
Unit 4
Reported speech



Indirect speech : why things change

Look at the text , and write down all the words and expressions that 

are different in Bill’s and Peter’s sentences.

BILL (on Saturday evening) : ‘I don’t like this party. I want to go home now.’

PETER (on Sunday morning)             : ‘Bill said that he didn’t like the party. and he wanted to            

go home right away.’



Indirect speech : why things change

2.  Which do you think is the best explanation for the differences?

1.  After verbs like said. you change tenses and pronouns in English.

2.  The time, place and speakers are different.

3.  If the main verb is past, the other verbs have to be past too.



Indirect speech : ‘here’ and ‘now’

a. in England a week later? c. in Holland a week later?

b. in England a year later? d. in Holland a year later?

a ………………………………. c ………………………………

b ……………………………… d ………………………………

neither has to be changed.

the 2nd ‘this’ has to be changed.

the 1st this has to be changed.

both have to be changed.



Indirect speech : ‘here’ and ‘now’

: :

- there

- the week before

- the next week/the week after

- then/that day/right away

- that/the/last

- that morning

- that day
- the next day

- that night

- the day before



3.1  ‘I’ll see you tomorrow.’ She said she’d see me __________________ .the next day.

3.2  ‘I’ll phone you this evening.’ He said he’d phone _______________ .that evening.

3.3  ‘Do you like it here?’ She asked if I liked it ___________________ .there.

3.4  ‘My uncle died last week.’ He told me his uncle had died ______________ .the week before.

3.5  ‘This meat tastes funny.’ She said ______ meat tasted funny.the

3.6  ‘I’m leaving now.’ He told us he was leaving______________________.then / right away.

3.7  ‘I overslept this morning.’ She told him she’d overslept______________ .that morning.

3.8  ‘The train leaves at 11.00 tonight.’ I was told the train left at 11.00_________ .that night.

3.9  ‘Pete phoned me yesterday.’ He said Pete had phoned him _____________ .the day before.

3.10  ‘My brother’s arriving here today.’  She said her brother was arriving ______.that day.



indirect speech : tenses
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EXERCISE

DIRECT SPEECH INDIRECT SPEECH

simple present ……………….. 

………………………. past progressive

present perfect ……………………

simple past ……………...……

…………….. would

past

present progressive

past perfect

past perfect

will



2. Complete the reported sentences with the correct tenses.



2. Complete the reported sentences with the correct tenses.



3.  Put in the right tenses.

fancied

had never met had

wanted was



I asked him what he 6…………... for a living, and he said he 7. ……………. some 

undercover work for the CIA at the moment. He said he 8. ……………. give me his 

address because he 9. ……………………….. around all the time. So I asked him why 

he 10. ………… I 11. ………… his address. Then he asked if he 12. ………. have my 

phone number. He said he 13. ……………… me to day to fix for me to go to America 

with him. So I asked him why he 14. ………… to take me to America, and he said he 

15. …………. he 16. …...…………. in love with me.

did was doing 

could not

moved / was moving 

thought wanted could

would call

wanted

thought was falling 



I knew he 17. ……………., but it was kind of fun. Anyway, I told him I 18. ………. got 

a boyfriend already, but he said that 19. ………………... We 20. ……… meant for each 

other, he said, and nobody 21. ……………. to stand in our way, because our lives 

22. …….. written in the stars. 

Then he borrowed £20 from me to pay the bill because he said he 23. ………… 

his wallet at home, and he went off to the toilet, and I never saw him again.

was lying had

didn’t matter were

was going 

were

had left 





indirect speech: present situations
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Situations that have not changed : if the original speaker was talking about a present or future 

situation that is still present or future when the words are reported, the tenses may not change 

after a past reporting verb.



1. Imagine these sentences were reported soon after they  were said
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indirect speech: questions











2.  Turn these into indirect questions, beginning I wondered.



2.  Turn these into indirect questions, beginning I wondered.



indirect speech: infinitives

• He promised to write.

• She agreed to wait for me.

• I told Andrew to be careful.        

• Ann has offered to baby-sit tonight.

• I advise you to think again.

• She asked us not to be late.

The structure question word + infinitive is common.

• He asked her how to make a white sauce.

• Don’t tell me what to do.











tell and say



tell and say
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