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Introduction
• The present progressive tense, also known as 

the present continuous tense, is a grammatical 

tense used in English to describe actions that 

are currently ongoing or happening at the 

moment of speaking.

• It is formed by combining the present tense of 

the verb "to be" with the present participle of the 

main verb.

• This tense is used to express actions that are in 

progress, temporary, or unfinished in the 

present moment.
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Use Case 1 -
Describing an 

Action within a 
Limited Period

Definition: Actions 

happening within a 

specific timeframe
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Examples: 1. They are staying 
with us for the weekend.
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2. She's traveling to Paris for a week.
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3. We're hosting a party this 
Saturday.
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Use Case 2 -
Referring to an 
Incomplete or 
Unfinished Act
Definition: Actions that 

are ongoing but not yet 

completed
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Examples: 1. He is working on 
his project right now.
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2. She's still writing her report.
8/9/2023 9Jeerasak Meesuksabai



3. They are building a new house.
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Use Case 3 -
Describing an 
Action at the 

Moment of 
Speaking

Definition: Actions 

happening exactly when 

someone is speaking
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Examples: 
1. I am explaining the concept 
to you.
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2. She's answering the phone 
right now.
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3. They are watching a movie 
at this very moment.
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Use Case 4 -
Using Mentioned 
Duration of Time 

in the Future
Definition: Referring to 

a specific duration of 

time in the future
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Examples: 1. She'll be traveling for 
two weeks next summer.
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2. They are moving to a new city in 
six months.
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3. I'm meeting with the client 
in an hour.
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Use Case 5 -
Expressing 

Actions Arranged 
for Future Tasks

Definition: Actions 

planned and arranged 

for the future
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Examples: 1. They 
are meeting 
tomorrow morning 
to discuss the 
project.
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2. She's going shopping later in the 
day.
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3. We're having a team 
meeting next week.
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Use Case 6 -
Tentative Use 
with Certain 
Adjectives

Definition: Expressing 

temporary or tentative 

states
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Examples:
1. She's feeling a bit 
tired after the long 
journey.
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2. He's looking a little confused 
about the instructions.
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3. They're appearing somewhat 
anxious before the presentation.
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Use Case 7 -
Using with 

Adverbs for 
Overusing Verbs

Definition: Conveying 

annoyance or overuse 

of certain actions
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Examples: 1. He's constantly 
interrupting during the discussion.

8/9/2023 28Jeerasak Meesuksabai



2. She's always complaining 
about the weather.
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3. They're 
repeatedly checking 

their phones in 
class.
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Use Case 8 -
Describing 

Unsettled or 
Changing 
Situations

Definition: Depicting 

situations that are 

unstable or evolving
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Examples: 1. Their plans are constantly 
changing due to unforeseen circumstances.
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2. The weather is rapidly getting 
worse as the storm approaches.
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3. She's gradually becoming more 
confident in her public speaking skills.
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In a nutshell

The present progressive tense helps 

us express actions that are currently 

taking place, emphasize their ongoing 

nature, and provide context to the 

temporal aspect of the action.
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