprehensive Mirror for Aid in Government
is a comprehensive chronicle, which covers the
1,362 years history of China from 403 BC to
959 AD. This magnum opus work comprises
294 volumes containing more than 3,000,000
words. With detailed authentic materials and
beautiful prose, it has been a paragon for
later generations to compile chronicles, and a

precious cultural legacy coming down from

ancient China.
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Sima Guang's Smashing a
Vat
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A legend has it that one day at
the age of seven when Sima Guang
was playing with other children in
a courtyard, one child fell into a
big vat of water. While the other
children were howling in a panic,
Sima Guang coolly picked up a
large stone, and smashed the side
of the vat with it. The water flowed
out through the hole, and the
drowning child was saved.

A (EREE) FhRES
The remaining manuscript of Sima Guang's Zi
Zhi Tong Jian (Comprehensive Mirror for Aid in
Govermment)
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Song C7 Poetry and Yuan Qu Drama
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The main literary achievement in the Song Dynasty was C7 (poetry
written to certain tunes with strict tonal patterns and rhyme schemes, in

fixed numbers of lines and words, originating in the Tang Dynasty and

fully developed in the Song Dynasty). C7 have sentences of different
lengths, which are convenient for singing. Many outstanding writers of’
Ci appeared in the two Song dynasties, such as Su Shi, Li Qingzhao,

Xin Qiji, Liu Yong, Zhou Bangyan and Jiang Kui.
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Su Shi (1037-1101), also known by his literary name Dongpo
(Eastern Slope), was from Sichuan Province. A famous litterateur
of ancient China, Su Shi was gifted in many ways, and earned
accomplishments in many respects. His C7 show heroism and
generosity, and are good at describing spectacular scenes. He filled vital
force into C7, and contributed greatly to its development. Famous lines
of his, which are still quoted today, include "The endless river eastwards
flows/With its huge waves are gone all those gallant heroes of bygone

days" and "May we live a long life/And together share the beauty of the

1. %

A portrait of Su Shi

moonlight".
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Li Qingzhao, a native of Ji'nan, Shandong Province, lived in the

S
S

period of the late Northern Song Dynasty and the early Southern Song
Dynasty. Her early life was pleasant and comfortable, with a happy
marriage, which can be seen through her delicate and cheerful poetry
written in this period. For example, the lines of "the curtain flows in
the western wind, the beauty is even slimmer than yellow flowers"
and "Oft the forehead, immediately it begins to haunt the mind" both
depict the passionate longing of a woman who lives an easy life alone at
home for her husband who is away, with the first line meaning that the
woman has become thinner because of the yearning, and the second
suggesting the annoyance caused by such yearning and loneliness.
However, after the death of her husband and the rise of turmoil in the
country, her works started to betray melancholy and pessimism, and
never shook off the shadow of "Looking and searching, desolate and

alone, chilly, sad and melancholy".
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1. E=FERIK

A portrait of Li Qingzhao
2. ZRIEEEE

A mural of the drama team

3. M (FEREE ) RIS

Astill of the Romance of the Western Chamber

INEHL - Data

“FlmAR"
Four Great Yuan Qu
Dramatists
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Renowned dramatists Guan
Hanging, Ma Zhiyuan, Zheng
Guangzu and Bai Pu have been
known as "Four Great Yuan Qu
Dramatists."
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The mainly literary achievement in the Yuan Dynasty
was Yuan Qu drama. Leading exponents of this genre,
which used a new type of lyrical poetry for the dialogue,
were Ma Zhiyuan, Guan Hangqing, Bai Pu, Zhang Kejiu,
Guan Yunshi (ethnic Uygur) and Zhang Yanghao.
"Withered branch, old tree and a crow in the dusk; a little
bridge, flowing water and a cottage" describes the loneliness
of a traveler far from home. "The rise of the nation brings
misery to the people, and its fall also brings misery to the
people" presented a biting social commentary. Both these

verses are typical of the Yuan style of lyrics.
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The Yuan Dynasty witnessed an unprecedented period of drama.

Yuan Qu drama combined music, dancing, acting and speaking
(dialogue and monologue) all together. Classical Yuan plays include
The Injustice Suttered by Dou E by Guan Hanqing, The Autumn in
the Palace of Han by Ma Zhiyuan, A Beautiful Girl Loses Her Soul
by Zheng Guangzu, The Parasol Tree and the Rain by Bai Pu, and
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the Romance of the Western

Chamber by Wang Shifu.
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Guan Hangqing,

a native of Dadu, was the most prominent
dramatist of the Yuan Dynasty. He devoted his whole life to the stage,
living among actors, and occasionally acting on stage. He was a prolific
writer, producing over 60 plays, 18 of which are extant. Guan Hanqing
often disclosed the
dark side of society
in his works, and
thus came under
official suspicion
from time to time.
But he never
wavered in his
commitment to
portraying real life
problems. He once
called himself "a
bronze pea which
cannot be destroyed
by steaming,
cooking, smashing

or frying."

(BRE) AFRE
The Injustice Suffered by

Dou E
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Dou E was a widow who lived
with her mother-in-law, Granny
Cai. The villainous Donkey Zhang,
in an attempt to remove Granny
Cai and marry Dou E, poisons
his own father by mistake. Zhang
bribes the local magistrate, and
gets Dou E accused of the crime.
On the execution grounds, Dou E
protests against the unfair society,
and calls on Heaven to prove her
innocence in three ways after
her death: by sending snow in
the sixth lunar month; by making
her blood splash upward onto a
white cloth; and by inflicting three
years of drought on her hometown.
These three phenomena were
in fact manifested, and three
years later, her father became
an official. Her ghost weeps the
injustice she suffered to her father.
Consequently, Donkey Zhang is
executed, and the soul of Dou E
is appeased. Dou E's defiance
was rare and commendable in the
contemporary society.

1. KUK

A portrait of Guan Hanging

2. B (SEH%E) RIR

Astill of 7The Injustice Suffered by Dou E
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The period from the 14th to the 19th centuries encompassed

the Ming and Qing dynasties, a period of decline of Chinese feudal

1. FTESREAE ) ( B30 )

Envoys from Vassal States and Foreign Countries
Presenting Tributes to the Emperor

society. The Ming Dynasty lasted over 280 years from its establishment
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by Zhu Yuanzhang in Nanjing in 1368 to Emperor Chongzhen's suicide in 1644. The early half of the
Qing Dynasty lasted over 190 years from Emperor Shunzhi's entry into Beijing in 1644 to the outbreak of
the Opium War in 1840. In the Ming Dynasty, there was a closer integration of the many ethnic groups
that composed China. In the first half of the dynasty, the economy developed rapidly, and the society was
prosperous. Zheng He made seven long-distance voyages with huge merchant fleets, and promoted China's
friendly relations with foreign countries. The reigns of emperors Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong of the
Qing Dynasty are regarded as a golden age both materially and culturally, and there emerged great numbers
of statesmen, thinkers, strategists, explorers and scientists in those days, who composed glorious chapters in
the history of China.
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Also during this period, economic and cultural contacts between the East and the West became more
and more frequent. The opening of new navigation routes brought every corner of the globe increasingly
closer. In the 14th and the 15th centuries, the germination of capitalism emerged in some cities along the
Mediterranean Sea in Europe. Later, in the 17th and the 18th centuries, bourgeois revolutions took place
in Britain, America and France in succession, and the world history entered a new stage. Some advanced
countries in the West had entered the stage of maturation, and capitalism progressed rapidly. In comparison,
however, China did not synchronically develop. Although the germination of capitalism had occurred in
China as early as the mid-and late Ming Dynasty, due to the restrictions imposed by the feudal political and
economic structure, the development of productivity was seriously hampered, the commodity economy
came across considerable difficulties, and the feudal society began to fall down from its summit. With the
development of the Chinese society being left behind step by step, and the arrival of the aggressive forces of
Western colonialists, the feudal rulers of China changed their attitude towards the outside world, gradually

turning from an opening policy to a closed door one. The disparity between China and Western countries

rapidly grew.

1. (REFERES) (15 )

The Emperor Kangxi's Southern Tour (Scroll Nine)
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Zhu Yuanzhang, the First Emperor of the

Ming Dynasty

A portrait of Zhu Yuanzhang
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The site of the Cabinet Lobby in Ming Dynasty
(After abolishing the position of prime minister,
Zhu Yuanzhang set the Grand Secretary as
aide consultant to help him with various affairs,
which is the prototype of Cabinet System of
Ming Dynasty.)
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In the late Yuan Dynasty, the rulers were incompetent, the society
and economy were sluggish, and even regressed, and the Yellow River
burst its banks several times. The peasants had no way to survive such

consecutive natural disasters and man-made calamities anymore, thus
large-scaled peasant uprisings broke out in the mid-14th century.
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Zhu Yuanzhang (1328-1398) was one of the
leaders of these peasant uprisings. He was born into a
poor peasant's family in Haozhou (today's Fengyang,
Anhui Province). In 1352, Guo Zixing staged a peasant
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uprising in Haozhou. Zhu Yuanzhang joined this army, and soon was
appointed to important positions by Guo Zixing because of his bravery
and resourcefulness in battles. After Guo's death, Zhu became the
leader of this army. In March 1356, Zhu Yuanzhang captured Jiging
(today's Nanjing) and changed its name to Yingtian. He accepted the
advice of his advisors and brought on many talented people in Yingtian.
Meanwhile, with this major city as his base, he adopted a stratagem
to take the weak first and the stronger later, annihilating nearby Yuan
troops one by one. At that time, each of the other peasant uprisings also
occupied a region, with their leaders proclaiming themselves kings or
emperors. In 1364, Zhu Yuanzhang wiped out his strongest enemy —
the peasant uprising troops led by Chen Youliang, and then defeated
other rival peasant rebel forces one by one.
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In 1368, Zhu Yuanzhang proclaimed himself an emperor,
historically known as Emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty in Nanjing.
In autumn of the same year, the Ming army took Dadu, the capital of
the Yuan Empire, and put an end to the rule of the Mongols. However,

it took Zhu Yuanzhang nearly 20 more years to consolidate his hold
over the whole country.
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Zhu Di, known as Emperor
Chengzu after death, was the third
emperor of the Ming Dynasty.
Emperor Taizu's crown prince,
Zhu Biao by name, died before his
father, and his place was taken
by his eldest son Zhu Yunwen.
After the new emperor came to the
throne, Zhu Yunwen's uncle, Zhu Di,
the fourth son of Zhu Yuanzhang,
dispatched an army from his power
base of Yan (the present-day
Beijing area) in 1399, on the pretext
of helping the emperor to eliminate
evil ministers. In 1402, this army
captured Nanjing. Zhu Yunwen
disappeared in the turmoil, and
Zhu Di seized the imperial throne.
Having enthroned himself, Emperor
Chengzu removed the capital to
Beiping, and changed its name to
Beijing.

1. ERAAZEE AR

A scene of the Ming Xiaoling Mausoleum

2. AEmE

The Tomb Passage of Xiaoling Mausoleum of the
Ming Dynasty
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The tomb of Zhu Yuanzhang
and Empress Ma, located in the
south of the Zijin Shan outside
of Nanjing. Empress Ma died in
1382 and was buried there. She
was given the title "Xiaoci" (filial
and kind) after her death, so the
tomb was called the "Ming Xiaoling
Mausoleum." Zhu Yuanzhang was
also buried in this tomb after his
death. The mausoleum began
to be built in 1381, and was not
completed until 32 years later. It
now has a history of over 600 years.
It is composed of the Xiamafang
(Dismount) Archway, Dajinmen
(Great Gold) Gate, Tablet Pavilion,
Square City and Bao (Treasure)
City. It is one of the largest imperial
tombs in China. Spectacular
and imposing, the Ming Xiaoling
Mausoleum represented the highest
architectural and stone carving
achievement in the early Ming
Dynasty, and directly influenced the
system of imperial mausoleums both
of the Ming and Qing dynasties for
more than 500 years. In 2003, the
Ming Xiaoling Mausoleum, as a part
of the imperial tombs of the Ming
and Qing dynasties, was entered in
the list of World Cultural Heritage by
the UNESCO.
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As Zhu Yuanzhang said, the country needed good governance
now that it had just become stable, just as nestlings could not be
plucked. His first concern was to restore agricultural production, which
had been severely disrupted during the wars. He encouraged peasants
who had fled from their homes during the fighting to return to their
fields and to open up new land. He advocated the planting of cash
crops such as cotton, mulberries and hemp, offering tax exemptions as
an incentive. By 1393, the area of agricultural land had grown to four
times as big as that at the end of the Yuan Dynasty. Zhu Yuanzhang
also extended preferential treatment to craftsmen, granting them
freedom. In addition, Zhu attached importance to water conservancy.
After the founding of the Ming Dynasty, many irrigation works were
built. All these measures provided advantageous conditions for the

further development of society, economy and culture nationwide.
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Emperor Taizu abolished the position of prime minister, and set
up six offices known as "boards" in the central government, which
were directly responsible to the emperor. This method strengthened the
centralization of authority. At the same time, the emperor established
Jinyiwei, a special intelligence agency, to intensify imperial power.
He ruled the country by law, formulating astringent laws to increase
penalties for corrupt officials and overbearing military officers. These
measures laid a sound foundation for the consolidation of the rule of the

Ming Dynasty.
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Zheng He's Voyages
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In the early Ming Dynasty,

China was one of the most advanced
and developed countries in the world.
In order to transmit the national
power and strengthen contacts with

1 other countries, Emperor Chengzu,
whose name was Zhu Di, sent Zheng He on several voyages to the
Western Ocean (Southeast Asia west of Brunei and the Indian Ocean)

on diplomatic missions.

1. #RFR

A portrait of Zheng He

2. MBI B EARER

A model of one of Zheng He's ships
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Zheng He (1371-1435), a native
of Yunnan Province with Hui
nationality (Moslem), had a
nickname Sanbao, so he was
also known as Sanbao the Chief
of Eunuchs. Showing aptitude
and diligence in study, and having
gained outstanding military exploits,
he won deep trust of Emperor
Chengzu of the Ming Dynasty, so the latter
dispatched him on diplomatic missions to the
West. In June 1405, Zheng He embarked on his first voyage. His fleet
consisted of more than 200 ships, manned by more than 20,000 men,
including sailors, soldiers, technical personnel, interpreters, etc. They
carried large amounts of gold, precious stones, porcelain and silk to be
used for trade and as gifts. The fleet set out from Liujiagang Port in
Taicang, Jiangsu Province. It arrived at the middle and southern parts of
today's Vietnam, and via Java and Bengal, sailed westwards as far as to
the Red Sea. Then, it returned by way of Ceylon and today's Calicut
in India. The round trip took two years, and Zheng He returned to
Nanjing in the autumn of 1407.
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Zheng He's fleets were full of Chinese specialties such as silver,
gold, diamonds, silk products and pottery. He presented these as the

gifts of the Ming Dynasty to every country or region where he arrived,
expressing the desire to establish friendly contacts with them. Those
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western countries received Zheng He and his fleets very warmly. Some
of the countries Zheng He visited dispatched envoys bearing tribute to
the Ming court on his ships. Meanwhile, Zheng He also brought back
diamonds, spices and other specialties from other countries. Zheng He's
achievements made Emperor Chengzu pleased. He travelled to the
Western Ocean seven times, and his farthest voyage took him as far as
to the eastern coast of Africa and the coast of the Red Sea.
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During this period, kings, envoys and merchant fleets of many
countries in the Southern Ocean and the Western Ocean came to
China in succession. Zheng He's voyages were a great feat in the world's
navigation history. His first voyage was 87 years earlier than Columbus'
discovery of the American continent, 93 years earlier than Vasco da
Gama's opening of the new navigation route in the Orient, and 116
years earlier than Fernando de Magallanes' arrival at the Philippines.

Therefore, Zheng He's voyages to the Western Ocean was a pioneering
undertaking in the world navigation history, and in present Southeast

Asia there are still many buildings dedicated to his memory.
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Zheng He's Seven Voyages
to the Western Ocean
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First: 14056—1407 AD reached
Calicut and Sri Lanka

Second: 1407—1409 AD called
at Calicut and Sri Lanka

Third: 1409—1411 AD reached
Hormuz on the Persian Gulf and
Arabia

Fourth: 1413—1415 AD
reached the east coast of Africa

Fifth: 1417—1419 AD revisited
East Africa

Sixth: 1421—1422 AD revisited
Hormuz (Persian Gulf) and Arabia

Seventh: 1431—1433 AD
reached the Red Sea and Mecca

1. BEELE T “RigR "
FHRIEE T HF-ER TEFRSIT
The story of Zheng He's seven voyages to
the western ocean is inscribed on the Tianfei
Memorial Tablet at Nanshan Pagoda in Fujian
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Q1 Jiguang's Repelling Japanese Pirates
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At the end of the Yuan Dynasty and in the early years of the
Ming Dynasty, Japanese pirates often harassed China's coastal areas,
threatening the lives of coastal Chinese people. The Ming Dynasty
strictly forbade any trade with foreigners on the sea except for the
attribute relations between the government and foreign countries.
In the mid-Ming Dynasty, Japanese pirates, in collaboration with
Chinese ones, engaged in maritime contraband, looting, slaughtering
and committing arson. They became a growing scourge to the coastal

people. The Ming court resolved to bolster coastal defenses, and
ordered Qi Jiguang to put an end to the pirate menace.
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Qi Jiguang (1528-1587), a native of Penglai, Shandong
Province, was a famous national hero in the history of China.

In 1556, Qi Jiguang, who was still young, was assigned to deal
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with the problem of Japanese pirates in the coastal areas of Zhejiang
Province. Dismayed at the low morale and lack of training of the
soldiers he found there, Qi decided to raise and train his own army.
Soon, he had a force of about 4,000 crack troops. They were known
locally as "Qi's army," and soon distinguished themselves.
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In 1561, the Japanese pirates pretended to invade Fenghua and
Ninghai with the true aim of attacking Taizhou. Qi Jiguang saw
through the enemy's trick, and defeated the invaders at Taizhou. He
won nine victories consecutively at Taizhou, and totally annihilated the
Japanese pirates in eastern Zhejiang. After ridding Zhejiang of the pirate
scourge, Qi Jiguang fought Japanese pirates wherever they appeared
along Chinese coastal areas. After nearly 10 years of hard fighting, he

had largely driven the Japanese pirates off from the coastal areas of’

southeastern China by 1565.

1.

2.
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A model of a Ming Dynasty battleship
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Scroll of Repelling Japanese Pirates (partial)
(This picture illustrates the history of coastal
soldiers and civilians' repelling Japanese pirates
in Zhejiang in 1555.)
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Hai Rui, an Upright and Incorruptible Official
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Hai Rui (1514-1587), a native of Qiongzhou, Hainan Province,
was appointed as the county magistrate of Chun'an County in Zhejiang
Province in 1558. He cleaned up this notoriously corrupt county,
remedying many unfair or misjudged cases, thereby winning the respect

of common people there.
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In 1564, Hai Rui was transferred to an official post in the
capital. Emperor Shizong was superstitious about "immortality" and
spent all his days
with Taoists in the
palace, completely
neglecting state
affairs for more

than two decades,

while no ministers

Mg .
1. S ) ) ! dared to dissuade
Hai Rui is known as an upright and incorruptible
ofcial him. Though only a
2. BREEEEHAD very junior official,
The stone horse by the hallway of Hai Rui . .
Mausoleum Hai Rui had the
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courage to send a memorial to the throne, censuring the emperor.
Fully convinced that the emperor would probably have him executed,
Hai Rui bought a coffin, bade a farewell to his wife, and settled his
supposed posthumous affairs. He was not, in fact, executed, but rather
thrown into prison and was not released until after Emperor Shizong's
death.

1569 4F, Yl XA AT A 97T Rl s8R KA (42
FESRMN . BRI RO, BRI BONSEHL) o KA
SEITNETE . SRR, H KRB, K
B, R AR T KB R IR TR
R R o M PR R AT HE i iy 1 TC R iR 2K
Ro KREFL KRIERIARE VIR, FWEEPN R —%
Y AL P~ RIS S0 R S N 0 SN
Wl 1, S50 TR R, YRR LIRS 10 245,

In 1569, Hai Rui was appointed an imperial inspector of the
10 areas under the administration of Yingtian (including Suzhou,
Yingtian, Songjiang, Changzhou, Zhenjiang, Huizhou, and others).
During the Ming Dynasty, Yingtian was the most advanced region
both in economy and culture, but also one of the most difficult places
to administrate. This region had concentrated more senior officials and
powerful landlords than any other place, who had carved out large
estates for themselves there, depriving the state of large amounts of
fertile land. Hai Rui insisted on the breaking up of these estates, and
the return of the land to the peasants unconditionally. His enemies
thereupon banded together to slander him to the emperor Muzong. Hai

Rui was thus stripped of his official rank, and hence lived in retirement

for ten years.
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In the reign of Emperor Shenzong, Hai
Rui was reinstated despite his old age, and he
died in 1587 in Yingtian (today's Nanjing),
during his term of office. Throughout the
decades of his tenure, he remained clean and

brought many benefits to the people, and was
thus called "Hai the Clear Sky."
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Hai Rui's Tomb
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This tomb is located in Xiya
Village, Haikou City. Hai Rui was an
uncorruptible official all his life. After
his death, the court dispatched
imperial envoys to escort his
coffin all the way from Nanjing to
Haikou. The tomb of Hai Rui was
constructed entirely out of stones
in 1589. The tomb area is in a
square shape, and at the entrance
to the tomb area are inscribed four
Chinese characters, which say "An
Upright Sprit of East Guangdong.”
The tomb itself is in the shape of
a taper, and before it stands an
official stone tablet inscribed in the
Ming Dynasty. Along an avenue
leading to the tomb are lines of
stone horses, lions and sheep. The
whole tomb area is shaded by pine
and coconut trees.
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The incorruptible official is buried at his hometown
of Hainan Province
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Li Zicheng and the Fall of the Ming Dynasty
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The late Ming Dynasty suffered from dark and corrupt politics due
to the fatuity and incompetence of emperors. Bureaucrats and landlords
forcibly seized large tracts of fertile lands, leaving many peasants landless,
but the government still imposed more tax burdens on them. Even
worse, natural disasters, including locusts and drought, further befell the

peasants, who had come to a critical point of endurance already. In this

e case, peasant uprisings were in the process of gestation rapidly all over

A portrait of Li Zicheng entering Beijing
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the country. In 1627, a large-scale uprising broke out in today's north
Shaanxi Province first, where the natural disasters were most serious.
The unrest spread throughout the country quickly, and tens of peasant
uprisings had emerged within a few years. Among these rebel peasant
armies, the strongest was led by Gao Yingxiang. After Gao's death, two
major rebel armies were formed: one was led by Zhang Xianzhong, and
the other by Li Zicheng.
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Li Zicheng (1606-1645) was a native of Mizhi, Shaanxi Province.
In 1630, he took part in an uprising in his hometown, and soon joined
Gao Yingxiang, rising rapidly to become a daring general under the
latter. With the death of Gao, Li was elected as a "King Pathbreaker,"
taking command of a swarm of rebel forces around present-day Henan
Province. At that time, Henan was one of areas most seriously stricken
by disasters. With the help of advisors, Li Zicheng came up with a
slogan for land reform and agricultural tax abolition, thus winning
the support of peasants in large numbers. A saying spread among the
people, which said to "slaughter oxen and sheep, and prepare wine
and soup; open the city gate to welcome the King Pathbreaker."
Li's army grew rapidly to become a million-strong force. In 1641, Li
Zicheng's army seized Luoyang, captured an enthroned prince alive
and executed him. Meanwhile, it confiscated the property of the prince
and distributed it among the people. In 1644, Li Zicheng established
a regime called Dashun in Xi'an. In the same year, he marched on to
Beijing. As the rebels entered the capital, Emperor Chongzhen, the
last Ming emperor, committed suicide by hanging himself on Coal Hill

(Jingshan), just behind the Forbidden City. In March the same year, Li
Zicheng's troops completely seized Beijing.

AEAK
The Qing Army Poured
Through Shanhai Pass
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In 1616, Nurhachi, leader
of the Jurchen (N U zhen) tribes,
established the Kin regime,
historically called "Later Kin." In
1626, Huangtaiji succeeded to the
throne, and changed the name of
Jurchen to Manchu in 1636; the
next year, he renamed the regime
Qing, and proclaimed himself an
emperor. In 1644, the Qing army
attacked the Shanhai Pass. Wu
Sangui, the general garrisoning the
pass, surrendered to the Qing army.
In October the same year, Emperor
Shunzhi of the Qing Dynasty moved
the capital from Shengjing (today's
Shenyang) to Beijing, commencing
his rule over the whole of China.
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The mausoleum of Li Zicheng, Tongshan County,
Hubei Province

2. Wik

Shanhai Pass

3. FEMATE, TEAMMKIER
Wtk R L E
Li Zicheng's Palace, Located in the Pan Long
Mountain in the North of Mizhi County in Yulin,
Shaanxi Province
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The peasant troops enforced strict military disciplines after they
entered Beijing. The Dashun regime ordered the aristocrats, bureaucrats
and rich families to surrender a great deal of riches, and punished a
group of flagitious high officials and eminent personages. The Dashun
regime controlled a vast area from south of the Great Wall to north of
the Huaihe River.
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At the news of Li Zicheng's entrance into Beijing, Dorgon,
the prince regent of the Qing Dynasty, which had been set up in
1636 by the united Manchu tribes of northeastern China, hurried to
lead an army southward, and subdued Wu Sangui, a general of the
Ming Dynasty who garrisoned the Shanhai Pass. Soon, Li Zicheng
commanded his peasant troops in person to fight both Wu Sangui and
the Qing Dynasty's armies, but was defeated. Li Zicheng had to retreat

from Beijing, continuing to fight around Henan, Shaanxi and other

places. In 1645, Li Zicheng was killed in battle at Mount Jiugong, in

present-day Hubei Province.
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Zheng Chenggong's Recovery of Taiwan
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Taiwan has been an inseparable part of

China since ancient times. It has beautiful

scenery and is rich in agricultural products.
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In 1624, Dutch colonialists started to gradually encroach on

Taiwan through trickery and bullying of the people in Taiwan. Unable
to endure their suppression and exploitation, the Taiwan people

constantly rose against the colonialists. But due

1. ARG

A statue of Zheng Chenggong
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Leading his armies across the Taiwan Straits,
Zheng Chenggong recovered Taiwan from the
Dutch colonialists

3. B E AL

Zheng Chenggong's Recovery of Taiwan

HRIMZ s P
Sketch Map of Zheng
Chenggong's Campaign to
Recover Taiwan

to their weakness in force, they failed to succeed.
So, Zheng Chenggong, a Ming general who was ;Emg
resisting the Qing Dynasty in the coastal area of IhengChenggeng'sa
southeastern China, resolved to drive the Dutch %

from Taiwan.
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A Brief History of China's
Administration of Taiwan
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In 230 AD, Sun Quan, ruler
of the State of Wu in the Three
Kingdoms Period, sent his envoy
Wei Wen to Taiwan.

In 607 AD, Emperor Yangdi of
the Sui Dynasty sent Zhu Kuan to
Taiwan to reassure the local people.

In 1292 AD, Kublai Khan,
Emperor Shizu of the Yuan Dynasty,
sent ministers to Taiwan to reassure
the local people.

In 1335 AD, the Yuan Dynasty
set up the Penghu Inspectorate as
the official administration of Taiwan.

In 1684 AD, the Qing Dynasty
set up the Taiwan Prefecture.
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In March 1661, the resisting forces, led personally by Zheng

Chenggong, set out from Jinmen, and landed in the Taiwan Island with

some Taiwan locals as their guides. At the news of Zheng Chenggong

and his army's arrival, the Taiwan people thronged to meet them.

When the Dutch heard the news, the Chinese army had come to

the island and the sea nearby, as if they had appeared from nowhere.

Zheng's army fought fierce battles with the Dutch colonialists, besieging

them in Chiqian (today's Tainan City) and cutting
off their water supply. Refusing a huge bribe from
the Dutch commander, Zheng forced the enemy
to surrender, and expelled the Dutch from Taiwan
once and for all in 1662.
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The recovery of Taiwan was a great victory
for the Chinese people in their resistance to colonial

invaders. For this, Zheng Chenggong became a

national hero.
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The Golden Age of Three Emperors
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The reigns of the Qing emperors Kangxi (r.1661-1722),
Yongzheng (r.1722-1735) and Qianlong (r.1735-1796) marked a period

of unprecedented prosperity both politically and economically, and are

known as "Kang-Qian Heyday" to historians.
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Kangxi enjoyed the longest reign in Chinese history, and was the
most enlightened emperor of the Qing Dynasty, whose political and

military achievements had almost no equal among emperors.
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A portrait of Emperor Kangxi
2. %58 (FHESFLEERAEN
77 )

The throne room of the Qianqing Palace, where
Qing emperors hangdled state affairs
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The Surface of the Qianqing Palace
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Sketch Map of the Qing Dynasty's Territory in its Heyday
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Kangxi was still a child when he ascended to the throne in 1661. It
was a time when the rule of the Qing Dynasty was still not consolidated
yet. People still loyal to the previous Ming Dynasty attempted to
overthrow the Qing and restore the rule of Ming. In short, the situation
was menacing. In order to solve these conflicts and take control of the
situation, Kangxi appointed Han officials, instituted Confucianism as
the State ideology and enthusiastically promoted Han culture among
the ruling Manchu class. He advocated the compilation of the Kangxs
Dictionary, and dispatched Jesuits to survey the surrounding territory,

drawing up the first map of China based on an on-site survey.
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Kangxi also attached importance to the restoration of agricultural
production. He adopted a series of measures to lighten the burden on the
peasants, so that prosperity rapidly returned to the countryside. He often

traveled around, learning about the conditions of the people, and expressed

concern for their suffering.
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Shang Kexi) was put down,
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separatist activities in Mongolia and Tibet were stamped out, and the
control of Taiwan was wrested from Zheng Chenggong's descendants.
In addition, the encroachment from tsarist Russia was halted through
two fights, and the intactness of territory of the Qing Dynasty was
guaranteed. Kangxi thus made great contributions to the territorial
integrity of the country. During his reign, the society and economy
developed, and the people lived a stable life.
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Emperor Yongzheng proved himself a worthy successor to

Kangxi's policies, although he did not reign for long. He took actions
against corrupt officials, attached importance to the appointment of
talented and upright people, and emphasized practicality, which resulted
in the steady and sustainable development of society and economy
of the Qing Dynasty. Emperor Qianlong was a son of Emperor
Yongzheng, and succeeded to the throne in 1735. Qianlong encouraged
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he modulated the intense relations between the central government and BRMEUE
The Dalai and Panchen

Lamas
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In 1653, the Qing government
officially recognized the fifth Dalai
Lama as the supreme head of
Tibetan Buddhism, and in 1713, it
recognized the fifth Panchen Lama,
granting him a golden seal and
formally confirming his position.
From that time on, both the Dalai
and Panchen lamas had to be
confirmed by the central authority.

peasants to cultivate waste lands, organized migrants for agricultural

production, and made several attempts to lighten their tax burden. Also,
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A portrait of Emperor Yongzheng

2. BB 8 B AR S ED
The golden seal the Qing government granted the
fifth Dalai Lama

3. FREREFAE A BIEME E
The imperial edict the Emperor Kangxi recognized
the fifth Panchen Lama

4. RIEEFHH

A portrait of Emperor Qianlong

5. Atk R EIA £ E
The fifth Dalai Lama went to Beijing to pay
respects to the Emperor Shunzhi

local landlords and bureaucrats
during the reign of Emperor
Yongzheng, punished the
cliques of corrupt officials to
improve the bureaucracy, put
down the rebellion of Hui
nobles, carried out a political
and religious reform to
strengthen the administration
of Tibet, and put an end
to the separatist regimes of
minority ethnic groups in
southwest China. All such
measures helped shape the
territory of modern China,
and pushed the development
of the unitary multi-ethnic
country to a new stage.
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During Qianlong's reign, the Qing Dynasty witnessed economic

development and rapid population growth. It was a time of its

efflorescence.
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Great Scientists and Scientific Works

FHEM (FENR)

Li Shizhen and His Bencao Gangmu (Compendium of
Materia Medlica)
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Li Shizhen (1518-1593), a famous physician and pharmacologist

of the Ming Dynasty, came from a long line of doctors in present-day
Qichun, Hubei Province, and began to devote himself to the art of
healing at the age of 24, curing many difficult and complicated cases.
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Li Shizhen had read an abundance of medical books coming

down from the ancient times. Noticing that the classical works on
medicine contained many mistakes and obscurities, he determined
to write a definitive material medica. Devoted to this ideal, Li
Shizhen read more medical works, and paid attention to on-site

investigation and herb collection. After nearly three decades of
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A portrait of Li Shizhen
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A copy of Li Shizhen's Compendiium of Matenia

3. (REEH)

Encyclopedia of Agriculture

Al
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work, he finally completed the book Bencao Gangmu (Compendium
of Materia Medica) at the age of 60. The book contains details of over
1,800 kinds of herbs and other medicinal materials, 10,000 prescriptions
and over 1,000 illustrations, with more than 370 new kinds of officinal
materials which had not been mentioned before. It exceeded any other
contemporary books in the world in the classification of plants, and was
a scientific summary of the traditional Chinese medicine of its time.
Today, it has been translated into several major languages, and is praised

as the "great classic of Oriental medicines."

BERT (RB2H)
Xu Guanggqi and His Encyclopedia of Agriculture
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Xu Guanggqi (1562-1633), a native of Shanghai, was a scientist of
the Ming Dynasty. Once studying astronomy, mathematics and the art
of firearm making under an Italian missionary Matteo Ricci, he made
great contributions both to the introduction of Western natural science
into China and to the development of science in China, including

agriculture, astronomy and mathematics.
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The Encyclopedia of Agriculture is a work about scientific
agriculture. In the book, Xu Guangqi employed a scientific method to
summarize the traditional techniques of China, including farming tools,
soil, water conservation, fertilization and so forth. Also, he introduced
the water conservation techniques in Europe. The book contains

illustration, commentaries and explanatory notes. With rich contents, it

has been known as an encyclopedia of agriculture in ancient China.

REEfM (XIFM)
Song Yingxing and His Exploitation of the Works of
Nature
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Song Yingxing (1587-1666), born in Jiangxi, was a
scientist of the late Ming Dynasty. Among the many books
he wrote, the Exploitation of the Works of Nature was
the most influential. It was a summary of the agricultural

and handicraft techniques of the Ming Dynasty, covering

almost every aspect of contemporary social and economic
life, and reflecting the level of social development at that time. It has
been renowned as "an encyclopedia of craftwork of China in the 17th

century."

®REEW (REFEIHL)
Xu Xiake and His Xu Xiake's Travels
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Xu Xiake (1586-1641), born in Jiangsu, was an eminent traveler
and geographer of the 17th century. Puzzled by conflicting references
in books of geography, history and travels, he decided to investigate for

himself. From the age of 22, Xu Xiake spent more than three decades
travelling all over China, until the year of his death.
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He recorded his observations in his Xu Xiake's Travels, a form
of diaries. The book is still of great importance for the study of China's

landforms, hydrology, distribution of animals and plants, mineral

resources, etc.

1. (RIFHH) HEIZE

An illnustration of a loom in the Exploitation of
the Works of Nature

2. HEERK

A statue of Xu Xiake
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Four Great Classical Novels

1. BRPE

A statue of Luo Guanzhong

2. FERE] ( =X ) RIS
A still of the TV show the Romance of the Three
Kingdoms
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Literary creation flourished during
the Ming and Qing dynasties, and it was
in this period that the four great Chinese
classical novels were written, namely, the
Romance of the Three Kingdoms, the
Outlaws of the Marsh, the Journey to the
West and A Dream of Red Mansions.
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The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms, originally named the Popular
Historical Novel Based on a Folk Version
of the Records of the Three Kingdoms, is a
renowned historical novel. Luo Guanzhong,
the author of this book, based his novel
on both folk tales and historical records
of the conflicts between the kingdoms of
Wei, Shu and Wu (220-265), established
by Cao Cao, Liu Bei and Sun Quan, respectively. Written in the early

Ming Dynasty, it was the first historical novel in the form of captioned

chapters to appear in China.
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The Outlaws of the Marsh, which occurred almost at the same
time as the Romance of the Three Kingdoms, was written by Shi
Nai'an. It is based on the folk tales following a band of rebels led by
Song Jiang at the close of the Northern Song Dynasty. The novel is
themed with "mass revolts caused by oppressive officials." It describes
108 heroes and heroines, discloses official corruption and feudal
oppression, and eulogizes the daring deeds of the heroes and heroines

who eliminated tyrants and
appeased kind people.
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BATE ( CokirE) )
Wu Song Fights with the Tiger (Outiaws of the
Mearsty)

. TEMIRELR

A statue of Shi Nai'an

. RABIR

A portrait of Wu Cheng'en

. PR EEiFT ) RIRR

Astill of the TV series Jourmey to the West

- HHEARFRAZIMESHES
Image of the Great Sage Equalling Heavens Sun
Wukong in traditional opera

BRI, ﬁ%ﬁﬁ/, wEAD, EiEE AR %’%ﬁ%
N

The Journey to the West, authored by Wu Cheng'en of the
Ming Dynasty, is a mixture of the true story of a Tang Dynasty monk

who made a perilous overland trip to India to fetch the Buddhist

scriptures, and the pertinent folklore based on

it. The novel tells how Sun Wukong, the

"Monkey King," who once created a tremendous

uproar in the Heaven Palace, escorts his master, the Monk of Tang, to
fetch Buddhist scriptures from the Western Heaven. According to the
novel, they experienced 81 tests on the journey before finally obtaining
the authentic scriptures. The novel features rich imagination, wonderful
stories and vivid language. It is a renowned mythic full-length novel of
China.
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A Dream of Red Mansions, also named A Tale of
the Rock, has 120 chapters, of which the first 80 were
written by Cao Xueqin, and the remaining 40 by Gao
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E. With the tragic love story of Jia

1 Baoyu and Lin Daiyu as the main

theme, the novel describes the decline of four feudal noble families,
especially that of the Jia family. The novel discloses the illness of feudal
rulers, and reveals the doomed fate of feudal dynasties. It is the best
paragon for the combination of artistic accomplishment and literary
themes among all classical full-length novels in ancient China, and a

masterpiece of realistic literature of China.
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The Four Great Classical Novels and other outstanding works

during this period reflected the social reality of that time.
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(MEER)
Bizarre Stories from a
Chinese Studio
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This work is a collection of
fantastic stories collected and
edited by Pu Songling, a native of
today's Zibo, Shandong Province,
who lived during the reign of
Emperor Kangxi. Most of these
strange tales reflect the social reality
of the era, satirizing the corruption
of officialdom, uncovering the dark
side of the imperial civil examination
system, eulogizing true love
between young men and women,
and praising the rebellious spirit of
the laboring people.
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A portrait of Cao Xuegin
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A still of the TV show A Dream of the Red
Mansions
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The Grand View of Garden (Partial)

4. 5FIME (IIHER) Fia

Manuscript of Pu Songling's Bizarre Stories from
a Chinese Studlo
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Introduction
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1. B SFRE

The Relief of the Nanchang Uprising
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In the late 1830s, Britain took the lead to complete the Industrial Revolution, becaming the most
powerful capitalist country at that time. As a part of its efforts to expand the markets for its industrial
products and to secure more sources of industrial raw materials, Britain launched a war against China — the
Opium War — in which China was defeated and was forced to sign unequal treaties, including the 7reary
of Nanking. From that time on, China's sovereignty and territorial integrity were continually ravaged, and
China began to sink to the level of a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country. So historians regard 1840 as
the beginning of China's modern history, and the following 110 years as the history of modern China.
During the century following the Opium War, imperialist powers launched aggressive wars against China
one after another, constantly destroying the sovereignty and territorial integrity of China. Meanwhile, lots
of resistance movements emerged, such as that of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, the Reform Movement
of 1898 and the Yihetuan (Boxer) Movement. Among all these movements, the most significant were
the Revolution of 1911 led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, which overthrew the 2,000-year-old autocratic feudal
monarchy and established the Republic of China; the May Fourth Movement of 1919, which laid
groundwork for the founding of the
Chinese Communist Party (CPC);
and the establishment of CPC, which
brought about a new situation to the

revolution of China.
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Under the leadership of CPC
and Mao Zedong, the Chinese
people finally liberated China from
imperialist oppression and overthrew
the rule of Kuomintang in the
mainland of China in 1949. This
signifies the end of the semi-colonial
and semi-feudal history of China

and the victory of a democratic

revolution.
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Lin Zexu's Destroying Opium at Humen
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On June 3, 1839, a seashore in Humen, Guangdong Province
was piled with boxes, where tens of thousands of onlookers excitedly

anticipated...
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The boxes were full of a drug called opium. People easily became

addicted to it, and an addict would become physically and spiritually

weak, withering to skin and bones. Opium addicts were vividly called
"Ghosts of Opium." From the early 19th century, Britain and other
Western countries began to smuggle opium into China. In
less than four decades, the number of China's opium addicts
had reached over two million. Opium brought huge profits
to British merchants, but caused harm to China. It not only
damaged the Chinese people's health, but also drained China
of silver, weakening the economy of the country. Moreover,
the morale and strength of the army were also harmed with

the rise of opium addiction in the ranks.
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Facing this serious
situation, ministers of the Qing
Dynasty, one of whom was Lin
Zexu (1785-1850), reported to
Emperor Daoguang repeatedly,

3

asking to severely forbid opium. In 1839, the emperor finally took
action, dispatching Lin Zexu to Guangzhou to implement the banning
both of opium smoking and the opium trade.
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People in Qing Dynasty Smoking Opium
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The Relief of Destruction of Opium at Humen
&l?;r?:zr:;\eg;ﬁr?e Frepies Heress e Atfter his arrival at Guangzhou, Lin ordered opium traders to
surrender all their opium and promise they would forever cease
smuggling it. At first, the foreign opium traders refused to surrender
their opium, and some even tried to flee, but were recaptured it.
Lin dispatched troops to besiege the business houses of the British,
withdrew Chinese employees out of the business houses, and cut off the
business houses' supply of water and food. These actions caused great
inconvenience to the foreign opium traders and their supporters. Lin
declared, "I will not leave until opium is completely removed. I swear I
will stick it out!" The disillusioned opium traders had to surrender their
opium, totaling 1,100,000 kg in over 20,000 boxes all together.
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Lin Zexu had the confiscated opium piled up on the seashore at
Humen and destroyed it. Starting on June 3, 1839, it took 23 days to
complete the destruction of the drug. For his bold action, Lin Zexu

became a national hero in modern Chinese history.
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The First Opium War
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Because of the high profits of the opium trade, both British traders
and the British government were greatly benefited. So, Lin Zexu's
destruction of the opium stocks in Guangzhou brought huge losses to

Britain, which, in June 1840, dispatched 48 warships equipped with

540 cannons to the coast of Guangdong, launching the First Opium

War against China.
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1. R RER

A portrait of Guan Tianpei

2. B & E
Sea Battle of the Opium War

3. (MREN) EEMAERHIETF
HIE R
The Jinghai Temple in Nanjing, where the
Treaty of Nanking was signed
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Under the command of
Lin Zexu, both the army and
the people of Guangzhou had
made abundant preparations
for the war, and repelled the
British fleet, which then turned
northward along the coast,
captured Dinghai in Zhejiang
Province, and reached Tianjin

in August. Emperor Daoguang

became panic-stricken, and
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Sketch Map of the Opium Wars
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the Qing court
dismissed Lin
Zexu so that the
British troops

retreated.
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In January 1841, the British army forcibly occupied
the Hong Kong Island, and the Qing government was
forced to declare a war as it sent a senior minister named
Yishan to Guangzhou to command the Chinese army.
In February, the British troops bombarded Humen
emplacements, and Guan Tianpei, a garrisoning general,
fought back bravely despite a lack of reinforcements.
After the Chinese fort in Humen fell, the defenders,
under General Guan Tianpei, engaged the enemy with
swords, but were overwhelmed and slaughtered at the
end. The British army then attacked Guangzhou, and
Yishan was such a coward that he raised a white flag in

surrender.
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Modern China
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The British then turned their

attention to other parts of the coast,
attacking several places in Zhejiang
Province, including Dinghai,
Zhenhai and Ningbo. The
patriotic army and civilians
along the Zhejiang coast
desperately fought back,
but due to outdated weapons,
inexperienced officers and
corrupt court officials, the
Chinese army suffered one
defeat after another. In June
1842, the British troops
attacked the Wusong
Fort in Shanghai, and
General Chen Huacheng
commanded his men to
meet the enemy head-
on although he was in

his late 60s already. He
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Hong Kong— A Pearl of the
Oriental
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Today's Hong Kong consists
of the Hong Kong Island, Kowloon
and the New Territories. Belonging
to Fanyu County, Nanhai Prefecture
during the Qin Dynasty, and
to Xin'an County, Guangdong
Province in the Qing Dynasty, it has
been a part of the territory of China
since remote antiquity. Having been
defeated in the First Opium War,
the Qing government was forced
to cede the Hong Kong Island to
Britain. After the Second Opium War
in 1860, the Qing government was
coerced again to cede the Kowloon
Peninsula to Britain. In 1898, Britain
forcibly rented northern Kowloon
and the New Territories, for a lease
term of 99 years. In 1997, China
took back its sovereignty over the
whole Hong Kong area.
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In August 29, 1842, Qing government was
forced to sign Nanjing Treaty
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Museum of Opium War, Humen, Guangdong
Province, exhibits statues of soldiers killed in
wars

1 i S i
Sea Battle of the Opium War
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Hongkong during the Opium Wars
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was wounded in several places, with his clothes totally soaked in blood,
but still he held his commanding banner to lead the battle until he died.
After the fall of the Wusong Fort, the British troops invaded westwards
along the Yangtze River, and reached Nanjing in August. The Qing
court surrendered in haste, and signed the humiliating "7reaty of
Nanking.” Under the terms of the treaty, China was to pay 21 million
silver dollars in reparations; cede the Hong Kong Island to Britain; and
open the cities of Guangzhou, Shanghai, Xiamen, Fuzhou and Ningbo
as trading ports. The "Treaty of Nanking" was the first unequal treaty
that the Qing court was forced to sign with foreign invaders, and it
marked the start of China's decline to the status of a semi-colonial and

semi-feudal country.
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The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
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Following China's disastrous defeats in the Opium

War, the Qing Dynasty became more corrupt than ever,
and the misery and poverty of the populace increased. In
1843, Hong Xiuquan, under the influence of Christianity,
set up a religious organization called the God Worship
Society, which advocated human equality and called for
the overthrow of the Qing rulers. The new group quickly
gathered adherents. On January 11, 1851, Hong Xiuquan
put himself at the head of a peasant revolt, which broke
out in Jintian Village, Guiping County, in the present-day
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, and declared the
establishment of the "Taiping Heavenly Kingdom (Taiping
Tianguo)".
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KPR HEsEhESE
Sketch Map of the Taiping

Heavenly Kingdom Movement

¥ AFREELBS
Site of Hong Xiuquan's uprising
—> AEENEHEERLTEEE
Taiping army’s march to Nanjing
from Jintian \illage
—> Itk ERRE
The route of the northern expedition
—> FHtE%
The routr of the western expedition
= BLEREGEDIME
The areas of God Worshipping Activities
D ATFEFEFHIHE
The main areas of the Taiping army's vpearations
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A statue of Hong Xiuquan

2. IRRERM KR
The major hall of the Heavenly King's
Mansion in the Presidential House of Nanjing

3. K TEXREMAHI( XABEHE)
The Land Reform Policy of Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom
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The Taiping army quickly grew to hundreds of thousands,
and was successful in battle wherever it went. In March 1853, the
Taipings occupied Nanjing, and made the city their capital, changing
its name to Tianjing (Heavenly Capital). There, the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom proclaimed its policy of land reform, whose central content
was to achieve an ideal society here on earth, where all the people

would "share land, food, clothing and money. There will not be

inequality and nobody
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;E cold." The Taiping army,
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In August 1856, however, a bloody power struggle happened

B A st T i

within the leadership of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in Tianjing
when it had just reached its summit. This incident weakened the
Taipings, and the Qing government took advantage of this situation.
Local militias, especially the Xiang Army led by Zeng Guofan, turned
out to be the most threatening enemy and began to counterattack.
Hong Xiuquan promoted some young generals such as Chen Yucheng
and Li Xiucheng, attempting to improve the situation. Such measures
were effective to a certain extent, but still unable to change the doomed
fate of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdoms. In late 1863, the Xiang army
began to besiege Tianjing. On June 3, 1864, Hong Xiuquan died of
illness, and in July Tianjing fell. This large-scaled peasant uprising,

which lasted nearly 14 years, was finally quashed.
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Defeating the "Foreign
Musketeers Squad™
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In 1860, the Taiping army, led
by Li Xiucheng, occupied Qingpu
near Shanghai. F. T. Ward, an
American serving with the Qing
forces, organized a "Foreign
Musketeers Squad" in an attempt
to recover Qingpu. The Taiping
army routed the attackers, killing
six or seven hundred musketeers
and seizing over 2,000 rifles and
a dozen cannons. Ward himself
narrowly escaped after he was
seriously wounded.

1. BEHER

The portrait of Zeng Guofan

2. ARAFREXREMRE

The stone boat in the royal palace of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in Nanjing
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The Second Opium War

U ST T hEE
PR T B IR RS
P 1854 4, DASRIEAGNE, 5. RAMR
o TR B (ERAN) B
RIE BT AP35 S5
EH ORI B E46 5, 1856 45 10 H,
SRR, AR E) T
WA

The First Opium War had broken the gate into China, but

1

western countries were not satisfied with what they had grabbed from
China. In 1854, a British envoy, together with French and American
envoys, asked the Qing government to revise the 7reaty of Nanking,
open the whole territory of China, and legalize opium trade, etc. After
their unreasonable demands were turned down, Britain and France
organized an allied army and waged the Second Opium War against
China in October 1856.
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In December 1857, the British-French allied army seized
Guangzhou. The next year, the enemy marched on northwards, and
captured the Dagu Forts in Tianjin. In this case, Emperor Xianfeng
hurried to send envoys to Tianjin for negotiation, and the Qing
government was forced to sign the 7reaty of Tianjin with the invaders.
In this treaty, the Qing government mainly promised to allow foreign

envoys to station themselves in Beijing, open more trading ports,

1.1858 FREBKEA XK OME

Ey permit foreigners to spread religious faith in the inland of China, and
The British-French landing at the Dagu pay reparations to the invaders.
Forts in 1858
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In June 1859, the British army forcibly removed the defense

facility leading from Dagu pass to Tianjin, and the garrison at the Dagu
Forts rose up to fight back. After a fierce battle lasting one day and one
night, they sank four enemy ships, and killed or wounded more than

500 enemies. The invaders fled helter-skelter.
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In August 1860, the British-French allied army launched a new

attack and captured Dagu Forts and Tianjin after they reinforced their
troops, and marched on Beijing, the capital of the Qing Dynasty. In
haste, Emperor Xianfeng fled to Rehe (today's Chengde City, Hebei
Province), and arranged his younger brother Yixin, with a title Prince
Gong, to stay in Beijing. On October 6, the allied army captured

Beijing and burned down the Winter Palace.

FEZE——IERE
The Winter Palace —The
Garden of Gardens
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The Winter Palace used to be
the largest imperial garden of the
Qing Dynasty. Originally built in
1707, and expanded and improved
through over one century, it formed
“the garden of gardens," a collection
of scenery in the country.
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In 1860, the British—French
allied troops broke into the Winter
Palace, wantonly looting treasures
in the palace. They carried the
treasure that they could, and
destroyed anything they could not.
In order to conceal their crimes,
they set the palace on fire. The fire
burned for three days and nights,
and the Winter Palace burned down
to the ground.

%, B TTEHME BRERE
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Even today, numberless
exquisite cultural relics plundered
from the Winter Palace are
scattered in every corner of the
world.
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The British-French allied army captured the
Dagu Forts
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The original appearance of the Hall of
National Peace in the Winter Palace
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Ruins of the Winter Palace

EFESE (%3 )
The head of a carved animal belonging to
the Winter Palace(model)
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In September 1860, Yixin negotiated with the representatives of
Britain and France, and signed the 7reaty of Berjing. In this treaty, the
Qing government ceded Kowloon to Britain, added Tianjin to the list
of opened trading ports, and increased the amounts of reparations both

to Britain and France. In November the same year, the British-French

allied army withdrew from Beijing, and the Second Opium War came

to an end.
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The Westernization Movement
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After the defeat in the Second Opium War, some relatively

enlightened high officials and military officers of the Qing government
coined a slogan: "learn from the strength of barbarians." In other
words, they intended to defuse the humiliation and save the dynasty
by learning and adopting advanced Western science and technology
and developing the national industries of China. Those officials and
Guofan,

officers were known as "Westernizers," among whom Zeng

Li Hongzhang, Zuo Zongtang and Zhang Zhidong were the most

outstanding. From the 1860s to the 1890s, these "Westernizers"

launched the "Westernization Movement" from the top to the bottom.
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ESIREKRAMZEIR

Yixin, the representative of "Westernizers"

CESRRRAEBE

Li Hongzhang, the representative of
"Westernizers"

ESRKRAMKZ R

Zhang Zhidong, the representative of
"Westernizers"

ESRRRAMERE

Zuo Zongtang, the representative of
"Westernizers"
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The site of Fuzhou Shipyard
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This war lasted from 1883
to 1885, caused by France's
invasion into Vietnam and later
aggression against China. In the
beginning of the war, the Qing
army suffered a string of defeats,
and the French troops pushed the
frontline from northern Vietnam to
Taiwan and Penghu areas along
the southeastern coast of China.
In October 1884, the French army
attacked Jilong and marched on
Taibei. Both the Qing army and local
civilians resisted strongly, frustrating
the French army's attempt to
capture Taiwan. In 1885, the
French troops invaded the border
of Guangxi. Feng Zicai, an aged
general of the Qing army, bravely
fought back, and heavily defeated
the enemy at the Zhennan Pass.
However, the Qing government
sought to make peace with France,
and signed the humiliating Sino—
French Treaty. This treaty admitted
France's right to the protection of
Vietnam, promised that China set
up trading ports and opened trade
along the borders between China
and Vietnam. From then on, the
gate to the southwestern territory
of China was opened, and Yunnan,
Guangxi and Guangzhou bay area
fell under the control of France.
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With the slogans of "s
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elf-improvement" and "prosperity,"

the "Westernizers" set up modcrn military and civilian industries
in succession, including the Anqing Internal Arsenal, the Jiangnan
Machinery Factory, the Fuzhou Shipyard, the Shipping Investment-
Inviting Bureau in Shanghai, the Hanyang Iron Plant in Hubei, and the
Hubei Textile Bureau.

and exchanges between China and foreign countries, the Westernizers

In order to meet the demands in the contacts

established the first new-style school in 1862, namely the Jingshi
Tongwenguan (Capital Foreign Languages School). Later, they went
on to establish some technological and military schools outside Beijing.
These schools trained the first group of talents of modern China in
and science and

the fields of translation, diplomacy, military affairs,

technology.
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The Westernization Movement, whose essence was the learning
of western technology, resulted in the first group of modern enterprises
in China. Some weapons and powder made in China had caught up
with the advanced world's level, and the cotton cloth woven in China
sold well in southwest China, and even in foreign countries. However,
most enterprises in the Westernization Movement were funded by the
Qing court, and suffered from corrupt and backwards management, low
economic benefits and poor product quality. In 1894, the Northern
Fleet, which Li Hongzhang had painstakingly worked on for many
years, was totally destroyed in the Sino-Japanese War, which sounded

the death knell of the Westernization Movement.

1. bisRiEER

Shanghai Shipping Investment-Inviting
Bureau

2. FIME IR

Jingshi Tongwenguan (Capital Foreign
Languages School)

EREMSHE
Zuo Zongtang's Recovering
Xinjiang
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Supported by Britain and
Russia, Mohammad Yaqub Beg,
a general from mid-Asia, invaded
Xinjiang in 1865. Zuo Zongtang
went on an expedition in 1876.
With the support of multi-ethnic
peoples, he spent two years
totally annihilating the aggressive
troops. Zuo Zongtang's recovering
Xinjiang was an important military
and diplomatic victory of the Qing
government in the second half of
the 19th century.
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The Sino-Japanese War of 1894
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Sea Battle of the Sino-Japanese War

o H VR B SR Ik
Sketch Map of the Sino-
Japanese War of 1894
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After the Meiji Restoration, which started in 1868, Japan
experienced a rapid development of capitalism, and its strength
increased greatly. Henceforth, it became increasingly ambitious for
the expansion of its territory by means of aggression. In 1894, Japan
dispatched an army to the Korean Peninsula, and took by surprise the

Chinese ships carrying troops to defend the Korean king. The Sino-

Japanese War of 1894 thus broke out.
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At the beginning of the war,
the Qing army fought the Japanese

i » i forces at Pyongyang. The Qing army
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was defeated, and the Japanese forces

occupied Pyongyang. The battlefield

grhagg | o
& JiLoe YVashan \ - then shifted into the territory of China
I -
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On the morning of September 17, 1894, under the command of
Ding Ruchang and Liu Buchan, 10 warships from China's Northern
Fleet engaged 12 Japanese warships in the Yellow Sea. Despite a larger
number and stronger force of the enemy, most officers and men of the
Chinese navy fought bravely. When the warship "Zhiyuan" ran out of
ammunition, its captain, Deng Shichang, tried to ram a Japanese ship.
The Zhiyuan was torpedoed and sank, and all its 200 officers and men
died heroically. Lin Yongsheng, captain of the warship "Jingyuan",
also fought alongside his men to the last
moment of his life. In the fierce fight,
which lasted several hours, the Northern
Fleet suffered a heavy loss, but its major
force survived. The Japanese warships
were also seriously stricken.
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The Taiwan People's
Struggle Against the
Japanese
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Following the signing of the
"Treaty of Shimonoseki," the people
of Taiwan organized to fight the
Japanese invaders and refused
to be put under Japan's control.
Led by Liu Yongfu and Xu Xiang,
soldiers and civilians resisted the
Japanese invaders for over half
a year, killing and injuring more
than 30,000 Japanese soldiers.
Although the Japanese invaders
finally captured Taiwan due to their
strong forces, the Taiwan people
never stopped their resistance in
the following decades. In 1945,
in accordance with the Potsdam

Proclamation, Taiwan, which had
been occupied for nearly half a
century by the Japanese, was
returned to China.
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BB AT IRERS
A statue of Ding Ruchang, the famous
general of the Sino-Japanese War

-RFREBRNHE

Great general in the Sino-Japanese War
Deng Shichang

B EBEXSYE
Great general in the Sino-Japanese War
Liu Buchan

Lk “BuzS” BR
Officers and soldiers of warship "Zhiyuan" of
Northern Fleet

CWERBEB N BEE

The casemate on Liugong Island, Weihai,
Shandong Province

. A B LRI E X E

Anti-Japanese Army of the Gaoshan
Nationalities in Taiwan

HEERIRFZARPETR

Massacre of cicilians by the Japanses army
in Lushun

JEHEERMAERAXE

The Taiwan's anti-Japanese soldiers
slaughtered by Japanese Army
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Attempting to preserve its warships, the Qing navy after the battle
in the Yellow Sea obstinately clung to the Weihaiwei military port
instead of meeting the enemy head-on. The Japanese forces, however,
captured Dalian and Lii shun in succession. After an appalling massacre
in Lii shun, they marched on the Weihaiwei military port both from
sea and on land. The Northern Fleet had to do everything in its
power to resist in a passive position. After more than ten days of fierce
fighting, the Chinese navy was driven to the last ditch. Ding Ruchang
committed suicide in the name of the country, and Liu Buchan killed

himself after he sank his own ship in case it was captured by the enemy.

The Northern Fleet was wiped out.
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In January 1895, the Sino-
Japanese War ended, with
the Qing Dynasty suing for
peace. China and Japan signed
the "7Treaty ot Shimonoseki,”
according to which China had
to pay Japan 200 million taels
(unit of weight) of silver as war
reparations and to cede the
Liaodong Peninsula and Taiwan

to Japan. This war accelerated the

semi-colonization of China.
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The Reform Movement of 1898
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In 1895, when the

1 news reached Beijing that the
"Treaty of Shimonoseki” had been signed, Kang Youwei, who was
taking the imperial civil examinations at that time in Beijing, rallied
over 1,300 examinees to submit a petition to Emperor Guangxu,
opposing the peace treaty with Japan and demanding a political reform.
Although the petition never reached the emperor, the influence of the

attempt at reform was quickly expanded.
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Kang Youwei argued that China's perilous situation had resulted
from its corrupt bureaucracy and backward ideology. After his
submission of the petition to the emperor, he and his student Liang
Qichao started newspapers and organized the Qiangxue (Learn-to-be-
Strong) Society to press for political reform.
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2.

3.
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NKEEFH (1871—1908 )

A portrait of Emperor Guangxu (1871-1908 AD)
ER[E (1865—1898 )

Tan Sitong (18651898 AD)

RAH (1858—1927 )

Kang Youwei (1858-1927 AD)

REAE (1873—1929)
Liang Qichao (1873-1929 AD)

5.1895 4F 8 A 17 HAEFRIRTIC T

E AR ) EALREIT], X2 4R
IR AR E— R T, FEA
(shatiE )

The Reformers started the newspaper
Wan Kwoh Kung Pao in Beijing in August
17, 1895, which is the first newspaper the
reformers published, changing to News in
China and Foreign Countries then

YA TR AT B A A AR AR T
The newspapers and journals started in the
period of the reform movement
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In 1898, the year Wuxu by the Chinese lunar calendar, Emperor
Guangxu finally decided to put reformers in important positions in the
government, and to carry out reform measures all over the country. The
main contents of the reform were: the overhaul of the old institutions;
the protection, encouragement and rewards for industry and commerce;
the introduction of modern educational methods; the abolition of the
imperial civil examination system; and the wholesale introduction to

Western science, technology and culture.
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These proposed changes alarmed and infuriated conservatives,
represented by Empress Dowager Cixi, who was to dethrone Emperor
Guangxu. The reformers hoped to enlist the support of Yuan Shikai,
a powerful general and minister, but Yuan saw danger looming, and
refused to lend his support. Cixi masterminded a palace coup, putting
Emperor Guangxu under house arrest, and meanwhile arrested the
reformers. Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao fled abroad. However, Tan
Sitong, another important reformer, who had the chance to escape,
refused to do so. He said, "There cannot be reform without blood. In
China, no one has shed blood for the reform; that's why our country
is still poor and weak. Now, let me be the first to give his life for the
reform." Before long, Tan Sitong, Kang Guangren and four other
leading reformers were executed. They are known to history as the "Six

Gentlemen of Wuxu."
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The Reform Movement lasted for only 103 days, and so it is also

called the "Hundred Days Reform."

1. BEXER

A portrait of Empress Dowager Cixi
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Empress Dowager Cixi
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Empress Dowager Cixi (1835—
1908) used to be a concubine
of Emperor Xianfeng. In 1861,
Emperor Xianfeng died, and
six—year—old Emperor Tongzhi
succeeded to the throne. As the
young emperor's mother, Empress
Dowager Cixi sat behind a screen
when the child was "holding court,"
and wielded the actual power
of the throne. In 1875, Emperor
Tongzhi died of illness, and was
succeeded by five-year-old
Emperor Guangxu. The state power
remained in the hands of Cixi.
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The Yihetuan (Boxer) Movement and the
Aggression by Eight Powers' Allied Army
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Yihetuan members
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After the Opium 1

Wars, foreign missionaries relied on the privileges granted by the
unequal treaties, forcibly grabbing a large number of lands and houses
and going all out to extend the influence of the church in China. Any
time conflicts arose between believers and civilians in China, they
unconditionally showed partiality to their believers, in defiance of
the Chinese law. The rivalry between foreign churches and Chinese

civilians became increasingly testy.
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In 1898, an anti-church and anti-aggression movement known as
Yihetuan (Society of Righteousness and Harmony) arose in Shandong
Province as a development of folk martial arts groups Yihequan. The
Yihetuan was ruthlessly suppressed by the Qing army. In 1900, the
Yihetuan marched on Beijing, and rapidly grew in numbers. Empress
Dowager Cixi was afraid that the further oppression of the Yihetuan
would endanger her regime, and meanwhile attempted to exploit it
against foreign forces. Hence, she pretended to give her recognition

to the Yihetuan as a patriotic movement, and the Yihetuan entered

Beijing and Tianjin in succession.
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The development of the Yihetuan movement caused panic

among foreign forces. At first, they compelled the Qing government
to suppress it. But later, when they found that the Qing government
had lost its control over the situation, they decided to dispatch troops
to quash the movement themselves. In June 1900, an allied army
formed by eight countries, namely Britain, the United States, Germany,
France, Tsarist Russia, Japan, Italy and Austria, marched on Beijing.
The Qing government declared war on these powers. But due to the
hesitation of the Qing government, and the loose organization and

backwards combating ways and weapons of the Yihetuan, the occupant

1. ECRE LB\ ERE
The Eight-Power Allied Forces marched
toward Beijing

2. BEfERBRBIEHE, {RIBE
HEENHISE@E
Yangliuging New Year Paintings of
publicizing the abolishment of Imperial
Civil Examination and advocating the
establishment of new-style schools

3. LT ERRTI SRS (/AR )
The imperial edict that Emperor Guangxu's
abolishing the Imperial Examinations
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troops defeated the
combined Qing
and Yihetuan
forces, and Beijing
fell into the hands
of the foreign allies
in August the same
year. Empress

Dowager Cixi,
taking Emperor T i, s i ,
Guangxu with her, fled to Xi'an.
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In order to sue for peace before the powers, the Qing government
then betrayed the Yihetuan, calling them "bandits," and joined the
foreign forces in suppressing them. In 1901, the foreign powers forced
the Qing government to sign the "Protocol of 1901." According to this
Protocol, the Qing government had to pay 450,000,000 taels silver to
the invaders for their loss in the war. The reparations were to be paid
off within 39 years. With both principal and interest calculated, the
sum totaled more than 980,000,000 taels. In addition, there were also
local reparations at a provincial level, which amounted to more than

20,000,000 taels. So the total reparations exceeded 1,000,000,000 taels.
From then on, the Qing government became a tool for the imperialists

to enforce their will on the Chinese people.
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Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of 1911

1866 £ 11 H 12 H, ShfiliZE T RE &L (45
) —AREREKEL . Ph /N BT EE TS ek,
AH EFRX AT DU BUN . O TR S, 12 %
W, PhAil 2 TR (Hawaii) , AEBPHS S RPH 510
FEASUEATR . BN, Fhi L i 2 B2 A BRI ( George
Washington) FIME H (Abraham Lincoln) ML, H— IR
SE T NGOG Ol s

Sun Yat-sen was born in a farming family in Xiangshan County
(now Zhongshan City), Guangdong Province, on November 12, 1866.
In his childhood he heard stories about the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom,
and developed an admiration for the Taiping leader Hong Xiuquan. At
the age of 12, he went to Hawaii, where he studied Western science
and culture. During this period, his favorite books were the biographies
of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, which planted in him a

resolve to strive for his country and people.
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In 1894,
Sun Yat-sen
organized an
anti-Qing

revolutionary

organization,
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Mr. SunYat-sen organized a revolution that
overthrew the Qing Dynasty

2. -MEIER 72 ZULHERE

The tomb of the 72 martyrs in
Huanghuagang, Guangzhou
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The oath Sun Yat-sen took when
establishing the interim government of the
Republic of China in Nanjing, Jan 1,1912
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Qiu Jin
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S FhE

The Relief of “Wuchang Uprising” on the
Monument dedicated to the People's Heroes
on the Tiananmen Square
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the Society for the Revival of China
(Xingzhonghui), among patriotic
Chinese in Honolulu. In 1905, he set
up the China Revolutionary League
(Zhongguo Tongmenghui), aspiring to
overthrow the Qing government, drive
off the invaders, and found a bourgeois
democratic republic. Also, he generalized
his revolutionary ideas into the "Three
People's Principles," viz., the Principle of
Nationalism, the Principle of Democracy
and the Principle of the People's
Livelihood.
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The revolutionary party led by Sun Yat-sen secretly organized
many armed uprisings, but all of them failed, to the sacrifice of the lives
of many revolutionaries. On April 27, 1911, an uprising broke out in
Guangzhou. Before the uprising, a large number of patriotic overseas
Chinese actively donated money, and some of them even returned
to Guangzhou to join the "suicide squad" with the revolutionaries
at home. After the uprising was crushed, the remains of 72 martyrs

were buried together in Huanghuagang, Guangzhou City. Their spirit
impelled patriots at home and abroad to go on fighting.
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On October 10, 1911, the
Literary Association (Wenxueshe)
Mutual

Progress (Gongjinhui), two Hubei

and the Society for
revolutionary organizations which
had been developing revolutionary
activities in the army, succeeded
in the Wuchang Uprising. This
uprising triggered nationwide revolts
in all provinces against the Qing
Dynasty. Within a period of more

than one month, a dozen provinces declared their independence, and
the rule of the Qing government quickly collapsed. October 1911
happened to be in the year Xinhai by the Chinese lunar calendar, so
this revolution which overthrew the Qing Dynasty is also called the

"Xinhai Revolution."
1911 412 H, HﬁM@Hom?@ﬁE |4 !
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In December 1911,

of the enormous contributions he had made to the revolution and

Sun Yat-sen returned to China. Because
he was elected as the Interim
1912,

oath of office in Nanjing, and the interim government of the Republic

his prestige among the revolutionaries,

President of the Republic of China. On January 1, he took the

of China was thus founded.
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Not long after
the foundation of the
Republic of China, Yuan
Shikai managed to push
Sun Yat-sen aside and
get himself elected as the
president. Once again,
China fell into darkness

and chaos caused by wars.
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Yuan Shikai (1859-1916)
came from Xiangcheng, Henan
Province. After the Sino—Japanese
War of 1894, Yuan trained the first
new-style army of China, known
historically as the "Northern New
Army." In the Reform of 1898, he
had it both ways and betrayed
the reformers, hence gaining the
trust of Empress Dowager Cixi.
After the Revolution of 1911, he
outmaneuvered Sun Yat-sen and
usurped the achievement of the
revolution by way of his military
power. He first took the position
of Grand President, and then
proclaimed himself an emperor.
Yuan Shikai was condemned as a
"usurper of state power," and his
behavior aroused the resistance of
the whole nation. In March 1916,
Yuan Shikai, who held the imperial
throne for merely 83 days, had to
annul the imperial system, and died
of illness shortly thereafter.
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"Usurper of state power" Yuan Shikai
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The office of the interim President Sun
Yat-sen, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province
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The May Fourth Movement
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A relief sculpture featuring the May 4
movement on the Monument to the
People's Heroes in Tiananmen Square,
Beijing

2. BRIMSE (1879—1942)
Chen Duxiu (1879 ~1942)
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The year 1918 witnessed the end of the First World War with
the defeat of Germany. In 1919, Britain, France, the United States and

other victor countries held the Paris Peace Conference, and China also
attended it alongside them. At the conference, China proposed taking
back its sovereignty over Shandong Province from Germany, but their
reasonable appeal was turned down, and the imperialist powers handed
Germany's privilege in Shandong Province over to Japan, forcing

Chinese delegates to sign an agreement.
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This caused explosions of outrage in China. On May 4, 1919,

students of Peking University and other institutions of higher education
gathered in Tiananmen Square to protest, shouting slogans such as
"Return Qingdao" and "Down with Quislings." In the unrest that
followed, officials considered subservient to the imperialist powers were

attacked, and dozens of students were arrested.
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The next day, college students in Beijing began to boycott
classes, taking to the streets to give patriotic lectures and other forms
of nationalist promotion. The student protests spread to other cities
around China. The reactionary Northern Warlord Government
arrested nearly 1,000 students, which aroused more indignation from

people all over the world. In June, workers in Shanghai took the lead

FlA- b S
Peking University
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Peking University grew out of
the Metropolitan University, which
was founded in 1898 and was
the first national university to be
set up in modern China. It was an
outgrowth of the Hundred Days'
Reform Movement of 1898. Around
May 4 Movement, Peking University
became the center of spreading
new thoughts and new culture.
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The Vernacular Language
Movement
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In ancient China, people used
ancient Chinese language as a
written language, and called spoken
language "baihua" (vernacular
language). The two were quite
different. People who were not
specially educated often could not
understand things in the written
language. In order to popularize
education, the advocates of the
new culture movement moved
to abolish the ancient Chinese
language and write in vernacular
Chinese. With the unremitting efforts
of Hu Shi, Lu Xun and others, it
gradually became popular to write
in the vernacular Chinese language.
In 1920, vernacular Chinese
became a standard language for
students in grades one and two in
all schools of China, and by 1922,
all textbooks written in the ancient
Chinese written language had been
annulled, allowing victory for the
vernacular language movement.

1. #Ai& (1891—1962)
Hu Shi (1891-1962)

2.2=k%l (1889—1927)
Li Dazhao (1889-1927)

3. &M (1881—1936)
Lu Xun (1881-1936)

4 JLRKRFAH— “HI” 7
The Red Building in Peking University—
Original Place of the May 4th Movement

AR [E

Modern China

to go on strike to support the students' patriotic demands, and they
were followed in other cities by students suspending classes, workers
downing tools and merchants closing shops. Meanwhile, the Chinese
delegation to the Paris Peace Conference received thousands of open
telegrams sent by people of all walks of life in China asking them not
to sign the treaty. Overseas Chinese residents and students in France
surrounded the residence of the Chinese delegation, preventing them
from signing the treaty. Confronted with huge pressure, the Northern
Warlord Government had to release the arrested students and remove
the quisling ministers Cao Rulin, Zhang Zongxiang and Lu Zongyu
from office. Furthermore, the Chinese delegation refused to sign the

treaty. The May Fourth Movement had won.
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However, the significance of the May Fourth Movement was
not limited to this diplomatic victory only. Several years before the
movement, in the intelligentsia mainly based in Peking University,
Chen Duxiu, Hu Shi, Li Dazhao and some others launched a new
culture movement, featuring a new ideology full of a democratic and
scientific spirit. The movement greatly facilitated the spread of this
ethos. Following the May Fourth Movement, a new political force

began to sprout, and China's history entered a new phase.
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The Founding of the Communist Party of China
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In 1917, the October Revolution took place in Russia, and the

first socialist state in the world was established. At that time, the New
Culture Movement was ascendant among Chinese intellectuals. The
movement on the one hand aimed to destroy the old feudal ways
of thinking, and on the other hand sought a modern, all-embracing
worldview from the development and transformation of other countries
to rescue the Chinese nation. Therefore, the victory of the October
Revolution and the socialist thought it involved attracted the attention

of progressive Chinese intellectuals.
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Chinese Communist party's first general
conference adjourned from Shanghai to
a pleasure-boat on Nanhu Lake, Jiaxing,
Zhejiang Province, This photo shows the
‘Yanyulou mansion of the Nanhu Lake
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Mao Zedong as he looked when he attended
the founding conference of the CPC
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The site of the First National Congress of
the CPC in Shanghai

LA

Modern China

KA (zhao) . BRAhFs, Wl
A (T PRE ) E4RERFAR,
R R A A ) R
o 1920 4%, BRIESS .
KEFERE L, b
gty 1A RO
RS R A T
&4k,

In 1919, the working class
actively took part in the patriotic
May 4 Movement, and played an
important role for the final victory

of the movement. This displayed

to the whole society the strength

of laboring people. After the movement, many intellectuals advocated
relying on the proletariat to break away from the old system and build a
new society, by means of a revolution under the guidance of Marxism.
Chinese students both at home and abroad founded newspapers,
periodicals and organizations to study and publicize Marxism. A group
of patriotic Marxists emerged, among whom the most outstanding
were Li Dazhao and Chen Duxiu as professors at Peking University
in Beijing, Mao Zedong as a chief editor of the Xiangjiang Review
in Hunan and Zhou Enlai as a student leader of Nankai University in
Tianjin. In 1920, Chen Duxiu, Li Dazhao and others established the
rudiment organizations of the Communist Party in Shanghai, Beijing
and other places, respectively. It was a preparation for the founding of

the Communist Party of China (CPC).
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On July 23, 1921,

from around the country, including Mao Zedong, Li Da and Dong

a dozen l’t‘pl’t‘ﬁt‘lltélti\r'c‘S of Marxist groups

Biwu, held a secret conference in Shanghai for the founding of the
Communist Party; and it was also the first national congress of CPC.
The conference determined that the goal of CPC was to overthrow
the bourgeois regime, set up a proletariat power, eliminate the disparity
between different classes, and realize communism. The conference
elected its central leadership The Central Bureau, with Chen Duxiu as
its Secretary of the Central Bureau. In this way, CPC, the pioneering

contingent of the Chinese proletariat, came into being.
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After this conference, there emerged a brand-new force-the
Communist Party of China (CPC)-on China's political stage, bringing

hope to the suffering Chinese people.
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- LT NEAR
Pleasure-Boat on the Nanhu Lake nearby
Jiaxing
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Pleasure-Boat on the Nanhu
Lake Nearby Jiaxing
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On the evening of July 30,
1921, the first national congress
of CPC was secretly commenced
in a storied building in Shanghai.
Suddenly, a stranger broke in,
then left in haste under the pretext
that he had entered by mistake.
The representatives, who were
experienced in underground
struggles, immediately realized he
must be a spy sent by the enemy.
The people retreated quickly.
Before long, the meeting site was
encircled by a large group of
policemen. The representatives,
who had withdrawn in safety, moved
to Jiaxing in Zhejiang Province, and
continued their conference on a
pleasure boat on the Nanhu Lake.
This guaranteed the consummate
end of the founding conference of
CPC.
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The First KMT-CPC Co-operation and
the Northern Expedition

1AW (A ) ERFEEERFFA
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Sun Yat-sen (middle) is hosting the
commencement ceremony of the Whampoa
Military Academy (Chiang Kai-Shek at the front
right four)

2. MR ERBUAT EERER
Zhou Enlai as the Director of Department of
Politics at the Whampoa Military Academy
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In order to overthrow the rule of the Northern Warlords and

imperialists in China, Sun Yat-sen
decided to transform Kuomintang
(KMT) and cooperate with CPC.
In January 1924, KMT held its first
national congress in Guangzhou, which
was attended by some CPC members,
including Li Dazhao and Mao Zedong.
This conference marked the formal
debut of the first cooperation between

the two parties.
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Based on Guangzhou as a revolution
settlement, KMT and CPC were going to launch
a northern expedition. With the help of the Soviet
Union and CPC, Sun Yat-sen set up the Whampoa
Military Academy in Guangzhou, the first modern
military academy of China, which trained members
both of CPC and KMT as the spearhead of the new

revolutionary forces. Chiang Kai-shek was appointed
as the president of the Whampoa Military Academy,

and many CPC members, including Zhou Enlai, [ THEMAER

‘Warlord oecupied area ling

held important posts in the academy. The academy P R

trained large numbers of outstanding military and

. _ w  ERARRED
political talents, and many of them became the senior ot it

commanders of the two parties afterwards.
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In order to put an end to the division caused by warlords and
reunify China, the Guangdong revolutionary army, which was the
result of the cooperation between KMT and CPC, began its Northern
Expedition in July 1926. The Northern Expeditionary Army first
captured Changsha, the capital of Hunan Province, and then pressed

on toward Wuhan, which was heavily fortified. The Northern
Expeditionary Army, especially the Independent Regiment of the

Nabinal e i e el haor e Expedin

e

—p SEEATHHY
Soullwardroute of Fesg Yexiarg
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Rout of e Narthern Expedifion

o TABMEESS
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Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Mausoleum
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The Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
Mausoleum is located at the
southern foot of Mount Zhongshan
in the eastern suburbs of Nanjing
City. Sun died of illness in Beijing
in 1925. The next year, the National
Government began to build a
mausoleum for him, and the
construction was completed in
1929. The mausoleum totals more
than 80,000 square meters in area,
with its major structure including a
decorative gateway, a paved path
leading to the tomb, a gate to the
tomb itself, a gravestone pavilion,
a worship hall, a burial room and
so forth. The whole construction is
built in harmony with the mountain,
in an ascending style one part after
another. It impresses visitors with
solemnity and magnificence.

1.8 "$RE” ZRNENEHER
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The Fourth Corps, an Independent Regime,

won the title "iron army"

2. TR LR

Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum, Nanjng

Fourth Corps, with
Ye Ting as its colonel
and CPC members
as its core, fought
courageously and
won the title of "iron
army" for the Fourth
Corps. The Northern
Expeditionary Army
broke through the
Northern Warlords'
line of defense, crossed
the Yangtze River and
occupied Wuhan. In
the middle of March
1927, Zhou Enlai led

the workers of Shanghai

LA
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to stage an armed uprising, ensuring the smooth entry of the Northern

Expeditionary Army into Shanghai. In late March, the Northern

Expeditionary Army occupied Nanjing.
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The Northern Expedition, which was cooperation between KMT

and CPC, was warmly welcomed and supported by people all over

China. In less than one year, it had occupied most area south of the

Yangtze River, striking a heavy blow at the reactionary warlords and

kindling the flame of revolution over half of China.
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The Nanchang Uprising
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The victory of the Northern Expedition greatly weakened the
power of the warlords and imperialists in China. But as time went
on, the right wing of KMT began to show its increasing hostility to
CPC and sabotage the cooperation between the two parties. On April
12, 1927, Chiang Kai-shek staged a reactionary coup in Shanghai,
in which more than 300 CPC members and other revolutionaries
were murdered, more than 500 were arrested, and thousands went

missing. Presently, the purge spread to Guangdong, Jiangsu, Zhejiang
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and Hunan provinces, where CPC members were
slaughtered. After his betrayal of the revolution, Chiang
set up his National Government in Nanjing. On July
15, the National Government in Wuhan, led by Wang
Jingwei, also betrayed the revolution, arresting and
killing CPC members on a large scale. By now, the
cooperation between the two parties had completely

dissolved.
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Facing this desperate situation, the Communists rose in a brave

struggle to save the revolution. On August 1, 1927, Zhou Enlai,
He Long, Ye Ting, Zhu De, Liu Bocheng and others launched the
Nanchang Uprising. After a fierce battle lasting over four hours,
the uprising army defeated the KMT troops and seized the city of

Nanchang.

P B ST T IR SRR, B /AR sh A
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The Nanchang Uprising alarmed KMT, and Chiang dispatched an

army to attack Nanchang. The uprising army retreated from this city,
and marched toward Guangdong, expecting to rebuild the Guangdong

revolutionary base, but the plan was frustrated by the enemy's

besiegement.

1. F B SFRE
A relief sculpture depicting the Nanchang
Uprising

2. RfEfEEmEEX P ERNFIE
The gun Zhu De used in the Nanchang
Uprising

3. FBEEATSHAEERY

The Nanchang Uprising led by Zhou Enlai

4. %18

Zhu De

5. #NWLKIBHE ((EEHR )
An oil painting of the assembly of Red
Armies in the Jinggang Mountains, by Lin
Gang
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The Nanchang Uprising marked the first shot of CPC's armed
struggle against KMT reactionaries. From then on, CPC began to

have its own army, and started a new path to independently lead the
revolution and seize state power by armed force.

ARk SRR E P L 4R 1]
Sketch Map of the Autumn Harvest Uprising and March to the
Jinggang Mountains
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The Long March

LA 2%l M 1930 4F £ 1932
Sketch Map of the Long March 4, ERAAE IR
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From 1930 to 1932,

the National Government

|
Sichuan
e P

launched four large-scale
campaigns of "encirclement and suppression" in an attempt to destroy

the revolutionary base areas and eliminate CPC, but was repelled

every time. In 1933, Chiang Kai-shek assembled a force of one million

1B SIS ( M EEN T )
The site of Zunyi Conference (Zunyi city in
Guizhou Province)
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men to launch an "encirclement and suppression"
campaign for the fifth time. Due to grave military
mistakes made by the leaders of the Central
Committee of CPC, such as Bo Gu, the Red Army
suffered disastrous casualties, and the fifth resistance

against "encirclement and suppression" was frustrated.

1934 4£. 10 H, SEHRBEABGFIR I,
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In October 1934, the Central Committee of CPC was forced

to give away its bases, with more than 80,000 men of the Red Army
retreating westwards. Being besieged, chased and intercepted, the Red
Army lost more than half of its members, with only over 30,000 left
after it crossed the Xiangjiang River. Faced with a perilous situation, the
Central Committee of CPC convened a meeting in Zunyi, Guizhou
Province, in January 1935. The Zunyi Conference rectified the mistakes
that the Central Committee of CPC made in the past, dismissed Bo
Gu of his commanding post, and established Mao Zedong's leadership
both within the Party and the Red Army. The Zunyi Conference
saved the Red Army,
CPC and the Chinese
revolution. After the
conference, the Red
Army adopted correct
strategies, took the
initiative and won
many battles. Famous

episodes at this time

1. A EREHFER

The Luding Bridge that the Red Army

captured

2. AERMEMETHEL—FE W
The snow-covered Jiajin Mountain that the
Red Army marched along

CAA—AEERERAL R EEE S
BrER
A picture of partial soldiers when the Red
First Army reached Wuqi Town

4. BB - PEEERME5EER
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A picture of Edgar Snow and Mao Zedong in
Yan'an

CERXFRITEE, RRTEN
B, E—$BRETILRXF
BIR B, EREMSRFH,
Edgar Snow's tomb in the camp of Peking
University, According to Snow's will, half of
his ashes were buried along the Weiming
Lake in Peking University and the tombstone
was written by Ye Jianying

A(BEITIEIE) HE

The cover of the Red Star over China

(&)

[o2]



INERL - Data

g5 (LERERE)
Edgar Snow and His Red
Star Over China
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In June 1936, Edgar Snow
(1905-1972), an American
journalist, arrived in Shaanxi—
Gansu-Ningxia Bordering Area
for an on-site investigation. He
interviewed Mao Zedong, Zhou
Enlai and others in several long
conservations, collected the first—
hand information of the Long
March, and wrote a collection of
news report titled Red Star Over
China. Being the first Western news
reporter to visit the Red Army's
settlements, Snow objectively
estimated CPC, and made an
authentic and fair report to the
world. After its publication, the Aed
Star Over China was translated into
20 languages, and exerted a wide
influence.
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included crossing the
Chishui River four times,
forcing a way across the
Dadu River and capturing
the Luding Bridge. Through
a series of victories, the Red
Army rectified its passive
situation, and created a new

one of strategic shift.
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The Long March was an arduous trek. In order to avoid cities and
towns heavily garrisoned by the enemy and preserve its strength, the
Red Army had to march along desolate courses with menacing natural
conditions, including snow-covered mountains, dangerous swamps and
uninhabited grassland. Short of grains, the Red Army ate wild herbs,
and even leather belts.

tree barks, They suffered hardship quite beyond

the imagination of today's people.

1935 410 H, PR EEE X E,H0 T AR H oy
MU SR, s hde, 1936 4F 10 H, %=k 1E
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In October 1935, the central column

MECEEEEE

of the Red Army reached Wuqi Town in
northern Shaanxi Province, a Shaanxi-Gansu
revolutionary base led by Liu Zhidan. In
October 1936, the three major columns of
the Red Army converged at Huining and
other places, marking the complete failure of

g "

the enemy's "encirclement and suppression"

and the end of the Long March.
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The September 18 Inc1dent

75 20 40 30 AR, WEEAMERE — 4
R CRAEIT L) AR s “Ju—/\, JL—/\,
MIBA BRI, B TR S - /178
“JL—/\" BEE— M2 H 7

In the 1930s, a song named On Songhua Jiang became
popular all over China. Its lyrics went like this: "September
18, September 18. That tragic day I was forced to leave my

hometown..." What happened on September 18?

Mo Al F TR, HARZ SOk Eh =R,
HHIE S T 5. HiE, HANX -4
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Since the latter half of the 19th century, Japan had
launched several aggressive wars against China, and occupied
Taiwan with armed forces, but it was still not satisfied. In
the 20th century, Japan made preparations for a large-scale
aggression abroad, with China as its major target. In order to seize the
three northeastern provinces of China, Japan provoked the September
18 Incident.

1931 4F 9 18 Hifp I, PFHFT I H 4 — YA
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On the evening of September 18, 1931, Japanese troops stationed
near Shenyang blew up a part of a railway line at Liutiaohu, and blamed
it on the Chinese army, saying the Chinese army intended to take the
Japanese troops by surprise. Then, the Japanese carried out a sudden

attack both against the barracks of the Northeast Army and the city of

-y

N

w

. FKAEMMERERE
Northeast Anti-Japanese Army fought
against the Japanese Army

- BERNLPFHAZREES T

Japanese troops invaded Shenyang

. U T E R R R R

Puyi was the puppet emperor of the state
(Manchukuo) established by Japanese
invaders

hENEEFEMN (£5) 58

A E’

FRALE (£M) %
Puyi (fifth from left, front row) emperor of
the puppet state of Manchukuo, and the
Japanese army commander in northeast
China (on Puyi's right)

CHR—IT B (TR )

The Memorial Table of the September 18
Incident, Shenyang, Liaoning Province
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The Last Emperor of China

AL 1906—1967 ), ik,
HEFHB, 1908 FREET
RfE, AHESSMEMNELR
fir, £SE%, 19124, Hi
REM, AAE, BIORM,
BT, HUEFE 2000
FEHEMSBENRE—NET.

Aisin—Gioro Puyi (1906-1967)
was of the Manchu ethnic group.
After the death of Emperor Guangxu
in 1908, Puyi, who was only two
years old at that time, came to the
throne with the reign title Xuantong.
In 1912, the Republic of China was
founded, and Puyi soon abdicated,
which marked the end of the Qing
Dynasty. Puyi was the last emperor
of China's feudal society, which had
lasted over 2,000 years.
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Shenyang. The northwestern Chinese Army suffered a lot injuries and

death, and the Japanese seized overnight.
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When the September 18 Incident took place, the National
Government of KMT was busy trying to eliminate CPC. Chiang Kai-
shek repeatedly ordered Zhang Xueliang, commander of the Northeast
Army, not to resist the Japanese, claiming that it was not the time to
fight against Japan and CPC was the government's greatest enemy.
Because of this weak-kneed policy, the Japanese army easily occupied
the three provinces of northeast China in the space of only four

months, with 30 million Chinese compatriots falling into the hands of

Japanese invaders.
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In order to consolidate their rule over northeast China, the
Japanese invaders established a puppet state called Manchukuo, with
Puyi, the last emperor of the Qing Dynasty who had abdicated for
long, as its titular ruler. In fact, the power was completely in the hands

of Japanese. The aggression and domination aroused great indignation

among the local people, and a lot of volunteers fought bravely against

the invaders under tough and dangerous conditions.
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The Xi'an Incident
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Having occupied the three provinces in northeast
China, the Japanese army indulged in a series of
provocations designed to create an excuse to penetrate
deeper into China. People throughout China demanded
that the National Government stop the civil war and
focus on resisting the Japanese army. But Chiang Kai-
shek stubbornly persisted in his policy of eliminating

CPC first before making a stand against the Japanese

invaders.
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In 1936, Chiang went to Xi'an to press generals Zhang Xueliang

and Yang Hucheng for more vigorous operations against the
Communists. Zhang Xueliang, who was from the Northeast, and had
lost the three northeastern provinces, showed his desire to resist the
Japanese army. He even pleaded with Chiang to stop the civil war and
save the country first with his tears. However, he did not convince
Chiang of his advice, but was rebuked by the latter instead. Seeing all
attempts at persuasion ended in vain, Zhang and Yang decided to force

Chiang to resist the Japanese.
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Zhang Xueliang (left) and Yang Hucheng on
the eve of the Xi'an Incident
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The Xi'an Incident took place at the
Huagingchi Pond, Lintong. As soon as Chiang
Kai-shek heard the gun shot, he immediately
fled to the Lishan Mountain behind the pond,
but was caught halfway by soldiers

3 ARELE, BAAEEFT BN
DRE
Shortly prior to Xi'an Incident, Chiang Kai-
shek was at his office near the Huagingchi
Pond, Lintong, Xi‘an
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On December 9,
demanding that Chiang halt the civil war and turn his guns on the

students in Xi'an held a demonstration,

Japanese. Chiang became furious, ordering Zhang to dispatch his troops
against the students, even if he had to fire at them. Zhang Xueliang
sympathized with the students. He went to the students, tried his best
to dissuade them, and promised with his own life to fulfill the patriotic
the
On the
evening that day,

wish of

students.

Zhang Xueliang
reported the
students' demand
to Chiang Kai-
shek,
again appealed to

and once

Kiang to resist the
Japanese and save
the country, but

still he was denied.
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On the night of December 12, Zhang Xueliang and Yang

Hucheng launched a mutiny, and arrested Chiang in Lintong. On the
invitation from Zhang and
Yang, CPC sent Zhou Enlai to
Xi'an to discuss how to solve
the problem. Under pressure
from all sides, Chiang Kai-

shek finally agreed to stop the

gl =

civil war and cooperate with

CPC to resist the Japanese

EFHEEEY

invaders. The Xi'an Incident
was thus peacefully solved. It

also afforded an opportunity
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for the second cooperation
between KMT and CPC, and

the civil war was largely over
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after lasting for one decade.
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“Heroes of All Time”
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After the peaceful conclusion
of the Xi'an Incident, Zhang
Xueliang tried to show his loyalty.
He escorted Chiang Kai-shek in
person to Nanjing, but was thus
put under house arrest, losing his
freedom from then on. Later, Yang
Hucheng was murdered upon
Chiang's order. At the end of 1946,
Zhang was brought to Taiwan, still
under house arrest. Having lost his
freedom for decades, Zhang died of
illness in Hawaii in 2001. These two
generals, namely Zhang Xueliang
and Yang Hucheng, had made a
great contribution to the cause of
resisting Japan at a critical moment
of the nation, and were praised by
Zhou Enlai as "Heroes of All Time."

1 AREEMEMARBENG (£
— ) BEB(EZ ). KER(AH
—)EAER
Chiang Kai-shek (first left), Yang Hucheng
(second left) and Zhang Xueliang (first right)
after the peaceful conclusion of the Xi'an
Incident

AFEEIHER) REAREE
HIHE
Northwest Culture Daily reported the news
of the Xi'an Incident
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The July 7 Incident and the
Second KMT-CPC Co-operation
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Lugou Bridge

tREEHE “tEtEE” HESE
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This hole in Wanping City, Beijing, was lasted

by the first bomb from the Japanese army
during the July 7 Incident

PETFEEFAFTEERRAAE
i

The Chinese garrison bravely resisted the
Japanese aggressors in Lugou Bridge

PSR T E ZEBA SR SRR

The Chinese Army stationed in the Wanping
County fought back immediately

N TSRS AR, HARE) 7 “EEpE” .
In order to seize the whole of China, Japan staged the July 7

Incident.
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On the night of July 7, 1937, Japanese troops stationed near the
Lugou Bridge area in the suburbs of Beiping (today's Beijing) held a
military exercise. After the exercise, the Japanese army demanded to
enter the Wanping county seat under a pretext that one of its men was
missing and gunshots were heard from within the Wanping county
seat (near the Lugou Bridge). The Japanese army was refused by the
Chinese garrison, then bombarded the Lugou Bridge, and attacked the
Wanping county seat. The Chinese troops were roused to fight back,

and finally repulsed the enemy's assault, but among the 100-plus soldiers

garrisoning the bridge, only four survived the battle. Because it took

229



FPED S R

Common Knowledge about Chinese History

230

place at the Lugou Bridge, the July 7 Incident
is also known as the Lugou Bridge Incident.
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After the July 7 Incident, CPC issued a circular telegram in the
desperate situation, declaring, "Both Beiping and Tianjin are in peril!
Northern China is in perill And the Chinese nation is in peril!" and
calling upon the whole nation to fight against the Japanese aggressors.
People from all walks of life, all the patriotic parties and groups, and
overseas Chinese assembled in succession, and strongly demanded
that the government mount all-out resistance. Aid associations were
organized in succession in many big cities, which collected loads
of money and materials, and sent them to the front line, aiding and
comforting the Chinese army that garrisoned Northern China and

actively resisted the Japanese invaders.

TE IR IE AT 4 R 5 %%#Hmkﬁﬁ,%ﬁ
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Facing the perilous situation and the burning anti-Japanese
sentiment of the whole nation, Chiang Kai-shek delivered a speech,
expressing his resolve to resist the Japanese invaders. After a negotiation,
both KMT and CPC decided
to cooperate for a second time.
In September the same year, a
declaration on the cooperation
between KMT and CPC
was made, and a united front
line of nationwide resistance
against Japanese aggression was

formally formed.

1. A “FIARRA” A
The stone tablet celebrating the "Morning
Moon over Lugou Bridge"

2. (XEFEHTH ) 7 #EE X
(F) 58E (&)
The March of the Volunteers' word author
Tian Han (right) and compose author Nie Er
(left)

N - Data




LA

Modern China

PR

The Victory at Pingxing Pass

I R A I T 2 PR BERTEAA, AL
Sketch Map of the Battle of Pingxing Pass wEEPUR . 1937 48 H, HEBIFEA,
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Guan 7 Soon after the "Lugou Bridge (also Marco
— ANBEFiEANE

Balalai . o . . ) e
Thenachngdeciuncl e Eghih R Ay o Pdo Bridge) Incident," KMT and CPC began
L o !ﬁlﬂhﬁﬂw to cooperate for the resistance against Japanese

— NBR#HAEE

‘The atacking directionof the fighth Raute Ammy aggression. In August 1937, the National

@ \BEFRME Shanxi Provineg Government declared a reorganization that made

Thearea whiretheighth Revtermywps uthe enesy

the major forces of the Red Army into the Eighth

Route Army of the National Revolutionary
Army. The Eighth Route Army had three divisions, with Zhu De as its
commander in general, and Peng Dehuai as its deputy commander in
general. After the reorganization, the Eighth Route Army immediately
marched on the north China battlefield, actively cooperating in the
fight on the major battlefields.

1937 429 H, ILH RN, DORH A IR
MIEF IO, A ERF IO

In September 1937,
the Japanese army in north
China invaded Shanxi
Province, which assaulted
the Yanmen Pass and other
strategic places along the
Great Wall with its elite
forces, in an attempt to

1. PRICH SR EE 115 IR ERAGHL seize Taiyuan, the capital
gl

The gun position of a troop of the 115th of Shanxi.
Division in Pingxing Pass war
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The National Government organized a campaign, and Lin Biao

and Nie Rongzhen led the 115th Division of the Eighth Route Army
to take part in the campaign in Shanxi. The Pingxing Pass was a
strategically important transport hub in north area of Shanxi. Making
use of the favorable terrain in the Pingxing Pass, the 115th Division
ambushed the Japanese army on September 25. It wiped out over
1,000 soldiers of the Itagaki Division, and seized a great deal of military
materials. This was the first victory won by the Chinese army since
the beginning of the anti-Japanese war. It dispelled the myth that the
Japanese army was invincible, halted the Japanese advance on Taiyuan,
aided the Xinkou Campaign that the KMT army was preparing, and
boosted the morale of the Chinese people.
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New Fourth Army

BB Rw/\BREZ T, 1937
£10 B, BERBEFXEETHA.
|E. TR . L. .
T, REEEH 8 HEMM
AFEHFEABSE A ‘EREM
ERHEHRENE" , G
mMZE, HIHE. ME. BKEE
NS FHERNEAET,
Tk RIAEITERE,
AIMBRSFHERMETEE

ko

After the reorganization of the
Eighth Route Army, the National
government reorganized the Red
Army guerillas in eight provinces
of south China, namely Jiangxi,
Fujian, Guangdong, Hunan, Hubei,
Henan, Zhejiang and Anhui, into the
New Fourth Army of the National
Revolutionary Army, known as the
New Fourth Army for short. The
New Fourth Army was commanded
by Ye Ting, Xiang Ying, Chen Yi
and others. It penetrated into the
rear of the enemy to strike the
Japanese invaders frequently in
guerilla warfare, making important
contributions to the victory
of resistance war against the
Japanese aggression.

1. BREEREERMSHE, W
KER

A group picture of Zhou Enlai and Ye

Ting, Xiang Ying in the New Fourth Army

headquarters

2. BEMSRMINELR L

The ready soldiers of the New Fourth Army

3. FRIXKIAER

The Victory at Pingxing Pass Memorial
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The Nanjing Massacre
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Having captured Shanghai
on November 12, 1937, the
Japanese army began to assault
Nanjing, China's capital at
that time, and the National

Government moved to

Chongqing. On the morning
of December 13, the Japanese army entered into the city of Nanjing
and occupied the seat of the National Government, marking the fall of
Nanjing. For six weeks, the occupying troops engaged in an orgy of

slaughter by a variety of the most brutal means.

HZEAE R FoCiTih . Bkt . 70, BhiTohs
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attacked the Zhonghua Gate
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The Japanese army perpetrated
massive massacres in several places
of Nanjing, including the riverside
at Xiaguan, Caoxiexia, Yanziji, the
outside of Hanzhongmen, as well
as many separate massacres. The
Japanese army employed very brutal
means in the slaughter, including
beheadings, thrusting with bayonets,
shooting, burying alive, burning
with fire and so forth. After the
massacres, it destroyed the dead
bodies to conceal their crimes,
throwing them into the Yangtze
River, cremating them and burying
them en masse. Perhaps the most
notorious atrocity was a killing
contest between two Japanese
officers as reported in the Zokyo
Nichi Nichi Shimbun. According

to the newspaper, two ];1p;mese

- BEEERBAFITRTEITANSE

&

Japanese troops held a march-in before
the National Government office building to
nark their occupation of Nanjing

- BEBRPETRER

Atrocities carried out against Chinese
civilians by the Japanese army

AFRBBHE) REBEE

ERBITRALLEEHER

The Tokyo Nichi Nichi Shimbun reported
a killing contest between two Japanese
officers in Nanjing

4L F R K Z R R

5.

The previous house of John Rabe in the
campus of Nanjing University

BERABREERELXE

Nanjng Massacre Memorial Hall
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officers engaged in a
killing competition.
Tsuyoshi Noda killed
105 people, and
Toshiaki Mukai 106,
but they were not sure
who hit the goal of
killing the 100th first.
So they determined to

continue the contest,

4

raising the goal to 150

kills...Investigation shows that more than 300,000 people in total were
slaughtered by the Japanese army. The Massacre of Nanjing turned this
metropolis, which had been peaceful and prosperous, into a horrific
hell, and the Japanese army's atrocity in Nanking has left a most dark
page on the modern civilization.

1945 4£8 15 H, HATCRMEEIE, hE%ERLE
Kot AR R B A R R R A B UK SR A T T AL
AL, JHERTOR SRAESSID 28 F, FHUE RS
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After the unconditional surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945,
both the Chinese Military Court and the International Military
Tribunal for the Far East carried out serious investigation and trials on
the Nanjing Massacre, and made their judgment. The courts came to
the conclusion that there had been 28 cases of collective slaughter and
858 cases of scattered slaughter. The Tokyo Military Tribunal brought

28 A-level Japanese war criminals to trial, including Toujou Hideki.

This trial was the final conclusion of the international community about

the Nanjing Massacre carried out by the Japanese aggressive troops.
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The Taierzhuang Campaign

G LR BT RS2 AR DARINI — RSN
The Taierzhuang Campaign was launched by the KMT army to

protect Xuzhou.

AU FIRMARALE) 50 A AL, InrEymekeEs,
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Located about 50 km northeast of Xuzhou, Taierzhuang is a vital

transportation hub, commanding both a main north-south railway line

and the Grand Canal.
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FRAER I ZER PR, SRR 2253 B RS L L 2RI R &
JUE.

After the capture of Nanjing in December 1937, the Japanese
army decided to seize Xuzhou first, in order to link their northern and

southern forces. In the spring of 1938, the Japanese army launched a
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Li Zongren
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Li Zongren (1891-1969) was
born in Guilin of today's Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region, and
later became the chief leader of
warlords from Guangxi. He was
elected as the vice—president of the
National Government in 1948, and
held the post of an acting president
after Chiang Kai-shek resigned
as president. He went to the US
for medical treatment after the
New China was founded in 1949.
In 1965, Li Zongren returned to
Beijing. He passed away in 1969.

CRILEFES BEEHK

The fierce battle between the Chinese and
Japanese armies at Taierzhuang

FRCASHERILERY

Commander Li Zongren in Taierzhuang

HEERERILESHERF
BB

The fierce street battles between the
Chinese Army and the Japanese Army in
Taierzhuang

BILE&BHPHHEZEN
The Chinese Army in the Taierzhuang
Campaign

CRILE&BRE, BEFERBLE

B HZEEAMEIR

After the Taierzhuang Campaign, the
Japanese Army's gas masks and flags that
abandoned on the battlefield
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two-pronged attack
on Xuzhou from
Shandong Province. Li
Zongren, commander
War
Zone of the National

of the Fifth

Government, deployed

his men to block both

paths of the Japanese
advance at Linyi
and Taierzhuang,
respectively, in
Shandong.
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Division Commander Chi Fengcheng held fast to Taierzhuang for as

long as half a month, drawing the main forces of the Japanese army to the
Taierzhuang area, while Li Zongren mustered his main force to encircle
the Japanese army, thus forming a situation of attacking the enemy from
both the inner and outer sides. Finally, the Chinese army annihilated over
10,000 Japanese soldiers, destroyed 30-odd Japanese tanks and seized a large
number of weapons. It was the largest victory won on the major battlefields
since the beginning
of the resistant war.
The Taierzhuang
campaign struck a
heavy blow to the
Japanese army, and
boosted the morale
of the Chinese army
and people in their
struggle against the

aggressors.
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Overseas Chinese in the Anti-Japanese Resistance
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Overseas Chinese

have a glorious

patriotic tradition. The
Revolution of 1911
led by Sun Yat-sen
received an enthusiastic
welcome and support
from numerous overseas

Chinese.
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Overseas Chinese were a major force in the

Chinese people's anti-Japanese war as well. From the
September 18 Incident in 1931 to the Victory over
Japan Day in 1945, overseas Chinese, together with
people back home, made great contributions to the

worldwide anti-Fascist war.

Al TR DR B LA B LA T
Their contributions were manifested mainly in

the following aspects:

238
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In 1932, the patriotic overseas Chinese
in New York's Chinatown donated money
to support the Chinese Army fighting in
Shanghai

CFEREEFEHRE (EE) ,

HHBER
The overseas Chinese in Philippines
played drama Alert to raise money for Anti—
Japanese war

C1940 5, BRER (A£Z) £H

EER
In 1940, Tan Kah-kee (Chen Jiageng) (left
two) led a delegation to visit Yan'an

- DR AL AR £ = AR 1R mkeR )\ BR

The ambulance that the overseas Chinese
in Negeri Sembilan in Malaysia donated to
the Eighth Route Army

- BITRZHRERRS
The bronze statue of Tan Kah-kee (Chen
Jiageng) in Xiamen University




INERL - Data

BEEE
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A leader of patriotic overseas
Chinese, Tan Kah-kee (Chen
Jiageng) was born in Xiamen,
Fuijian Province. He joined the China
Revolutionary League in Singapore
in 1910, and collected money to aid
Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary efforts.
He was enthusiastic in spreading
culture and education back in his
hometown, setting up elementary
and secondary schools, vocational
schools and Xiamen University.
In 1921, he established Xiamen
University. After the September
18 Incident, he convened an
overseas Chinese meeting, calling
upon overseas Chinese to donate
money and goods and boycott
Japanese commodities. Following
the breakout of the nationwide
anti-Japanese war in China, he
founded in Singapore the General
Association of Overseas Chinese
in Southeast Asia for Relieving
Fellow Countrymen in Distress, and
went to Yan'an in person to salute
Chinese soldiers and civilians
who participated in resisting the
Japanese invaders. After the victory
in 1945, he set up the Nangiao
Daily, and engaged in patriotic and
democratic activities. Mao Zedong
highly praised his patriotic spirit by
referring to him as "the role model
of overseas Chinese and the glory
of the nation."
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The establishment of united patriotic anti-Japanese organizations.
After the breakout of the anti-Japanese resistance, Germany, Italy and
Japan forged a fascist alliance to support Japan's aggression into China,
while the US, France, Britain and others adopted a "fence-sitting"
policy. Overseas Chinese took advantage of their convenient conditions
of living abroad to establish various patriotic anti-Japanese organizations
in Europe, the Americas, Oceania and Southeast Asia, winning
extensive international sympathy and help for the beleaguered China.

BURARSIAYD, SCRrE DU ol R pte e,
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Enthusiastic donations of money and goods poured in for the anti-
Japanese cause. Overseas Chinese offered plenty of material, supplying
provisions both for the Chinese army and the Chinese people.
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Support for united resistance against Japanese
invasion and opposition to separation and surrender. After
the September 18 Incident, overseas Chinese strongly
demanded a nationwide resistance against Japanese

aggression, and cooperation among different parties. They

g
turned out to be a progressive force to impel the second

cooperation between KMT and CPC.
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After the beginning of the nationwide resistance

against Japanese aggression, overseas Chinese organized
anti-Japanese societies to promote the resistance against
Japanese invasion, and returned to their homeland to
directly join the fight. For example, Chinese people in
the US established an aviation school to train pilots for
their motherland. A dozen newspapers run by overseas
Chinese, including the Nanyang Commercial News and
the Sinchew Daily, organized a "Battlefield Reporters'
Contingent of Nanyang Overseas Chinese" to carry out
battlefield interviews back in their motherland. After October 1938,
when the Japanese army cut off both marine and land transportations
in southeast China, the newly constructed Yunnan-Burma Highway
became especially important. In this case, a large number of truck
drivers and repairmen were needed. Entrusted by the National
Government, the General Association of Overseas Chinese in Southeast
Asia recruited about 3,200 overseas Chinese mechanics to offer their

service back in the motherland.

J RN DU FOR DU FRAR BRI BRI, R 3
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The great contributions that the patriotic overseas Chinese made

to the anti-Japanese resistance were a part of the pride and glory of the

Chinese nation, and were praised by people all over the world.

1. DR BT EFREN T EERS
B
The overseas Chinese in Malaysia saw the
machinists off to return China

2. ENEFMEERE—RFE
The first phase students of the overseas
Chinese aeronautical school in America

3. "B EFHIEEERE" B
4T H SR 1
"Battlefield Reporters' Contingent of

Nanyang Overseas Chinese" carried out
battlefield interviews back in their motherland
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The Chongqing Negotiations

1. “WAHHE” BiTREBERM
BENREEREGR
Mao Zedong posed with Chiang Kai-
shek in Chongging after they signed the
"Double 10th Agreement"
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After the end of the anti-Japanese war, Chiang
Kai-shek prepared to restart the civil war, but with
pressure from home and abroad, he adopted a policy
of "phony peace and real civil war." In August 1945,
Chiang invited Mao Zedong to Chongqing, ostensibly
to discuss the issue of domestic peace. Actually, his true
intention was this: If Mao refused his invitation, he
would disseminate that CPC had no sincerity for peace,

and thus blamed the civil war on CPC; if Mao accepted

1

his invitation, which was out of his expectation, he
could force CPC to give away its armed forces and power in liberated
g Y

areas by means of the negotiations.
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Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Wang Ruofei and other leaders of
CPC set out from Yan'an to Chongqing on August 28, 1945, and
began the Chongging negotiations. KMT assigned Wang Shijie, Zhang

Zhizhong and Shao Lizi as its representatives for the negotiations.

XU FIFEET T 43 Ko AILARERHRH T RRP
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The negotiations lasted 43 days. The delegation of CPC proposed
a basic guideline of the peaceful founding of a New China, i.e.,
resolvedly avoiding the civil war, realizing the unity of the whole
country on the basis of peace, democracy and unity, and founding a
New China of independence,
freedom, wealth and strength.
Chiang Kai-shek had to
ostensibly agree to the convening
of a consultative conference of all
political parties, the guaranteeing
of democracy and freedom,
and the equal, legal status of all
political parties. Finally, Chiang
published the "Summary of
Talks Between CPC and KMT
Representatives," which is also
known as the "Double 10th
Agreement" because it was
published on October 10, i.e.,

the 10th day of the 10th month.
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Yan'an, located in the Loess
Plateau, has been the political
and military center in north
Shaanxi since ancient times, with
a reputation of being a "throat
along the border" and "a place of
strategic importance." During the
anti-Japanese resistance and the
liberation war, Yan'an became the
site of the Central Committee of
CPC. It was in this place that Mao
Zedong and other CPC leaders
commanded the CPC armies and
pro—CPC civilians to persistently
fight the enemy and win one
victory after another, and Yan'an
was reputed as the "shrine of
revolution." From the anti-Japanese
resistance on, many progressive
young people, who embraced
sublime ideals, went to Yan'an
from all directions, making their
contributions to the liberation of the
nation.
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On August 28, 1945, Mao Zedong, Zhou
Enlai and other members of the CPC
negotiating team left for Chongqing
accompainied by the US representative
Patrick Hurley
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During the negotiation in Chongging, Mao
Zedong and Zhou Enlai stayed at Guiyuan.
where the "Double 10th Agreement" was
signed

CEREMER

Yan'an—A Revolutionary Shrine
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However, there still remained disputes both over the political
power and armed forces in the liberated areas. The delegation of
CPC appealed to legal status for the people's army and the democratic
government of the liberated areas, while Chiang demanded that CPC
surrender both its army and liberated areas. In order to achieve the
peace, the CPC delegation made concessions, promising to reduce the
People's Liberation Army to 24 divisions on condition of an overall
reduction of armed forces in China, and retreat from eight liberated

areas, including those in Guangdong and Hunan.

R YFNEE /AN TR BGE TS 5, ]
I tham g 7 ERSEBRAE . SR, i A
i IR Esh, FRSEERTA FFRAINL.

These negotiations forced Chiang to agree to a peaceful

settlement, and meanwhile exposed his policy of "phoney peace and

real civil war." CPC thus gained the political initiative.
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The War of Liberation
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In June 1946, Chiang Kai-shek
ordered a launch of an all-out attack

on the liberated areas. Both soldiers

and civilians of the liberated areas rose
. . s
as one against the enemy. The War of %%

-—

Liberation thus formally started.
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At the beginning of the overall civil war, KMT had obvious
military superiority. They possessed a massive army of over 4,300,000
men, controlled all the big cities and most of the main lines of

transportation in China, and received military and financial support
from the US.

1947 4.2 H, MESIXERBET 7 8 R rER]
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1 BEFREQAZRRIARBHY
TSRS AL
Mao Zedong led the CPC Central
Committee and the PLA headquarters to
fight in northern Shaanxi

2. TR EAL PR A FE TR M
The PLA attacked Jinzhou in the Liaoxi-
Shenyang Campaign

3.1947 &, Xa&. IB/NFEEM;
R ZEHE AR L

In 1947, Liu Bocheng and Deng Xiaoping
led the PLA to march into the Dabie
Mountains

4. NRBHEFNIL T

The PLA entered Beiping

51949 £ 3 A25H, £EF K&
b FAEIEHL I 5 EBRA

Mao Zedong inspected troops at the
Beiping Xiyuan Airport on Mar 25, 1949
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The Peaceful Liberation of
Beijing

1949 1 B, 4t “$IE”
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In January 1949, General Fu
Zuoyi, commander-in—-chief of
the KMT's North China "Bandit
Suppression" Headquarters,
signed a statement on the peaceful
liberation of Beiping (today's
Beijing) after negotiating with the
PLA. On January 31, 1949, the
PLA held a ceremony to enter the
city, and Beiping was liberated
peacefully, which preserved the
long-standing cultural center and
national capital to the utmost, and
meanwhile greatly propelled the
liberation process of the whole of
China.

In February 1947,
the liberated areas
won initial victories.
In March 1947, KMT
bc‘ggm to concentrate
their forces against the
Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia
and Shandong liberated
areas, but these two
areas held out against
all the odds. By June
1947, the strength
of the armed forces
of CPC had grown
remarkably, while that
of KMT had shrunk to
3,730,000 men, with
low morale. At the
same time, the National
Government fell into
grave political and
economic crises. With
the overall strength of
armed forces constantly
growing and gaining
morale, the People's
Liberation Army
(PLA) began to

AR [E

move to the phase of strategic offensive.

1947 4E 7 HilS, MRIE =S KRG Selam PR,
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From July 1947 on, three wings of the PLA advanced

Modern China

southward to the Middle Plains area successively. By August
1948, the strength of the armed forces of the two sides had

changed further, with the PLA increasing to 2,800,000 men and
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the liberated areas having expanded rapidly. The Central Committee
of CPC had made full preparations for decisive campaigns to end the
war. They launched the three major campaigns of Liaoxi-Shenyang,
Huai-Hai and Beijing-Tianjin in succession, which basically destroyed
the main force of the KMT army and liberated most of China. The
victories of these campaigns accelerated the advent of the liberation of

the whole country.

=R, ERERSA KL RAE e ), =%
BT RES, BHAE AR T LRt . 1949 4F 4 H
21 H, BERRMAE Nkard, ANRMIBCEAREZITIH,
PRI, KK 500 2K LR I, 40 =B AT T ik
23 H, AR S GFT . FN ARG,

After the three decisive campaigns, KMT deployed its troops on
the south bank of the Yangtze River, which is a natural barrier. On
April 21, 1949, Mao Zedong and Zhu De ordered the PLA to force the
river in three places along a front of over 500 km, starting from Jiangyin
in the east and ending at Hukou in the west. On April 23, the PLA

occupied Nanjing, and the Chiang Kai-shek clique fled to Taiwan.

A

1. B EELIER

The PLA fought to cross the Yangtze River

\o)

- ARBATAR ST AT
The masses actively supported the front
CARBHESTEREREAT

“BGERT”
The PLA seized Nanjing National
Government "the Presidential Palace"

w
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The Presidential Palace
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The Presidential Palace is
located at NO. 292 Changjiang
Road, Nanjing. It was the residence
of Prince Han at the beginning
of the Ming Dynasty. Sun Yat-
sen used it as his headquarters
when he was an interim president
in 1912. Chiang Kai-shek made it
the site of the National Government
for 14 years before and after the
anti-Japanese war. On April 23,
1949, the PLA seized Nanjing, and
the national flag of the National
Government was removed from
the gate of the Presidential Palace,
marking the end of an old age.
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Introduction
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On October 1, 1949, Chairman Mao Zedong declared solemnly
to the world from the magnificent Tiananmen Gate: "The People's
Republic of China is founded! The Chinese people have risen!" That
day marked the beginning of China's contemporary history. After
the founding of New China, under the direction of CPC and her
first generation leader centered around Chairman Mao, New China
recovered her national economy, established the socialist system,
improved the people's living standard, strengthened the unity of all
ethnic groups, developed relations with foreign countries, and resumed
her legal status in the UN and her permanent membership in the UN

Security Council. China took on an entirely new look both politically

and economically.

MA978 SEFTUR, AEVAAR/INF IR L 28 AR R4
PRI T, (RS KB ar B AESD T, i
PENBCFRITBONAL: 22 2 SR B BTN Y, 2257 L JR
HEIORIR, B, AE. b hE A4S
20, Wbt st , Mhts P Bk
R T AU, ] R

1 ERRZ]

Beijing Tiananmen

2. bigtHESFREN

The opening ceremony of Shanghai World
Exposition

3. &

Hong Kong
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In 1978, led by the second-generation leadership group of the Central Committee of CPC, which
was centered around Deng Xiaoping and impelled by the Third Technological Revolution, New China
entered a new period of reform, opening-up and socialist modernization, with her economy developing
rapidly, her undertakings in the scientific, educational, cultural, sports and health fields making constant
progress and her international status increasing by leaps and bounds. Using the policy of " one country, two
systems," China successfully solved the historical questions of governing Hong Kong and Macao.

PATT PR OWZ DR S = AR ARk, T PR AL 4], DUR RN, A5 REE
PNIBUREEREERG b, RSIRFFBOR T IROBCR . 1997 SR 1999 AEF M1 53 BB
[, 2001 SEHEIAME R S 4141 (WTO) |, X2 3 CRARL g4 7
PRGN o

Facing international changes and turbulence, the third central leadership group concentrated around
Jiang Zemin remained steady and calm, and continued to adhere to the policy of opening and reform on
the basis of internal political stability. Hong Kong and Macao were smoothly returned in 1997 and 1999,

respectively. China went on to join the WTO in 2001, which exerted a positive influence on the socialist

modernization of China.

PASER o e se ok, air i RS, At PR R IR 224, IS
TSR H RO Ok . FREEISEEE T TR OB, ok TR RIS | R 60 JAAE
I — RAVE KB 5T, E 2010 4, FRIE O H AR RS
RETEA.

Under the leadership of the Central Committee of CPC, with Hu Jintao as its General Secretary,
the Chinese people have continued to vigorously impel the great revival of the Chinese nation. China has
fulfilled her dream of "flying to the moon," and sponsored a series of important events such as the Beijing

Olympic Games, the 60th National Day and the Shanghai World Exposition. In the economic arena,

China had exceeded Japan to become the second-largest economy in the world in 2010.

FAT, PRI I g S A5 C R sE RS, RGeS HE rh Ry it
SEGHE, ETR, WMBUEE, SRR, BERDIE, BT, SRSy
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At present, under the leadership of the CPC Central
Committee, which has Xi Jinping as the general secretary,
the Chinese people are unswervingly adhering to socialism
with Chinese characteristics, carrying forward the cause
and forging ahead into the future, emancipating the mind,
sticking to reform and opening up, gathering strength,
overcoming the difficulties, and making joint efforts to
build a well-off society in an all-round way, to realize the
Chinese dream of the Chinese nation's great rejuvenation
and to speed up the construction of socialism with Chinese

characteristics.
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Mao Zedong and the Founding of New China

1949 £ 9 H21 H,
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In September 1949, the First Plenary Session of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) was held in
Beiping. The Plenary Session decided to found the People's Republic
of China (PRC), and elected Mao Zedong as Chairman of the Central
People's Government of the PRC, and Zhu De, Liu Shaoqi and others
as Vice-Chairmen. The Plenary Session also chose to change the name
of Beiping to Beijing and make it the capital of the PRC, and adopt the

March of the Volunteers as the national anthem

and the five-star red flag as the national flag.

10 H1H M 21, FxREFAE
AR, AT ROy R A R BURFIEL
SRR

At 2 p.m. on October 1, the state leaders
were sworn into office, and Zhou Enlai was
appointed as Premier of the Government

Administration Council of the Central People's

Government.

1. EER

Mao Zedong

2194994 10A1H, EFFRE

BERRIIHE LETEE:
“rhift \REMEFRRARK

FERSLT! ”

On October 1, 1949, Chairman Mao

Zedong solemnly declared from Tiananmen

Rostrum, "The Central Government of the

People's Republic of China is founded!"

3. HELMRE

The five-star red flag

A BFFREREHBE, HHE

F-HAERABEELRRZ
IAHBTHE
President Mao Zedong pressed the bottom,
and then the first five-star red flag of the
new China was raised up slowly in the
Tiananmen Square

5. ARARBAREXRZII HR
TR P E R A

People in Beijing celebrated the birth of the
new China in Tiananmen Square

6. FEARBHEMEZTRE
Rt ol
The PLA Ground Force were receiving
inspection in Tiananmen Square
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At 3 p.m., the founding

ceremony of the PRC was

held. In Beijing, 300,000 people gathered in Tiananmen Square.
Standing on the Tiananmen Gate, Mao Zedong declared solemnly to
the world, "The Central People's Government of the People's Republic
of China is founded!" He personally raised the first five-star red flag to
the accompaniment of an artillery salute. This was followed by a grand

military review, and a firework display in the evening.

rAe NIRRT, AR 100 2R R D
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The founding of the PRC marked the end of the semi-colonial
and semi-feudal society of old China, which had lasted for more than
one century, and opened a new chapter in Chinese history. Since
then, China, with nearly a quarter of the world's population within her
territory,
has been a
united and
independent
country,
and her
people have
become
their own

masters.

251



P

Common Knowledge about Chinese History

252

DLISTEW] PR LR

The War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea

1950 47 6 125 H, WML .
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On June 25, 1950, a civil war broke out
on the Korean Peninsula. The US immediately
sent troops to intervene in the internal affairs of Korea, and meanwhile,
the US navy invaded the Taiwan Straits. On July 7, the US manipulated
the UN Security Council to pass a resolution, and thus organized a
"UN Command" consisting mainly of US troops in order to expand
the aggression against Korea. US President H. S. Truman appointed
General Douglas MacArthur as the Commander-in-Chief of the "UN

Command."

PP 2 SRR S gk A (), T SR R T U R
WIBGRUR NSt | s Forsm APt

China insisted on a peaceful solution to the Korean question and
strongly protested against the US armed interference in Korea's internal

affairs as well as its intrusion into China's territory and territorial air

space.

9 H15 H, SREAEISEI R ok, dEuoiee AR %,
T 10 Aot AbgE 38 JELR (iR “=/\&” ), @K
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On September 15, the US troops landed on the western coast

of Korea to assault the People's Army of Korea, and crossed the

38th Parallel (the demarcation line between the Democratic People's

—_

n

CHEARTEERIBET,
FFiEb FAEE KR 37

Chinese People's Volunteers cross the
Yalu River and marched to the Korean
battlefield

CHREE(E). BB (H)

LR ARE—E

Peng Dehuai (left), kill Il Sung (right)and
other Chinese and Korean commanding
personnel

319534 7 B 27 H, ¥ E&K

hEHF MR TESET

On July 27, 1953, the signing ceremony of
the Korean armistice agreement was held
in Panmunjom, on the 38th Parallel
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Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea), attempting to quickly
seize the whole of Korea. At the same time, the US air force bombed
Chinese villages and towns near the Chinese-Korean border, and its
navy bombarded Chinese ships. The security of China was seriously
endangered.

10 A4, FEBURFR S e R 2 a3 SO RIS
FEaR, fEH PR, R DT R PEAR
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Upon the request of the government of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, the Chinese government made a decision in early
October to "resist the US and aid Korea, and protect our motherland."
On October 19, 1950, under Commander-in-Chief Peng Dehuai, the
Chinese People's Volunteers crossed the Yalu River and marched to
the Korean battlefield to fight side by side with the Korean People's
Army against the US invaders. From October 1950 to June 1951, they
launched five strategic campaigns in succession, which forced the "UN
forces" back to the 38th Parallel. In July 1951, the two belligerent

parties began armistice talks. On July 27, 1953, they signed an armistice

agreement, and the Korean War ended.

DU IR A RIER], R wE 17 [ 32 S AR i
O, HEP TSSO, Sem TR EAERREE, Oy
Hrr R BT T DR E R ERS .

The War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea crushed the
imperialists' aggressive ambitions, helped to safeguard Asian and global

peace, enhanced China's international prestige and won a peaceful
environment of relative stability for the construction of New China.
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Zhou Enlai and New China's Diplomacy
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Zhou Enlai was an important leader of CPC. He was an
outstanding statesman and diplomat who played an important role in
a series of major historical events, such as the Northern Expedition,
Nanchang Uprising, Zunyi Conference, Long March, Xi'an Incident,
Chongqing Negotiations and the founding of the PRC. As the first
premier and concurrently minister of foreign affairs of New China,
he possessed superb diplomatic skills and charisma. Every time his

appearance at diplomatic occasions brought hope to those who loved

peace. He was a symbol of
success and victory.
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1. AESREE (1898—1976 )
Premier Zhou Enlai (1898-1976 AD)

2.1954 £, FREHFEAARESN
In 1954, Zhou Enlai attended Geneva
Conference

319722 A 21 H, £EZ% R
Sk E, FERRENS
bk
On February 21, 1972, Premier Zhou Enlai
greeted US President Richard Nixon at
Beijing International Airport

From April to July 1954, the US, the Soviet Union, China, France
and the belligerent parties in the Korean War and the Indo-China War
held a conference in Geneva, Switzerland, to discuss the armistice issue.

This was the first important international conference in which New

China participated as a great nation. The Chinese delegation, led by
Zhou Enlai, accomplished their objectives at the conference with flying

colors, and made a great contribution to the restoration of peace.

JE RO IE Ry v S0 R DMGEMHH T AR H DTk, Hr b
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Zhou Enlai also made exceptional

contributions to the improvement of
Sino-US relations. Relations between
China and the US were suspended for
over two decades after the founding of
New China. But in the late 1960s, both
the Chinese and the US governments
decided to improve their relations. Zhou
Enlai invited the US reporter Edgar
Snow and his wife to the National Day
celebrations held in the Tiananmen
Square on October 1, 1970, sending a

signal of friendship to the US.
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On February 21, 1972, US President Richard Nixon visited
China, despite the fact that the two countries had no formal diplomatic
relations and had been hostile against each other for long. Zhou Enlai
went to the airport to welcome him, and said, as they shook hands,
"You stretched out your hand across the broadest ocean in the world
to shake hands with me." From that moment on, relations between the
two countries began to be orbited onto the road of normalization. Zhou
Enlai played a decisive
role in this process,
displaying great
creativity, flexibility,
and extraordinary
diplomatic skills in
working out and
implementing China's

policy concerning the
USA.

ERSIE
The “Ping-Pong Diplomacy”
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From April 10 to 17, 1971, a US
table tennis (Ping—Pong) delegation
toured China, playing matches
with their Chinese counterpart.
This was the first US delegation to
visit China by invitation since the
founding of the PRC. From April 12
to 29, 1972, a Chinese table tennis
delegation returned a visit to the
USA. This "Ping—Pong diplomacy"
gave momentum to the process of

normalizing relations between the
PRC and the USA.

11971 £ 4 B, ARkEEAEL
ReERTEEERERRKAS
R R
In April, 1971, Prime Minister Zhou Enlai
met with the all members of table tennis
delegation of United States in Beijing

2. EMHFES XEEhEFTEE

XYIFEKE

Zhuang Zedong compared notes with the
chairman of the American Table Tennis
Association Steenhoven



LA

Contemporary China

U BSTU Y

Deng Xiaoping and the Reform and Opening-up
|
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The Third Plenary Session
of the 11th Central Committee

of CPC, held in late 1978, saw

the introduction of China's

1

reform and opening-up policies. The process of the new policies was
from rural reform to urban reform, from reform of the economic
structure to that of structures in all aspects, and from internal vitalization

to external opening-up.

AR/NPIEX B EEAT N, H SO TR
BB

Deng Xiaoping was the major leader and general architect of
China's reform and opening-up policies.

AR T B TR g2 2307 e
PAEEprids ooy, A TBURE I, AR S TS
FAARRTUER], FESTE TR CREMR” R RN DT
R, EES A B EARE S 3 SO 25 A . IR,
BOEBUR AT, ISEB I MBRUD . KU . &
RAEHE.

Deng Xiaoping initiated the theory of "building socialism with

) Chinese characteristics," e.g., carrying out construction to realize
1. IBINF R R ESCE F AR SR . . . .
Deng Xiaoping was the mastermind behind modernization with economic construction as the central task,
China's reform and opening-up policies
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implementing the household
contract responsibility
system with remuneration
linked to output in rural
areas, and, in urban areas
practicing various economic
systems of responsibility
to prevent people from
"eating from the same big
pot" (getting the same
reward or pay as everyone
else regardless of one's
work performance) and
establishing a socialist market
economic system based on
public ownership of the
means of production. At
the same time, the political
systems were also reformed,
such as by separating the
functions of the Party and the government, transferring power to
lower levels, simplifying the administrative structure and developing a

democratic style of work.
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Deng Xiaoping advocated combining
reform and opening-up, and setting up special
economic zones (SEZs) to attract foreign

investment and boost the economy. In July

1979, the State Council decided to set up the

1. SBNFLET R E T A i) R
Deng Xiaoping were talking about the
issues of reform and opening-up

2. NES IR ERHHER A

Deng Xiaoping visited the Shenzhen Xianke
laser Company

3. Ap/NEAR R R

Deng Xiaoping went on an inspection tour
of Zhuhai

4. IBNFRE EiBEH AT

Deng Xiaoping went on an inspection tour
of Shanghai Nanpu Bridge
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On November 11,2001, the signing
ceremony for China's accession to the Word
Trade Organization (WTO) was held in
Doha ,the capital of Qatar. Shi Guangsheng,
the then current China's Minister of Foreign
Trade and Economic Cooperation, and
Mr.Moore, General Secretary of the WTO,
celebrated the accession
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first group of SEZs in Guangdong and Fujian provinces on a trial basis.
In 1980, the four SEZs of Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shantou and Xiamen
were formally set up. Then a dozen coastal cities were opened in
succession, and open economic regions were established in the Yangtze
River Delta, the Pearl River Delta, southeast Fujian area and the area
around the Bohai Sea. The Hainan Island was made a full-fledged
province and an SEZ. In January 1984, Deng Xiaoping and other
leaders went on an inspection tour of the Shenzhen and Zhuhai SEZs.
In 1992, Deng inspected Wuchang, Shenzhen, Zhuhai and Shanghai,
and gave instructions to emphasize boldness in the reform and opening-
up tasks, telling people to grasp opportunities and take economic

development as the key to progress.

AR BB 07 , SR E AR,
HEANA, RREEET, ke B SO RIS

Deng emphasized, "Science and technology are the first
productive forces," and urged more respect for knowledgeable and

talented people. He also noted the need to develop education and

strengthen the construction of socialist spiritual civilization.

EMROR AT AT L, XB/NFEe i TR — P
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As for the Hong Kong and Macao questions, Deng advanced the
principle of "one country, two systems" to realize the reunification of
the country. This principle underlay the successful reunion of Hong

Kong and Macao with the motherland.
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After more than three
decades of reform and opening-
up, China has made enormous
achievements in the political,
economic, cultural and other fields,
with its comprehensive national
power obviously increased. It has
now exceeded Japan and become
the second-largest economy in
the world, and the people's living
standards have increasingly been

improved.
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Hong Kong's Return to China
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Britain waged the aggressive
Opium War against China in June

1840, and seized the Hong Kong
Island on January 26, 1841. On

August 29, 1842, the government of the Qing Dynasty was forced to

sign the Treaty of Nanking with Britain, formally ceding the Hong

Kong Island to Britain.
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1. FEB RIS

A scene of the hand-over ceremony

2198249 A 24 H, B/NFEE
ERARKEERAEKEHHE
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On September 24, 1982, Deng Xiaoping
met with British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher in Beijing Great Hall

3.1984 £ 12 A 19 A, PhFH
AR E B K T &R 3
BKERBHEFNK
On December 19, 1984, Deng Xiaoping
attended the ceremony of signing the
Sino-British Joint Declaration on the
Question of Hong Kong

4. BEEDEARHES
A night scene ofter Hong Kong's return to
China

. EEARRKKEEFHEE
The Hong Kong people are celebrating
their coming back to the motherland

IEREFESERFEFES
AR EMA

President Jiang Zemin and Prince Charles
in the Hong Kong handover ceremony
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On December 19, 1984, Deng
Xiaoping proposed the principle of
"one country, two systems" to solve
the Hong Kong question when he met
with British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher. Under this principle, Hong
Kong was to be administered by Hong
Kong people as a highly autonomous
region, and Hong Kong's capitalist 6
system and lifestyle would not be changed for 50 years. After many
rounds of consultation, China and Britain reached an agreement, and
signed the "Sino-British Joint Declaration on the Question of Hong

Kong," which declared that "the Chinese government will resume
exercise of its sovereignty over Hong Kong from July 1, 1997, and at

the same time Britain will return Hong Kong to China."
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On midnight of June 30, 1997, the handover ceremony was
held solemnly in Hong Kong. At zero hour on July 1, the national
flag of the PRC and the regional flag of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) were raised. Jiang Zemin, president
of the PRC, solemnly declared at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre the handover of sovereignty over Hong Kong
between the Chinese and British governments in accordance with their
Joint Declaration, China's resuming exercise of sovereignty over Hong
Kong, and the founding of the HKSAR. Then Tung Chee Hwa, the
first Chief Executive of the HKSAR, took the oath of office. The one-

and-a-half centuries of Britain's colonial rule of Hong Kong came to an

end, and Hong Kong finally returned to the motherland.
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Macao's Return to China
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Macao was the first Chinese territory to fall into the hands of

Western colonialists, as beginning in 1553, the Portuguese gradually

asserted their power over it.
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A scene of the Hand—over ceremony
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On April 13, 1987, after officially signing
the "Sino-Portuguese Joint Declaration
on the Question of Macao®, the leaders of
China and Portugal gives a toast

IEREFESRINALGER
IRz E

President Jiang Zemin and Portuguese
President Sampaio at the handover
ceremony to mark the return of Macao to
China

ElJAfEHIET

The return Macao

pEawlElEl%

The grand scene of the return of Macao
1999 £ 12 B20 HERE, &
ITHETT 357 AR K E A

A midnight scene at Largo do Senado
Square after Macao's return to China, Dec
20, 1999
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Macao
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Situated on the west bank
of the Pearl River Delta, Macao
covers an area of 23.5 km2, with
a population of about 440,000.
It is a place where Eastern and
Western cultures converge. Macao
has a free economic system. In
recent years, tourism, gambling
and various other service trades
have gradually replaced the
manufacturing industry to become
the economic mainstay.
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At the end of the 1970s,
China and Portugal reached an
agreement in principle on the
question of Macao. After peaceful
and friendly negotiations from
1986 to 1987, China and Portugal
finally signed the "Sino-Portuguese
Joint Declaration on the Question
of Macao" on April 13, 1987. The
Declaration affirmed that Macao is
a part of China, and the Chinese
government would resume exercise
of its sovereignty over the territory
on December 20, 1999.

1999 4 12 H 19 H 23 [ 42 43, W IO B OE
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At 23:42 on December 19, 1999, the hand-over ceremony

formally opened, in the presence of PRC President Jiang Zemin,
Portuguese President Jorge Sampaio, and other leading governmental
officials. At zero hour on December 20, Jiang Zemin declared the
resumption of exercise of China's sovereignty over Macao by the
Chinese government. Ho Hau-Wah, the first Chief Executive of the

Macao Special Administrative Region, then took the oath of office.
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Yang Liwei, the Space Hero
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The Chinese people were the

1 first to have the dream of flying in
space. The myth of Chang'e flying to the moon is familiar to all Chinese
people, and the artistic images of flying fairies on the Dunhuang murals
are extremely beautiful. Wan Hu of the Ming Dynasty of China was
the first to attempt flight by means of rockets in the history of mankind,

and the first to sacrifice his life for the exploration of space flight.

1988 4F, SRR — 08 1 ARRE T AT aHrRr B 0
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Neil Armstrong (1930-2012), the first astronaut of the USA to
land on the moon, made a speech at the Beijing Spaceflight Medical
Engineering Institute when he paid a visit to China in 1988. Armstrong
said, "The first human being who dreamed of space flight was a beautiful
Chinese girl, while the first human being who actually reached the moon

is an American. That pretty Chinese girl was Chang'e, and the American

is just me." Armstrong's words, despite his intended fun and kindness,

1. HEXZERITE—A

Yang Liwei — the first astronaut of China

%I

2. BRFEEREC AR TP EEE
FBL A ENE

Yang Liwei shows the flag of the PRC and
the UN in capsules

3. HEKXREITEE —A—EER
Zhai Zhigang — the first space walker of
China

4. BRI WAL E 3N T E EE
Zhai Zhigang waves the flag of the PRC in
the outside—cabin space
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nation, which had had brilliant civilization,
has lagged far behind since the early

modern times. When could the astronauts
of China make their space flight?

SR, kR, &
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Today, China has technological strength and comprehensive

national strength. Who, then, could fulfill the task of virgin spaceflight?
The first spaceflight was an extremely challenging task, and it had to
be assigned to a man of extraordinary willpower. History chose Yang
Liwei.

A, S R IR I 5 — AR 5. 2003 4F 10 J
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Yang belongs to the first generation of astronauts of China. At 9
o'clock Beijing time on October 15, 2003, Yang rode Shenzhou No. 5,
carried by the long March II-F rocket, to enter outer space for the first
time, becoming the first man in the history of spaceflight in China. The
spaceship successfully landed in the middle part of Inner Mongolia at
6:28, October 16, 2003, and Yang Liwei's name spread quickly all over

the world. His "initiative flight" was an epochal flight of the Chinese

nation.

R AR, AT T N T R,
PRI B K" e, SRR AR OB AR TS
"For flying in space, the Chinese took five thousand years." From
Chang'e, Wan Hu to Yang Liwei, the Chinese people always dream of
flying in the sky. Yang Liwei's "initiative flight" success, make the flying
dream became a reality of the Chinese nation.
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The opening ceremony of Beijing Olympic

2, 72008 4F-8 J18 H 20T, 2008 478 H 24 H 4. “[) o

2 tRBESPERRAE
é/\«[ﬂ» %[ H /\72!(/7[;&” ( One WOI'ld One Dream ) El g;emgl;mese delegation of Beijing Olympic
Zliﬁj*tk D Te 7{{%%&%. %&i&]:jh 204 ’ ﬁ% ZjJJ'_I\ s '?Eifggr?ffﬁﬁ%ﬁpm Games
11438 A, 1528 Fluzzh, 302 BiLb3EmH
4 ERBELERY—IRE
The Beijing Olympic Games 2008 was the 29th summer Olympic Fuwa—the Mascots of Beijing Olympic

Games. It opened at 20 on August 8 and closed on August 24 , 2008.
This session of Olympics had "One World, One Dream" as its slogan.
Attended by 11,438 competitors from 204 countries and regions, it set

up 28 kinds of sports and 302 competitive items.

KRRz =RKHE: iz, PRz, AX
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Fuwa—The Mascots of
Beijing Olympic Games
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Fuwa (good-luck dolls) were
the mascots of the 2008 Summer
Olympics in Beijing. The designs,
created by a famous Chinese
artist Han Meilin, were infused
with the images of fish, giant
panda, Olympic holy torch, Tibetan
antelope and swallow. There are five
fuwa: Beibei, Jingjing, Huanhuan,
Yingying, and Nini. Together, the
names form the sentence "Beijing
huanying ni," which literally means
"Beijing welcomes you."

Fuwa impress children all
over the world with the spirit of
friendship, peace and ambition and
the good wish for the harmonious
relations between man and nature.
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This Olympics had three themes in general: Green Olympics,
Scientific and Technological Olympics, and Humanity Olympics. The
Beijing Olympics stressed human spirit, attached importance to the
coordinated mind and body of man, and emphasized that the Olympics
should be viewed as a combination of sports, culture and art or a grand
cultural event rather than a mere sport meeting. It showed the Chinese
people's wish to seek peace, development and progress together with

the world people. It was a window for the world to learn about the

culture and history of China.
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In this session of
Olympics, there emerged
many impressive highlights:

1. 2F T iz 8) i
MR ¥, AE 51 100
KITH LA 9 # 69 1y
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FEAE 200 KT H LT
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1. Jamaican runner Usain Bolt created a new world record in
men's 100-m with a time of 9.69 seconds, and broke the world's record

in 200-m race once again.

2. Rk TAER B BT 15 8 Mg, HTRE T
0« MR TR — B 2T 7 B R i e ADoK
2. USA swimmer Michael Phelps won eight gold medals

consecutively, breaking the record of Mark Andrew Spitz, who had

won seven gold medals in the single session of Olympics.

3. Bl A R 2 P B A R, 2 R B B b PR
B

3. Afghanistan won a bronze medal in tackwondo, winning the
first medal of this country in Olympic history.
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At 22:15 on July 13, 2001, Samaranch

declared in Moscow that Beijing gained the
sponsorship of Olympics 2008

2. 58—k 2008 FRESE
247
=
Bird's nest — the major game site of Beijing
Olympic Games 2008

3. FEEF 100 KRFEH, FEinik
FoER-HREUNIPEIF
BEMIITH AL R

Jamaican runner Usain Bolt won a gold
medal and created a new world record in
men's 100-m in 9.69 seconds
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4. Yelena Isinayeva, a pole vaulter from Russia, created the

world's records in women's pole vault for the 24th time.
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In this Olympic Games, China won 51 gold, 21 silver and 28
bronze medals, for a total of 100. It ranked first in gold medal tally and
second in medal count among all participant countries. It was the best
achievement it had made in the history of the Olympics.

HELE A EATRZMIMER, 2008 £ EIZ2AEIIH
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MR X ERTNE . e —REIERTE S s 2.

China has the largest population in the world. With the
Olympics 2008 held in Beijing, the capital of a country which has
one fifth of the world population and 400,000,000 young people.
The concept and spirit of Olympics were more extensively spread
and promoted. As the IOC President Jacques Rogge said on the
closing ceremony of the Olympics 2008, Beijing Olympic Games

was a "truly exceptional games."
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The 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the PRC

2009 4 10 H 1 H, A NRILFIERER 60 H30E,
October 1, 2009 was the 60th anniversary of the founding of the
People's Republic of China.

10 11 H B, b Bl . R, s
TR, S, MRZEZEHSE AR LTI
B b, RARFERYRG, il “60 3k, ELLERAR. XB
ANE TR A O 5 I = AR R R AR S0 1 oS
KUK 5 RS, By B i B iR AR RO A
ORI, R R AT AR T, S TR
IR F B Rk, %5 17 HEA BRI, 5K,
—ANFIAAL . TS ROR AR 2 2 SO
(wei) SRz (yi) SEAEMRATT . " MR RS RS
NP “PERIHPE AR S I, 26 T, —ibs
(fél téng) o
On the morning of
October 1 that year, Hu
Jintao, Secretary of The
Central Committee of CPC,
President of the PRC and
the Chairman of the Central
Military Commission, was in
a Sun Yet-sen suit, delivering
a celebration speech at the
Tiananmen Gate. He said,
"In the past sixty years, with
the three generations of Party
leadership with Comrade
Mao Zedong, Comrade Deng
Xiaoping and Comrade Jiang

Zemin as a core, and with the

1.2009 F[EK 60 B EKH, R=Z
I 3H2ATREEF M

In the celebration of the 60th Anniversary of
the founding of the PRC, the national flag—
raising ceremony was held in the Tiananmen
Square

N

HAREERAEERE=E
President Hu Jintao reviewing the military
parade
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Military Parade
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Historical literature shows that
military parades had emerged as
early as in ancient Egypt, Persia
and Rome before Christ. In China,
the earliest records on the review of
military parades were made during
the Spring and Autumn Period,
which says to 'review military
parade to deter vassals." For
example, a review of Grand Military
Parade" was once carried in August
of the Sixth Year of the Reign of
Duke Huan. "What is a Grand
Military Parade? It is the review of
procession of fighting vehicles." The
earliest review of military parade
was in the form of hunting. In a
review of military parade, the troops
were deployed in battle arrays,
with the highest ruler shot preys
with arrows in front of the arrays
first, and then reviewed the arrays.
The terracotta warriors and horses
excavated around the mausoleum
of Qinshihuan recently were very
like the review of military parade in
ancient China.

The earliest modern military
parade for the celebration of
national day originated from France.
It is a tradition of France to hold
a military parade on its National
Day on July 14, which is intended
for celebrating the day when the
populace seized the Bastile during
the French Revolution period, a
symbol of the feudal dynasties.
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leadership of the Central Committee formed after the 16th National

Congress of the CPC, with hard work and wisdom of all ethnic groups
of the country, the Chinese people have joined hands to overcome the
great hardship and made great contributions that have been recognized
by the world, and proved our perseverance and endurance. Today,
a socialist China is standing firm in the east as marching towards
modernization, embracing the world and future." At the end of his
speech, President Hu shouted, "Long live the great Chinese people!"

to the cheers of the whole nation.
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The celebration activity of all circles in the capital city was
solemnly performed on the Tiananmen Square and along the Chang'an
Street. The National Day military parade started at around 10 A.M.
Tens of square arrays paraded through the Tiananmen Square. This
was the largest panorama display with the largest number of military

equipment during the period of 60 years since the founding of New

China. The military parade was followed by the procession of civilians,
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during which 100,000 people of all circles, 36 square
arrays composed of 60 floats and six formations
of marching artistic performance passed in order
through the central part of the Tiananmen Square
in Beijing, the capital city of China, expressing the
patriotic passions of the Chinese people both at
home and abroad.

IR R 60 J4E, ANBUZ ALK B
P, WIS T AEROE.

The celebration for the 60th anniversary of the
founding of China was not only a great event of the

Chinese people, but also drew the attention of the

whole globe.
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Associated Press: The celebration of the

National Day arouses the patriotism of the Chinese

people. At this beautiful moment, the Chinese
people are proud that China has shaken off the sixty-year-ago wars
and poverty, and become the third largest vigorous economy in
the world. The great celebration conducted at the center of Beijing
City displayed the increasing global influence of China. President
Hu Jintao, together with other leaders of China, celebrated its new
achievement on the world stage. Now, the output of one day in
China equates that of one year five decades ago, and it has been
expected to surpass Japan to become the second largest economy in
the world in 2010.
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The three-service honor guards guarded the
military flag crossing the Tiananmen Square

2. T EFAEZ K E
A female soldiers' square formation receiving
inspection

3. BT A BT R 3%
The civilians' parade crossing Tiananmen
Square

4. HEERETRAERBERGES
All circle in the capital city were holding the
National Day Gala

LA

Contemporary China

R ERRE - MEKENNSRIEY —,
TS 60 FATEDILZ By, AR T H 5.

Tokyo News Service: Compared with the military parade ten
years ago, very advanced weapons emerge, including armored vehicles
and surface-to-air missiles. China has owned world first class weapons.
Military forces are one of signs of a nation's strength, and China shows
its confidence on the occasion of the celebration for its 60th National
Day.
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After 60 years trials and hardship, New China hands over an
excellent answer sheet, and the ancient civilization reveals its vigor
once again. Today's China has caught up with the strides of times,
steadily stepping on the broad road towards affluence and peace. Just as
President Hu Jintao has pointed out, "Looking forward to the future,
the prospect of China's development is infinitely bright." And China
will "advance with the times, forge ahead with keen determination,
continue to move ahead courageously towards the goal of building a
strong, democratic, civilized, harmonious, and modernized socialist
country and achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation,
and continue to make new and greater contributions to humankind

with their own hard work and unremitting efforts."
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Shanghai World Exposition
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The World Exposition is a fair of civilizations of mankind. Since
the "Great Exhibition of Industries of All Nations" in London in
1851, the World Exposition is increasingly becoming a great meeting
place of the global economy, science and technology and culture,
an important stage for people of all countries to conclude historical
experiences, exchange intelligence, showcase cooperative spirits, and
envision future development. The World Exposition features long
duration, considerable scales, large numbers of participant countries and
profound influence. Therefore, the World Exposition has been praised
as the "Olympic" meeting in the fields of world economy, science and

technology and culture.

1.
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The opening ceremony of 2010 Shanghai

World Exposition saw large lighting fountain
firework display held in Shanghai

CHEEBASEE “EHLER
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The gallery of large multimedia video of the
Riverside Scene on the Qingming Festival
in the China Pavilion
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China Pavilion
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The 69-metre high pavilion,
the tallest structure at the Expo,
is dubbed "The Oriental Crown"
because of its resemblance to an
ancient Chinese crown exteriorly
painted in Chinese red. It was
meticulously designed with
profound meaning and symbolism.
The architectonic feature of the
building was inspired by the
Chinese roof bracket known as
the dougong, a traditional wooden
bracket used to support large
overhanging eaves which dates
back nearly 2,000 years. As the
main China pavilion rises up at the
center with overhanging columns,
the joint provincial pavilions stretch
out in plane, playing the role of
platform pedestals to set off the
major pavilion, and forming an
urban square that symbolizes
openness, flexibility and unity and
displays multi-layers. Altogether,
these two parts constitute a whole
which expresses such a theme as a
great nation in a golden age.

LA

Contemporary China

2010 4F by BT 2

JEE 41 i RS S
Fs H1H=ZE 10 31 H, EhE EEERT. SINER
FIEFRALUT 240 24>, N Jmttie 2 i, sl 7R
FHEEAT T3 LA TR S

The Shanghai World Exposition 2010 was the 41th session of its

2010

kind, and was held in Shanghai from May 1 to October 31, 2010. Tt was
attended by more than 240 countries and international organizations,
surpassing any other session in the amount of participants, and attracting

tens of millions of audiences from every corner of the world.
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The theme of the Shanghai World Exposition was "Better City,

Better Life," which was complemented with five sub-themes: the
blending of diverse cultures in the city, economic prosperity in the
city, innovation of science and technology in the city, the remodeling
of communities in the city, and rural-urban interaction. This session of
exposition intended to fulfill four goals: 1. To raise public awareness

about various challenges in the "age of cities," and offer possible
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resolutions; 2. To improve the protection of city heritage, make people
pay more attention to the healthy development of cities; 3. To spread
the concept of sustainable city development, pertinent experience of
successful practices and innovative technology, seek for the pattern
of sustainable city development in developing countries; and 4. To
improve communication, integration and mutual understanding in
human societies.
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The 21st century
is an important time for
city development, as it is
anticipated that 55% of the
total global population will
live in cities and towns.
Therefore, the prospect
of future urban life is a
global topic, and is related
to countries and peoples at
various development levels.
During the 184-day duration
of the first city-themed world
exposition, governments and
people of all countries in the

world adhered to the theme
of "Better City, Better Life"
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1. Lt SmTE
The Swiss Pavilion at the Shanghai World
Exposition

2. bigtHESEEIE
The France Pavilion at the Shanghai World
Exposition

3. bigttHESEEE
The Germany Pavilion at the Shanghai
World Exposition

4. bigtHEShEERE
The China Pavilion at the Shanghai World
Exposition

5. LigttEas
The emblem of Shanghai World Exposition
6. LitEaE#Y
The mascot of Shang World Exposition
7. Lt E S AT IR AR RES
“NkEE”
The future angel “baby Miguelin® of the

Spain Pavilion at the Shanghai World
Exposition
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to fully display the achievements of urban civilization, exchange the
experiences in urban development, and spread the advanced concepts
about cities. Accordingly, they explored completely new patterns for
man's inhabitation, life and work in the new century, and offered vivid
examples for the building of ecologically harmonious society and the
sustainable development of mankind.
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China, an Oriental civilization with a long history, is a country

fond of international exchanges and world peace. The Shanghai World
Exposition 2010 was the first of its kind held in a developing country.
It indicated the international communities' support for and trust of the
Chinese path of reform and opening-up, and also the world's attention
to and expectation for the future development of China.
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A Brief Chronology of Chinses Histroy

B XHE

Ancient Chian

|IBHE2&/HX Paleolithic Period

A EH Neolithic Period

A Five Emperors

B Xia Dynasty

7 Shang Dynasty
I HIHA early stage of the Shang Dynasty
/5 late stage of the Shang Dynasty

F& Zhou Dynasty
P& Western Zhou Dynasty
% & Eastern Zhou Dynasty

Z (Z%E ) Qin Dynasty (Qin Empire)

% Han Dynasty
783X Western Han Dynasty
%X Eastern Han Dynasty

=[E Three Kingdoms
& Wei Dynasty
&)X Shuhan Dynasty
= Wu Dynasty

& Jin Dynasty
P& Western Jin Dynasty
% & Eastern Jin Dynasty

B 4L&A Southern and Northern Dynasties
8 Southern Dynasty

5R Song Dynasty

¥ Qi Dynasty

# Liang Dynasty

B& Chen Dynasty

#9170 THERI—1840 &
€.1700000 years ago—-1840 AD

9170 AER—H 1 TER
€.1700000 years ago—c.10000 years ago

231 FI&E/—4000 /]
¢.10000 years ago—4000 years ago

A TTHET 30 LR 1—2I5T 21 tHEEH)
¢.30 century BC-c.21st century BC

£925THT 2070—FHT 1600 4 2070 BC-1600 BC

AJCHET 1600—FHi 1046 £ 1600 BC-1046 BC

/A JCH] 1600—HR7T 1300 £ 1600 BC-1300 BC
/A JTHT 1300—8T 1046 £ 1300 BC-1046 BC

ATTHT 1046—F0T 256 4 1046 BC-256 BC
/ATCHT 1046—F7 771 £ 1046 BC-771 BC
/AJTHT 771—FRi 256 4 771 BC-256 BC

/NJTHEI 221—FRi 206 £ 221 BC-206 BC

/ANTTHT 206—ATT 220 4 206 BC-220 AD
NTTHT 206—/ATT 25 £ 206 BC-25 AD
ATT 25—220 £ 25 AD-220 AD

N IT 220—280 4E 220 AD-280 AD
AJT 220—265 £ 220 AD-265 AD
ATL 221—263 £ 221 AD-263 AD
NIT 222—280 4F 222 AD-280 AD

ATT 265—420 £ 265 AD-420 AD
/AJC 265—317 £ 265 AD-317AD
AT 317—420 £ 317 AD-420 AD

N IT 420—589 4F 420 AD-589 AD

AL 420—479 £ 420 AD-479 AD
AT 479—502 £E 479 AD-502AD
AT 502—557 £ 502 AD-557 AD
AJT 557—589 £ 557 AD-589 AD




Jt#A Northern Dynasty

Jt 2% Northern Wei Dynasty AT 386—534 £ 386 AD-534 AD
%:%% Eastern Wei Dynasty 27T 534—550 £ 534 AD-550 AD
4t Northern Qi Dynasty AJT 550—577 £ 550 AD-577AD
0% Western Wei Dynasty A7t 535—556 £ 530 AD-556 AD
1t & Northern Zhou Dynasty 27T 557—581 £ 557 AD-581AD

P& Sui Dynasty AT 581—618 £ 581 AD-618 AD

J& Tang Dynasty 3T 618—907 £ 618 AD-907 AD

A Five Dynasties AJT 907—960 4F 907 AD-960 AD
J52 Later Liang Dynasty AJT 907—923 £ 907 AD-923 AD
JGIE Later Tang Dynasty AT 923—936 £ 923 AD-936 AD
=& Later Jin Dynasty ATC 936—946 F 936 AD-946 AD
J&iX Later Han Dynasty ATT 947—950 £ 947 AD-950 AD
J /8 Later Zhou Dynasty /ATT 951—960 £ 951 AD-960 AD

2R Song Dynasty AJT 960—1279 £ 960 AD-1279 AD
Jt5R Northern Song Dynasty /AT 960—1127 £E 960 AD-1127 AD
53R Southern Song Dynasty A7t 1127—1279 £ 1127 AD-1279 AD

iT Liao Dynasty A7t 907—1125 £ 907 AD-1125 AD

% Jin Dynasty AJC 1115—1234 £ 1115 AD-1234 AD

Jt Yuan Dynasty AJT 1206—1368 £ 1206 AD-1368 AD

BB Ming Dynasty AT 1368—1644 £ 1368 AD—1644 AD

=3 [ 3 NE- 3

B (IR % e ) =

Qing Dynasty (before the Opium war of 1840) 7T 1616—1840 £ 1616 AD-1840 AD

iR R E /ATE 1840—1949 £

Modern China 1840 AD-1949 AD

E(BR&EFEUR)
Qing Dynasty (after the Opium war of 1840)

£ RE Republic of China AJT 1912—1949 £ 1912 AD-1949 AD

NEKPE NTE 1949 FE—

Contemporary China 1949 AD-

thae A\ R#F0E People's Republic of China /NIE 1949 4E— 1949 AD—
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Remarks about the Revision
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In reply to the evolving development of overseas Chinese education as well as feedback and
suggestions received from the stakeholders both at home and abroad, we decide to mobilize the available
resources to make revisions of Common Knowledge about Chinese History, Common Knowledge about
Chinese Geography, and Common Knowledge about Chinese Culture. The current edition is more
informative and concise than the previous one in that we have drawn on the latest research work, corrected

some errors and mistakes, and added or deleted either the content or illustrations accordingly.

ARUAEAT LA HURTE R A AL AR S F%?@E'o Hrr, FRUIE R A0 5T
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The revision project is undertaken by Nanjing Normal University and Beijing Chinese Language
College. Specifically, the former takes charge of both the Common Knowledge about Chinese History and

Common Knowledge about Chinese Geography, while the latter of Common Knowledge about Chinese

Culture. Translators Association of China takes charge of the Chinese to English translation.
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We'd like to gratefully acknowledge the generous assistance from Prof. Xia Zancai with Hunan
Normal University, Prof. Geng Hu with Xiamen University, and Prof. Yan Shoucheng with Capital

Normal University in the revision project.

UK, ARRISMERA W IREA L Z AL, HoFfEIE.

We are fully aware of our constraints in meeting the challenging task, hence any invaluable
corrections from our readers and stakeholders would be highly appreciated.
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