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Alexander the Great

a. While he _______________ (grow up), the philosopher Aristotle was his teacher. 

Alexander _____________ (become) interested in science, medicine, philosophy 

and literature.

b. While his father Philip _____________ (attend)  his daughter’s wedding, a young 

nobleman _______________ (murder) him. Alexander was king of Macedonia at 

the age of 20.

c. While he ______________ (fight) his enemies in the north, the Greek in the south 

__________________ (start) a rebellion. He __________________ (destroy) all 

their cities.

d. He __________________ (lead) his army against 

the Persian Empire through what is now Turkey. While 

he __________________ (stay) in the ancient city 

of Gordium, he __________________ (undo) the 

Gordian knot. A legend said that only a future king of 

Asia could do this.

e. While his army __________________ (march) 

through Persia, it __________________ (defeat) 

Duriua, the king of Persia.



f. He _____________ (found) the city of 

Alexandria at the mouth of the Nile while he __________________ (visit)  Egypt.

g. While he _________________ (travel) with his army, he _________ (give) 

his name to many other towns.

h. He ________ (kill) his friend Clitus in a quarrel, while they ____________ 

(have) dinner.

i. While he ________________(attack) the city of Mali in India, he 

____________ (receive) a serious wound from an arrow.

j While he ____________________ (attend) a banquet in Babylon in 323 BC, he 

_____ (fall) ill and _________ (die).

Note. From Macmillan English Grammar in Context (p.20), by V. Micheal, 2008, Oxford: Macmillan.



1. I _______________________ volleyball. I stopped playing a few months ago.

2. Have you got a bicycle? -‘No, I ______________ one but I sold it.’

3. Gary _____________ a waiter in a restaurant, but he has his own café. 

4. When I was a child I never ____________ meat, but I eat it now.

5.  My family ___________ near the river, but we moved to the city center two 

years ago.

6. When I worked at the city hotel, I ____________ very early to catch the first bus.

7. What game ________ you _____________ when you were little?

8. ______ you _________________ swimming every day when you were a swimmer?

9. His mother ________________ long hair as I remembered. 

10. This building _______________ the highest in this area.



1. What things ______________________ (be) different in the past??

2. For a start, all the continents ______________________ (form) one large land mass.

3. Obviously, there __________________ (be) cities and buildings, and forest covered

a third of the Earth.

4. The climate was different, and animals such ass hippocampus and rhinoceros 

________________ (exist)

5. Many mountains in Europe _______________________ (be) active volcanoes.

6. Early people ___________________________ (live) in complex societies, but in 

small groups in places where there could find food.

7. What __________________________ (eat)? They _______________________ (eat) 

whatever they could find.

8. Early people ________________ (stay) in the same place, but  _________________ 

(travel) long distances, following the animals they needed for food.

Note. From Macmillan English Grammar in Context (p.21), by V. Micheal, 2008, Oxford: Macmillan.




